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ECED7007: Political Influences in Inequality & Diversity

Theme 1: Intersectionality & Politics of Recognition: An Introduction
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What is intersectionality?

@

Is this a concept that you have come
across before?

If so, in what context?

What do you understand it to mean?
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What is intersectionality?

* The term is thought to have been coined by radical feminist Kimberlé
Crenshaw (1989) in her article ‘Demarginalizing the Intersection of Race and
Sex: A Black Feminist Critique of Antidiscrimination Doctrine, Feminist Theory
and Antiracist Politics’

* |n essence, the term is used to describe the lived experience of individuals
who may experience inequality, discrimination or marginalisation because
they exist as a member of a number of ‘groups’ within society

» Effectively, it is a reminder to those studying this area that we should not
‘pigeon hole’ people into one category or another but should accept that
each individual is exactly that

* |n this sense it can be seen to continue our discussion on the fluidity and
uncertainty or terms and categories that are used in the current discourse
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People on the Margins?

What characteristics might mean that
an individual could be marginalised in
society?
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What is intersectionality?

Protected Characteristics— The Equality Act 2010

Individual
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https://www.legislation.gov.uk/ukpga/2010/15/contents

Intersectionality Defined

Kimberlé Crenshaw on the concept of Intersectionality

* In this short video Crenshaw outlines the role that the idea of
intersectionality plays in the debate on inequality

As you watch, make a note of any thoughts or questions and then
share them with the group
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https://www.bing.com/videos/riverview/relatedvideo?&q=kimberle+crenshaw+intersectionality&&mid=69BFF452F602F8390E6D69BFF452F602F8390E6D&&FORM=VRDGAR

Intersectionality Challenged

An alternative view of Intersectionality

* As with many of the other concepts we will explore, the idea of
intersectionality is contested

* For example, Ben Shapiro, editor of a website called the Daily
Wire voices an alternative view

As you watch, make a note of any thoughts or questions and then
share them with the group
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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=rc7VUoytoU4

The Politics of Recognition

* This phrase was coined by Charles Taylor in 1992

* |t describes the struggles of different groups of individuals to
have their ‘identity’ recognised by society

* Charles Taylor argues that it is the demand for recognition on
behalf of;

‘Minority or “subaltern groups” [...]in what is today called the
politics of “multiculturalism.””

(Taylor, 1992, p.25)
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The Politics of Recognition

* The concept relates to the political struggles of any minority or
oppressed groups to have their identity recognised

e Always refers to an asymmetrical relationship (i.e. where there
is a power imbalance)

* It usually relates to groups trying to break the cycle of the
reproduction of inequality

* Involves the challenging of stereotypes, labelling and othering,

which has also been called ‘misrepresentation’ (Martineau et al.,
2012)
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The Politics of Recognition

Can you think of contemporary
examples of this?
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The Politics of Recognition

Contemporary Examples of the Politics of Recognition

* These are some of the many examples that can be seen in contemporary
society

 Black Lives Matter

* Me Too

e Reclaim The Night

e United Response

e Stonewall

* Friends, Families & Travellers
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https://blacklivesmatter.com/about/#vision
https://blacklivesmatter.com/about/#vision
https://metoomvmt.org/get-to-know-us/vision-theory-of-change/
https://metoomvmt.org/get-to-know-us/vision-theory-of-change/
https://challenge-magazine.org/2025/12/10/the-history-and-importance-of-reclaim-the-night/
https://challenge-magazine.org/2025/12/10/the-history-and-importance-of-reclaim-the-night/
https://www.unitedresponse.org.uk/get-involved/campaign/campaign-for-us/disability-hate-crime/#:~:text=What%20is%20disability%20hate%20crime,person's%20disability%2C%20or%20perceived%20disability.
https://www.unitedresponse.org.uk/get-involved/campaign/campaign-for-us/disability-hate-crime/#:~:text=What%20is%20disability%20hate%20crime,person's%20disability%2C%20or%20perceived%20disability.
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/about-us/what-we-stand-for
https://www.stonewall.org.uk/about-us/what-we-stand-for
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/
https://www.gypsy-traveller.org/

The Politics of Recognition

Close Reading Exercise

@ Guided Study Activity: The Politics of Recognition

Read the Chapter ‘Politics of Recognition’ by Charles Taylor
(N.B. available on Moodle)

You should identify the key elements of the concept on the Guided
Study sheet.
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pp.3—19. Available at: Intersectional what? Social divisions, intersectionality and levels of analysis - Floya Anthias,
2013 [Last Accessed 07/01/2026]

Anthias, F. (2014) ‘The Intersections of Class, Gender, Sexuality and 'Race': The Political Economy of Gendered
Violence'. International Journal of Politics, Culture, and Society, 27(2), pp.153—171. Available at: The Intersections of
Class, Gender, Sexuality and ‘Race’: The Political Economy of Gendered Violence | International Journal of Politics,
Culture, and Society [Last Accessed 07/01/2026]

Bezanson, K. & Luxton, M. (2006) Social Reproduction: Feminist Political Economy Challenges Neo-Liberalism
Montreal, Quebec: McGill-Queen’s University Press.

Lyshaug, Brenda, 2004. Authenticity and the Politics of Identity: A Critique of Charles Taylor's Politics of Recognition.
Contemporary political theory, 3(3), pp.300—320. Available at: Authenticity and the Politics of Identity: A Critique of
Charles Taylor's Politics of Recognition - ProQuest [Last Accessed 07/01/2026]

Walby, S. 2009) Globalisation and Inequalities: Complexity and Contested Modernities, 2009 London: Sage Available
at: Robins-3732-Ch-01.gxp [Last Accessed 07/01/2026]

Yuval-Davis, Nira, 2006. Intersectionality and Feminist Politics. The European journal of women's studies, 13(3),
pp.193-209. Available at: Intersectionality and Feminist Politics [Last Accessed 07/01/2026]

Prifysgol C
% Y grfi!d:giocewxy Sr;;u Trawsnewid Addysg, Trawsnewid Bywydau
™

University of Wales Transforming Education, Transforming Lives
Trinity Saint David



https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/full/10.1177/1468796812463547
https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/full/10.1177/1468796812463547
https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/full/10.1177/1468796812463547
https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/full/10.1177/1468796812463547
https://link-springer-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article/10.1007/s10767-013-9152-9
https://link-springer-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article/10.1007/s10767-013-9152-9
https://link-springer-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/article/10.1007/s10767-013-9152-9
https://www.proquest.com/docview/237013320?OpenUrlRefId=info:xri/sid:primo&accountid=130472&parentSessionId=agPxHXPE%2BKvpFDvNRrscqz41A9Ad5zleS9ZvSBqxdmU%3D&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals
https://www.proquest.com/docview/237013320?OpenUrlRefId=info:xri/sid:primo&accountid=130472&parentSessionId=agPxHXPE%2BKvpFDvNRrscqz41A9Ad5zleS9ZvSBqxdmU%3D&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals
https://www.proquest.com/docview/237013320?OpenUrlRefId=info:xri/sid:primo&accountid=130472&parentSessionId=agPxHXPE%2BKvpFDvNRrscqz41A9Ad5zleS9ZvSBqxdmU%3D&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals
https://www.proquest.com/docview/237013320?OpenUrlRefId=info:xri/sid:primo&accountid=130472&parentSessionId=agPxHXPE%2BKvpFDvNRrscqz41A9Ad5zleS9ZvSBqxdmU%3D&sourcetype=Scholarly%20Journals
https://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/id/eprint/54967/1/2009_Walby_Globalisation_Inequalities_SAGE.pdf
https://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/id/eprint/54967/1/2009_Walby_Globalisation_Inequalities_SAGE.pdf
https://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/id/eprint/54967/1/2009_Walby_Globalisation_Inequalities_SAGE.pdf
https://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/id/eprint/54967/1/2009_Walby_Globalisation_Inequalities_SAGE.pdf
https://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/id/eprint/54967/1/2009_Walby_Globalisation_Inequalities_SAGE.pdf
https://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/id/eprint/54967/1/2009_Walby_Globalisation_Inequalities_SAGE.pdf
https://eprints.lancs.ac.uk/id/eprint/54967/1/2009_Walby_Globalisation_Inequalities_SAGE.pdf
https://journals-sagepub-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/doi/epdf/10.1177/1350506806065752
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