[bookmark: _GoBack][image: ] Prisons actively encourages prisoners to maintain outside contacts and family ties, the ability to communicate provides a safe environment for prisoners reduces self-harm (Murray, 2005).
 Family based intervention on processes of attachment, affection and supervision has proven to be highly effective, the motivation for strong family and intimate relationships help rehabilitation, increasing the likelihood of employment and accommodation. A theory  carried out by HMP Park found – those who receive visits from family are 39% less likely to reoffend breaking the cycle of crime across generations. Prison family support lead to less social exclusion and an increase in school attendance demonstrating the possible opposite effect of exposing children to prison. 
 There is evidence of good practice across England and wales although there is a lack of awareness and support and awareness for children and families, and whole family support needs to be flexible and targeted lasting as long as necessary.
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Effects of imprisonment on partners 
 45% of prisoners lose contact with family (Kincaid, et al., 2019)
Imprisonment of a partner can be emotionally devastating and debilitating, families often experience loss of income, social isolation,  childcare difficulties, alongside the shame and stigma within their communities.. Research across the UK, USA, Ireland and Australia have found that loss of income is the most important difficulty faced by partners of make prisoners (Murray, 2005).  
Imprisonment of  a parent puts  major pressure on partners as they are expected to support mentally  and financially them  in prison alongside caring for children who may be difficult as a result of the imprisonment.  It forces them to take up active roles in which the were  not previously
Partners often suffer due to lack of information surrounding imprisonment– maintaining contact is often fraught– booking lines, inconvenient visiting hours, lack of transport,  costs and the hostile attitude shown by officers– results in families being put off visiting especially those with children (Condry, 2007). 
Despite this negative impact many families imprisonment offers partners and their children relief from violent and difficult lives at home  which results into many families finding it extremely difficult when  partners are released (SCCJR, n.d.). 
 


Effects of imprisonment on children
children of prisoners are seen as secondary victims, “the orphans of justice” or “forgotten victims”– (Kincaid, et al., 2019) 
 currently there is 312,000  children affected by imprisonment in great Britain and figure 1 predicting future increase.
 54% of offenders have children under the age of 18.
 7% experience imprisonment of a parent during time at school.
 [image: ]Children with a parent in prison suffer a range of problems from poorer outcomes in education and in health, a high probability of growing up in poverty , attaining significantly worse outcomes than those not affected by parental imprisonment. 
Substantial research highlights that children with a parent in prison are twice as likely to experience conduct and mental health problems - 30% experience mental health problems as a result compared to the 10%  of general population– these problems include  being angry, upset, rejected, depressed, developing hyperactivity, antisocial behaviour and clinginess (Kincaid, et al., 2019).
Research has found that lack of female prisons in wales has resulted in many children being unable to visit their mother –leading to attachment theory where the rupturing in parent-child bonds has cause separation issues causing the child distress and feeling of abandonment.- male offenders are on average held in prisons 50 miles from home, female offenders are held an average of 64 miles away 
Parental imprisonment often leads to social exclusion for children  which contributes to the intergenerational cycle of crime and punishment– social conclusion clashes with social justice in this sense as it leads to unequal educational and employment disadvantages ( Murray, 2007) -”
Parental imprisonment can stretch far beyond the initial imprisonment–  many prisoners have criminal parents– having a criminal parent increases the possibility for anti social behaviour later on in life . Regardless to the  family imprisonment is a strong predictor for future criminal behaviour in children with studies showing over two thirds of prisoners’ sons go on to offend themselves (Condry, 2007) . 
a child can be affected through  combined traumas throughout a parent s criminal justice journey effecting each and every one in diverse ways.
Imprisonment rates are growing rapidly in England and wales, and the effects it has on families is a increasing social concern. Families are an important influence on many aspects of prisoners lives (Walmsey, 2005) . Prisoners experience the primary affects of detention and deprivation of liberty but their families live in the shadow of prison( Codd, 2008). There has recently been a welcomed expansion of interest in prisoners families identifying the positive impact it has on rehabilitation- despite this the limited research of today suggests that prison has a major impact on partners and children often leading to psychological or financial problems. Like many other features crime often runs within the family- previous convictions of parents, offspring, siblings and partners are height associates (Farrington, et al., 1996)   Shaw 1987- “failure to recognise the affects imprisonment has on children risks causing crime in the next generation”
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Imprisonments effect on families
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