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Part 1- Re-write a passage of text in appropriate academic language – 200 Words
The paragraphs below contains many errors. Re-write the paragraph to demonstrate your 
understanding of:
• Use of formal, standard English which is expected as part of academic style.
• Accurate spelling. 
• Correct use of punctuation including commas, apostrophes, and full stops. 
• Well written sentences which make grammatical sense.
In many countries including Iceland, it is thought that outdoor activities are crucial for children. Many people have written about Government documents which claim that encouraging the younger generation to be outside can be beneficial to them. The curriculum guidelines emphasise on outdoor learning areas as a way for children to have a positive perspective about the natural world and a place where children can participate in healthy activities. According to (Norodahl and Johannesson 2013) 
For children aged one to six, outdoor play is encouraged regularly in Icelandic schools. Children aged six to sixteen are only able to play outside with their peers within designated playtimes. While we don't know enough about what teachers do outside of the classroom to support learning, we assume this will probably vary considerably depending on the school and the teacher a child has. Nonetheless, there are signs that teachers in Iceland are using outside spaces more than they used to, with 70% of schools in the capital, Reyjkavik, reporting this. (Oladottir,2008).
Adapted from:
Noradahl, K. and Johannesson, I. (2014) ‘Icelandic teachers’ views of using the outdoors’ 
Education 3-13: International Journal of Primary, Elementary and Early Years Education. 
Vol 44, No. 4, September 2014, 391-406.











Part 2a – Re-write a passage of text with appropriate citations and references – 200 Words
The text below also contains many errors, which includes incorrect use of Harvard 
referencing conventions. 
Re-write both the paragraph and the reference list to demonstrate your understanding of:
• Use of formal, standard English which is expected as part of academic style.
• Accurate spelling. 
• Correct use of punctuation including commas, apostrophes, and full stops 
• Well written sentences which make grammatical sense.
• Careful, accurate use of Harvard referencing conventions. 
[bookmark: _Hlk121475228]The topic of this essay will be forest schools. The Forest School Network has established a definition for forest school, which it defines as “an inspirational process that offers children, young people and adults’ regular opportunities to achieve and develop confidence and self-esteem through hands on learning experiences in a woodland environment” (O’Brien and Murray 2006) People believe that youngsters can do more indoors activities these days unlike their parents did due to care givers being scared that something might happen to children outside the home. (O’Brien and Murray 2006) According to studies, if children do not experience nature while they are young, they won't experience it as adults either, depriving children of the physical and psychological benefits of being in nature. (Thompson et al 2004) This is because children can study in a way that is different from what they would learn in an average classroom, therefore the Welsh government is pushing teachers to implement forest schools in their own schools, especially for the foundation phase pupils. (WAG 2009) 
Reference List: 
O’Brien, L. and Murray, R., (2006) A marvellous opportunity for children to learn. A participatory evaluation of Forest School in England and Wales. Surrey: Forest Research.
Thompson, C.W., Aspinall, P., Bell, S., Findlay, C., Wherrett, J. and Travlou, P., (2004). Open space and social inclusion: local woodland use in central Scotland. Forestry Commission, Edinburgh, Scotland.
[bookmark: _Hlk120195886]Welsh Assembly Government Outdoor (2009) Learning Handbook Cardiff: WAG








Part 2b – Answer five questions on academic referencing – 600 Words
Answer all questions below as fully as possible. 
1. If you fail to acknowledge the source of your information in academic writing, you could 
be accused of plagiarism. Why is it important that students avoid this? 
It is important to avoid plagiarism as when you use someone else’s work and pretending it is your own, suggests you are cheating. Plagiarism can cause you having a bad reputation within university and potentially impact your degree. (McMillan, 2012) When copying some else’s ideas, it means that you haven’t engaged with that information or what you should be learning. It is also unfair on the person who’s put effort into their work. Therefore, you are wasting your own time and the markers time as the work isn’t a true representation of your ability. Overall, jeopardising your chance to develop your skills and to succeed in your degree. Fines and penalties can also be given to those who plagiarise. (Pellegrini, 2017)
2. You only have to reference when you use a direct quotation. Is this True or False? 
Explain your answer. When using direct quotations, the source should have quotation marks either side. This shows that the source has been taken directly from another resource. It is important that the quotation has been Harvard referenced as you are using someone else’s words and ideas. The source of the quotation can be put in brackets at the start or at the end of the direct quotation. This makes it easier to find where the quotation can be found. The authors name and year of published must be documented and the page number must come after this information within the citation if necessary. Direct quotations must not be changed or paraphrased as it must be inserted directly from a source. (Pellegrini, 2017)
3. Wikipedia is a good place to search for information for your academic assignments. 
Explain, with reasons and supporting literature, whether you believe this statement is 
true or false.
Wikipedia is a site that can be edited by anyone therefore the information can be unreliable or false. Wikipedia is not a trustworthy source and should not be used as a research platform. The articles are constantly being changed by editors which makes the information difficult to prove whether it is fictional or fact. Wikipedia is an internet encyclopaedia therefore the targeted audience might differ and finding information can be difficult. All editors on Wikipedia have different views and knowledge of a subject therefore implying that the information could be biased or controversial (TechBoomers, 2015) 
4. Write a set of instructions which could be included in a referencing guide which explains 
how to present a very long quotation. 
Quotes with more than forty words are considered long quotations. There is no need for quotation marks. However, you should put the quotation on a separate line and indent it from the margin of the text. Therefore, the long quotation is separate from the rest of the text. The authors name, year of published and page number should be within brackets at the end. This is important as the reader is then able to be directed to the original source where the long quotation has come from. (College, 2022)

5. Explain how you can begin to conduct research for an academic assignment. Identify 
five sources which would be acceptable for academic study.
Ensure you write in academic English and include references to support your answers
Use the blog you created during induction week to present your responses to these 
questions. You will need to ensure you include the link to your blog in your portfolio 
document.
Research is key to any academic assignment. You could start to conduct research by gathering the information which is already available to you. These could include your own knowledge which links to the assignment. It is important that before researching you know what information you already have and what you will need to start researching. (McMillan, 2013)
All the information that you have gathered from your research must be Harvard referenced to avoid plagiarism. Therefore, showing the reader that the sources you have used are not your own. The five sources which could be acceptable for academic writing could be books, articles, journals, magazines, or websites. Therefore, by using five different sources shows that a lot of reading has also been done which shows time and effort has been contributed to the assignment by the individual. Using either of these five sources shows the reader that your work is more credible as you are supporting information that has been stated. All five sources are easily accessible either online, shops or libraries. 
(York, 2022)

Part 3 – Write a critical response to an academic article – 1000 Words
Using the journal article in moodle titled - Schooled to Fail? The Underachievement Debate 
in Wales
• Begin by introducing your article briefly. 
The name of the article is "Schooled to Fail? The underachievement debate in Wales”, published by Emma Smith in 2005. The topic of the text is the underachievement of students and focuses greatly on the poor academic performance of pupils within the nation. In this article, the underachievement debate is examined from a Welsh viewpoint. The text will concentrate on the issue of how England and Wales compare within the sector. (Smith, 2005)
The aim of the text is to identify the meaning towards schooled to fail, aiming to raise awareness and focus on school improvement. Another aim of the text is to show the importance of the debate in education, it is a sign that something is wrong with our schools, students, and the Welsh educational system. Some regions within Wales and England have improved their teaching standards. However, there are still some regions failing to improve these standards. (Smith, 2005)
• Summarise the article. 
The debate includes a review of a variety of economic measures, including gross domestic product, average weekly earnings, economic activity, and home prices which reveals the region's economic health. The main finding reveals that the area closest to Wales in terms of economics is the Northeast of England. Another finding was that the Northeast of England seems to have a more equitable region compared with Wales. Welsh students’ GCSE exam results are not just better than England but also better than those in the Northeast. Therefore, the debate main findings shows that there are various issues with the idea that everything is not right with education in Wales. However, based only on economics, Welsh performance is better than England. (Smith, 2005)
The author’s intention is to raise awareness of the regional differences throughout England, Wales and the global spectrum. Highlighting past studies of educational standards within both nations stating the findings as a reason for the difference of standards of education in Wales and England. (Smith, 2005)
• Comment on the structure of the article. Think about how the text has been organised, 
as this may be done in a deliberate way to help the reader organise their thoughts, or 
even to persuade us. 
The text is organised into relevant paragraphs which are supported with statistics for example graphs and studies which makes it easier for the reader to find what they are looking for. Furthermore, each paragraph contains long structured sentences, making the overall paragraph effective. (University of Reading , 2022) The aim of the paragraphs are used to ensure that the information flows and easy to read. The paragraphs flow into each other due to the linking of words between each one. Therefore, there is a consistent academic tone throughout the text. There many relevant statistics used within the text throughout which are interesting and supports the article. There are several appendices used which follow the references, which demonstrates that the writer has used these to shorten the article and make it more engaging for the reader. (Means, 2022)
• Comment on the language of the article. You should think about whether the writing 
style suits the intended audience (e.g., expert/non expert, academic etc). Explore:
The formal language used within the article suggests that the intended audience are academic.  Formal style has been used throughout to highlight the importance of the article. Due to the writer’s audience being academic, some words and contexts are difficult to process. All sources are cited and referenced therefore enabling the reader to be able to find where those statistics have been sourced from. This makes it a credible article to use. The writer uses facts, opinions of experts and statistics as a form of persuasive language throughout the text. The writer uses little subjective writing as she rarely includes her own views. Therefore, the use of objective language is evident throughout the article.  (Oxford Essays , 2020)
• Comment on the evidence and reasoning within the article. You could use these 
questions to help you consider this aspect: 
Students’ poor academic performance across the two nations is the clear problem stated throughout the article. Although the article does claim there has eventually been a change over the past thirty years due to several influences, such as changes to the course's content, the introduction of new coursework, and differences in test. Overall, however there is still concerns over the underachievement of students.  (Smith, 2005)
Changes are being made to the Welsh educational system. One of the claims within the article was that 50% of sixteen year-olds received five or more A* to C grades at the GCSE, 79% of Welsh eleven year-olds in 2002 met the national English proficiency standard. These findings might suggest that Welsh students are no longer being trained to fail. (Smith, 2005)
The argument is very consistent as the writer expresses the problem consistently throughout, using statistics and relevant facts from credible sources which back up her argument effectively.  (The University of Edinburgh , 2022) She uses several credible sources for her evidence such as National statistics, The Welsh Joint Education Committee, National Assembly for Wales, and Union for Teachers. All the evidence stated within this article is valid. Sources like these listed above are factual as they are based on direct evidence and gives the reader reassurance that what is being read is accurate information.  
The evidence is very effective as Smith has used sources, which are backed up by references. She has used many different sources, which seem to be carefully chosen for her argument as they all link and flow off each other. In addition to this, where she’s interpreted the evidence is very effective. (Staffordshire University , 2022) occasionally throughout the article Smith seems to not explore all the statistics which are stated in her article. Also, some of the words are not concise and are too wordy. 
The main conclusion is that deprivation and standards of living have major impact on how education is received and taught. All the statistics prove that issues within educational industry can be improved, and children are no longer schooled to fail. All conclusions within the article are justified by statistics that are clearly shown throughout. Overall, the article is very revealing and interesting, how the educational system has changed throughout the years. The article is also very credible as graphs and statistics have been cited and referenced. However, it is not concise throughout as there are many wordy sentences which I believe makes the article hard to read. Therefore, due to this, sometimes there wasn’t much flow when reading. However, I believe this as an appropriate academic article. 


• Write a reference list-accurately constructed. Include the article itself in the reference 
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