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	DRAFT RESEARCH TITLE QUESTION:

Has the stigma of prostitution changed over the years from viewing the prostitutes as a form of criminality or if this has shifted where prostitutes are viewed as a vulnerable victims that are being exploited. What changes can be made in regards to the criminality linked to prostitution and what support can be implemented to safeguard the prostitutes at risk of being exploited?

INTRODUCTION:

Over the years the opinions and legislation around prostitution has changed on the front line and this research is set to discover if the stigma remains around prostitution being a crime or if the working females ‘prostitutes’ are now considered as vulnerable victims of exploitation in a much wider criminal culture. 

I have chosen this topic as this impacts the front line and highlights several vulnerabilities and risks that prostitutes face daily. Prostitution also has many ties to other forms of criminality such as human trafficking, forced drugs, sexual offences, physical violence, theft, domestic abuse and coercive and controlling behaviour. 
There are many incidents in case law where prostitutes have been murdered for their involvement and links to gang violence and trafficking resulting in sex workers being brutally murdered for ‘knowing too much’ such as (Dutch Leah,1936). There has been previous incidents were the males involved such as ‘Pimps’ have also come into danger and have been murdered due to their involvement in this topic. This only supports how dangerous and how serious this topic is and why it’s such an important topic to review.  
Females are placing themselves at great risk everyday on the front line and we have to ask ‘why this is?’ Females on the front line in the role of prostitution are suffering from homelessness, mental health including anxiety and depression including being dependant on drugs that they use as a coping mechanism to for fill their employment. 

A difficulty that the police face when dealing with prostitution is where the prostitutes are being sexually exploited and harmed and when police are involved its perceived that they don’t hold credibility, or they are too frightened to support prosecution. This raises concern that sex workers believe that the police will not take them seriously and this maybe a focus whereby this can be improved to gain trust and belief that action will be taken and that they will be taken seriously. 

(TUREK, 2022) wrote an article in The Big Issue where in 2016 a study including 240 prostitutes in the UK where just under half of them were ‘unconfident’ to report any violence to the police as they felt they would not be taken seriously.

The (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022) state that there is clear evidence to suggest that offenders deliberately target those who sell sex as there is a stigma that they believe the females selling sex will not make a positive complaint or report any crimes to the police to investigate.  

This topic is worth consideration for an undergraduate dissertation as it covers the vulnerabilities the working girls face daily and how legalisation has changed to treat the females as victims rather than criminals. 

This topic holds history as this has been an ongoing issue within communities for many years and there are still many areas within the legislation linked to prostitution that is criminalised. 

For many years prostitutes were classed as the subjects of criminality and their vulnerabilities and the risk around prostitution were ignored. There is so much consideration around how the females get into prostitution and the support that’s available to them to escape this. Policing has changed over the years along with legislation where we no longer view the working girls as the subjects and instead, we attempt to bring those ‘soliciting’ and ‘loitering’ to justice. Police now focus on the persons ‘recruiting others into prostitution and their own gain or someone else’s’ (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022).

As per the (Crown Prosecution Service, 2022) it is in the public interest to ‘prosecute those who abuse harm and exploit rather than those who sell sex should not be routinely prosecuted offenders. 

The Police are facing reports regarding sex workers on the front line who are being sexual abused, spiked, raped, and forced drugs which is then placing them in great danger and having a significant impact on their health. 

Young females are coming close to death to make money and provide for their family’s and at times feel like they have no other option. There is a large debate around this topic and in this research whereby the other argument is that the females are placing themselves at their own risk being fully aware of the dangers and that they are not valued members of the community due to their line of work and the worries of people’s opinions if the sex worker were a family member and how they would be viewed. This is discussed in (The Macmillan Report,1928) where it was the term ‘common prostitute’ is scrutinised. 

I aim to understand both sides of the argument and understand what changes are being made and what support is being offered to help these women escape the routine or what support is being offered to keep them safe if prostitution is of free choice. 


	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH OBJECTIVES: 

The information 

· This research is going to discus and understand different arguments around prostitution on the front line and where our policing focus lies. This research will determine if the stigma remains around prostitutes being prosecuted and viewed as the subjects or if this has changed over the years where they are viewed as victims. This will be conducted with questionnaires and surveys to current serving police constables and high ranked officers. 

· This research will be focusing on previous legislation and case law to the most recent legislation.

· The vulnerabilities and risk the females face, sexual offences and credibility and being frightened to support prosecution and refuse to engage. 

· What support is available to the working girls to give them a path away from prostitution and harm. Is there sufficient help and support out there for working girls? 

· What has led the working girls to the front line and the vicious circle and adverse childhood experiences. 

· The criminal subjects that are linked to the exploitation of prostitution.   


	LITERATURE REVIEW:

The key literature I will be using as part of this research will be:

· Journals
· Articles 
· Case Law
· Legislation
· Government reports
· Online reading 
· Organisational strategic plans.

I will be researching and reviewing: 

· Section 1 (1) of the Street Offences Act 1959 amended under Section 16 of the Police and Crime Act 2009.

· Section 1 (4) S1 – persistent on 2 or more occasions in any period of three months. 

· Section 68 of the Serious Crime Act 2015 

· Sexual Offences Act 1956 

Although there is a large amount of research in relation to prostitution in England and Wales the discussion is still up for debate on how prostitution in viewed and this is still very much split down the middle. This research will look further into this and research how this can be improved and what further support could be considered to help the exploitation of prostitution. 

IPOS completed research on prostitution where they created a survey back in 2008 on behalf of the Government Equalities Office. It was discovered that there were very mixed reviews where 49% out of the 1,012 adults felt that prostitutes are only working the front line as they are being exploited. 59% believed that women should be able to make their own choice when it comes to prostitution and that they should have the freedom to do this if that’s what they want to do. The remaining 27% disagreed. (IPOS, 2023)

The research will include reviewing both the Macmillan Report (1928) and 
The Wolfenden Report (1957) to determine how prostitution was viewed previously in comparison to how it is now viewed in today’s society. 
 

	SUMMARY OF RESEARCH –SURVEY METHOD: 

· This research will include research methods from online questionnaires and surveys to gather information around how the topic is viewed in today’s working environment and weather or not officers’ opinions have changed over the years or if the stigma around the topic remains. I will ensure this a 50/50 split between males and females to assess the results between sexes. In addition to this I will attempt to get a wide variety of the length of services officer have to determine if this has an impact on the results and if it differs in how much service officers have. In addition to this, I will attempt to compare the difference in age groups on their results to see if this impacts the statics. 

· This research will also be using informal interviewing methods to gather further research from supporting agencies to get a deeper understanding of the topic with out speaking directly to the vulnerable females. 

· To get a wider understanding of this topic I will also be using online research along with journals and books to collate the current opinions and methodologies around this topic. I believe this will expose the current opinions and stigmas around this topic.  


	SUMMARY OF SAMPLING FRAMEWORK: 

As part of my research, I intend on asking current serving police constables ranging from new in service to more experienced officers and those in higher rank positions by means of a questionnaire. I will be reaching out to both Gwent Police and South Wales Police as this is a topic that effects all forces especially in the city centres as this will provide wider verity. I believe this will be a positive way on gathering police constables working on the front line and to understand if the same stigma remains around prostitution on the front line or if this opinion has since changed. 

I will also be seeking the perspectives of staff members working in the local supporting agencies on their views on the topic. I will do this through the means of an informal interview to gage their experiences and deeper understanding of the individuals dealing with the vulnerable females on a one-to-one basis. I feel this would be the closest way to gain an understanding from the female’s perspective without speaking to them directly. 


	ETHICAL ISSUES:

To avoid any ethical issues during this research I will ensure that all involved are fully aware of what the research entails and that all persons are over the age of 18 years of age.

I will attempt to gather information from different age groups and person of the opposite sex, and I will ensure this is equal to compare the results ethically and fairly. However, I will make sure this is clear before the individual participate and ensure that they are happy to provide this information.

I will ensure that all personal and private information is not included and that the identities of the participants remain anonymous.

There had been considerations of speaking directly to the vulnerable females involved in this topic; however, due to the fact this would raise ethical issues and involve discussing sensitive and upsetting details, I have decided to discuss this with serving members of the police force along with supporting agencies who work alongside the vulnerable females. 

To keep the research ethical, it will not include information directly from the source to protect their identity and this will ensure that they are not at risk due to their involvement. 


	TIME SCALE:

· 8th of May 2023 - Literature Review

· 19th of June 2023 - Methodology and Data Collection

· 7th of August 2023 - Data Analysis

· 11th of September 2023 - Findings and Conclusions
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Case Law:
· Dutch Leah,1936 female sex worker who was brutally murdered 
· Kassel 1936 Pimp that was shot and murdered 
· Soho murders
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