Structure of the 2,000-Word DBA Proposal
1. Introduction and Background (300–400 words)
What to include:
· Context of the research problem (industry, sector, organisational challenge)
· Why the topic is important for business, management, or practice
· Brief overview of key themes from the literature 
· Clear articulation of a real business problem
· Evidence of reading beyond textbooks (academic journals, practitioner reports)
2. Research Aim, Objectives, and Questions (200–300 words)
What to include:
· One clear research aim (what the study seeks to achieve)
· 3–4 research objectives (specific steps to achieve the aim)
· 2–4 research questions aligned to the objectives
· Logical alignment between aim, objectives, and questions
· Business-focused and researchable questions (not operational tasks)

3. Systematic Literature Review (700–900 words)
What to include:
· Explanation of your SLR approach (databases, keywords, inclusion/exclusion criteria)
· Critical synthesis of key themes, debates, and gaps in the literature
· Integration of academic and practitioner sources (e.g., journals, industry reports)
To pass:
· Evidence of systematic searching (not random reading)
· Critical synthesis (compare, contrast, critique authors)
· Identification of research gaps and justification for your study

4. Theoretical or Conceptual Framework (300–400 words)
What to include:
· Key theories/models guiding your study (e.g. Fraud Diamond Model, institutional theory, AMO, innovation models, governance frameworks)
· Explanation of how these theories inform your research questions
· A simple conceptual framework diagram (if appropriate)
· Explicit linkage between theory and your research focus

5. Proposed Methodology (200–300 words)
What to include:
· Research philosophy (e.g., positivist, interpretivist, pragmatic)
· Research design (qualitative, quantitative, or mixed methods)
· Data collection methods (documents, case studies, reports)
· Sampling approach and data analysis techniques
Please ensure that your method is aligned to research questions and there is a clear justification for chosen approach

6. Expected Contributions and Managerial Implications (150–250 words)
What to include:
· Academic contributions (theory, literature gaps)
· Practical contributions (managers, organisations, policy)
· There should be clear articulation of how findings will inform business practice and decision-making

7. References (Harvard Style)
What to include:
· Minimum of 20–30 academic and practitioner sources
· Use Harvard referencing format
· Accurate in-text citations and reference list
· Use of peer-reviewed journals and credible industry sources
· Include a timeline on what you would do each week to ensure you complete your coursework and submit it by the 2nd of April 2026.

Please ensure your proposal is submitted by 20 February and your presentation is ready for 24 February.
If you have questions about topic refinement, theoretical frameworks, or methodology, please reach out early.
Best regards,


