The Narcissism Epidemic Evaluation

The title allocated for this project is ‘The Narcissism Epidemic’ and is followed by a quote from Kurt Cobain, “I don’t care what you think unless it is about me”. I began this project by researching the definition of narcissism which is an excessive amount of self-admiration for one self’s physical appearance. The idea that I had decided to focus on was the innocence that some individuals may still have even though our society is slowly being sucked into greed and self-obsession. I created 2 different stitches into photos of models to give the impression that the individuals may still lack confidence in themselves even when they need it the most. In addition, I wanted them to portray how many people feel lost in this battle for popularity and can even struggle with mental health due to their surrounding society. However, after creating the two pieces I felt that they could easily be misunderstood and that it looked like beauty on beauty rather than the concept of struggle. I came to the decision to look at images of survivors from domestic abuse and use the pattern of the stitching to indicate how after getting out of that situation they need to learn how to grow again. Unfortunately, the narcissistic abuser thinks that they are able to cause such an insufferable pain to another human without facing the consequences. The act of puncturing the paper would signify how the survivors form their release of hurt in order to stitch the pieces back together and show the abuser that they cannot affect or hurt them anymore. Some artists I looked at were Cinder & Honey, Sara Naomi Lewkowicz and Donna Ferrato.
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Figure 1: Maria Arseniuk

Maria Arseniuk is the main artist that inspired the embroidery in my images. Arseniuk creates pieces that use a more traditional stitch as she believes that embroidery has been conceptualized as a women’s traditional medium. I believe this type of stitching gives the impression of delicacy which worked well with the images I had chosen. Additionally, this particular stitch worked well with the pictures as I did not have to puncture the paper as much as other stitches.
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Figure 2: Diana and Nastya

Dasha Buben is a photographer who creates portraits of what look like ordinary women from around the world. However, they are survivors of domestic abuse who were asked to have their portraits taken in order to fill them with confidence and hope. Buben believes that these portraits do not tell the story of victims and sees the women as heroes. In my opinion I feel that the women are heroes as they have gone through such a unpleasant time and find a way to get back on their feet is admirable. Dasha Buben inspired me to stitch into her work to replicate how they find their feet and grow.
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Figure 3: Daniel Rozin

Daniel Rozin is an artist and educator that creates installations and sculptures that respond to the presence and opinion of the individual who is viewing the piece. By using mirrors in his installations, it allows his pieces to become interactive. This is an idea I wanted to include in my piece so that the viewer would be able to see the stitching in the back. The stitching in the back represents how the survivor may see their reflection as growth from such a horrific experience and may still struggle from time to time. Furthermore, the mirrors link with the theme of narcissism as some people may just use the mirrors to check their own reflection and look at the piece. 
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I was extremely pleased with how my final piece looked overall as I believed it reflected the meaning of progression as well as being open for other concepts and ideas of the meaning. However, if I were to do this again, I would choose a placement in which my work would be seen from both angles as I was placed next to two fire doors and there was a cove to the left of my piece. Nevertheless, this was a group exhibition and my piece was placed where it would complement the work either side of mine so I understood why it was placed there. Also, next time I would wear gloves when stitching into the photographs so that there would not be any finger prints on my work and keep it clean.

[bookmark: _GoBack]I took on the role of prepping and cleaning, help to put work up as well as create and cut the name tags. I noticed in the group chat there were students who were putting themselves up for every job before other students had been notified so a group of us including myself made a poll in which we stated each roll that people could sign up for so that everyone was made aware of the progress leading up to the exhibition. In the role of prepping and cleaning I was expected to help take the work down, however when I arrived at the designated time we had set one of my fellow students had already taken them all down. I believe this may have been due to lack of communication with this student and understanding that this job was designated to a few students. I made myself useful by helping clear the work that was in Crit Room 1 ready for students to put their work up in there. Most students were involved in curating our work for the exhibition and they were asked if there were particular placings they wanted. However, we were all told that as not all of the work was present so another curation session may happen the following day. This was misinterpreted by a few students and caused an argument within the group chat and some people were spoken in this in a rude manor which I believe is unacceptable as adjustments like these would happen in the real world. After this argument there was some tension in the group however we just continued to finish the exhibition. For the prepping of the name tags were researched the sticky acetate that we were originally going to print on however this was expensive as we would only use two sheets from a pack and we had already contributed to the bar so I felt we might struggle to get everyone to contribute to this. Carin and I came up with the idea of using normal acetate and using little tacks to put them in the wall, so they looked modern and professional.  I created a list in which every student wrote their name and the title they would like their work to be called. After we printed them, I measured each name and title individually and cut them all out equally by hand using a scalpel and metal ruler. I assisted people putting up their work as well as helping place the name tags. Finally, once all the work and name tags were finished, I went around with an antibacterial wipe to clean up any paint splatters that were on the floor and ensured there was no work left in CRIT room 1 where there was exhibition work. This project has taught me that there will be people are willing to communicate and put a lot of effort into making sure this goes well but there will be some people who will leave it for everyone else to sort and don’t have input into the exhibition. I believe the minority dealt well with covering people’s jobs and ensuring that everything was ready for the exhibition to open.
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