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Task 4

Safeguarding in an area which is not your main area of work

Guidance: 
Social Care Wales require newly qualified social workers to provide evidence of their understanding of safeguarding work with adults and children. The assignment below will enable you to demonstrate this. N.B. if your usual area of work is with children please write about adult safeguarding. If you usually work with adults, then write about child safeguarding.  Ensure you meet the learning out comes for this task (see appendix 5 of the handbook).

	Question a:
In an area that is not your main focus of work (see guidance above), explain the relevant legislation, and the national, local and organisational policies and procedures for safeguarding.

500 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).
 
Due to devolved powers, each nation within the UK has its own legal framework for safeguarding children. In all nations the legislation framework stipulates the responsibilities of society in reporting concerns, and actions the governing bodies must take to protect children from abuse and neglect.  In England the legislation framework is known as the Children Act 1989. The Children Act 1989 also applies to Wales. In Wales, part 3, support for children and families provided by local authorities, has now been replaced by part 6 of the Social Services and well-being (Wales) Act 2014, looked after and accommodated children. 

The Wales Safeguarding Procedures are national procedures that came into operation in 2019. They replaced the All Wales Child Protection Procedures 2008. The Wales Safeguarding Procedures have been implemented to reflect the statutory duties outlined within the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014. Part 7 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 relates to strengthening safeguarding. For children, The Wales Safeguarding Procedures are reflective of the Volume 5 guidance – Working together to safeguard people, handling individuals’ cases to protect children at risk. The new procedures aim to standardise practice between multi agency professionals by explaining the roles and responsibilities involved with safeguarding, and reminding others that it is the responsibility of everyone to safeguard and protect children. There are national independent safeguarding boards whose role is to advise and support regional safeguarding boards in their responsibility to protect and prevent harm.  

If an individual under the age of 18 is at risk of experiencing, or is experiencing, abuse, neglect and/or harm, and has needs for care and support, a report to Social Services should be submitted by the identifier about the concern. Whilst there is no statutory definition for what constitutes significant harm, the procedures do provide their own definition of types of harm and indicators that may suggest a child is experiencing harm, neglect and/or abuse. Abuse includes but is not limited to ill treatment associated with physical abuse, sexual abuse, emotional abuse, psychological abuse, financial abuse and domestic abuse. Neglect is considered a failure to meet a child’s basic needs, which are likely to result in an impairment of health and development. This included medical, supervisory, nutritional, education, physical and identity neglect. 

Upon receipt of a safeguarding referral, Social Services must undertake the required initial checks within 1 working day and decide how to proceed. This may include: 
1. No further action 
2. That the child has needs for care and support and should be assessed under part 3 of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014, section 21 – duty to assess a child’s needs for care and support. 
3. That immediate protection and urgent action is required 
4. There is reasonable cause to suspect that the child is suffering or likely to experience significant harm and a strategy discussion with multi agency professionals should be held to initiate S47 enquires under the Children Act 1989. 

The procedures acknowledge the need to provide early intervention to protect children who may be at risk of abuse or harm, as outlined by part 2 of the SSWBA. Research suggests early intervention can prevent situations from escalating into safeguarding territory and preserve a child remaining within the family home. The procedures reflect the need to provide early help as soon as possible to achieve positive outcomes for children who may be at risk.

Word Count: 565






	Question b:
Reflect on the difference between safeguarding in adults’ and children’s work

400 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section).

The definition for what constitutes an adult at risk and child at risk is different. Section 126(1) of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 defines an adult at risk, as an adult who is experiencing or at risk of abuse or neglect, has needs for care and support, and as a result of those needs is unable to protect themself against the abuse or neglect or the risk of it. Section 130 (4) of the Social Services and Well-being (Wales) Act 2014 defines a child at risk, as a child who is experiencing or is at risk of abuse, neglect or other kinds of harm and has needs for care and support. The difference within these definitions is the duty to safeguard all children and the element of self-determination that is accepted within adult services.  The right to make unwise decisions is one of the five main principles of the Mental Capacity Act 2005. This means not all adults at risk will require safeguarding. Whereas children identified as being at risk will always result in further enquiries taking place, such as S47 investigations. 

An adult who does not have care and support needs and is experiencing abuse, harm or neglect, would not meet the definition of an adult at risk. The threshold would not be met to justify an enquiry taking place. Dependent upon the nature of the concern, there are other means of discourse that an adult would have access to, such as taking legal action to address the concern. 

Prior to making a report to safeguarding, it is best practice for the individual making the report to be open and honest with children, parents and adults. It is best practice to obtain their consent, where able to do so. In child protection, consent from the child or parents is not required and where the identifier has concerns it is their statutory responsibility to report the concerns, even without consent, in the interest of child protection. Safeguarding in adult services, is underpinned by the Mental Capacity Act 2005. Where an adult does not consent to action being taken their autonomy and personal wishes should be respected. This is necessary to respect an individuals’ human right to private life, comply with GDPR and the Data Protection Act 2018. Only in exceptional circumstances should this be overruled and where there are legal grounds to do so. This includes prevention and detection of crime, protection of vital interests, for administration of justice, child protection, overriding public interest, protection of absolute rights and where an individual lacks mental capacity to consent.

Word Count: 430
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