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[bookmark: _Toc150360970]Introduction 
“Policing by consent” which is based on the idea that popular support, not government power, is the source of police authority, is a fundamental component of contemporary democratic societies. It guarantees legitimacy and efficacy by emphasizing collaboration over obligation. Together with his Commissioners, Sirs Charles Rowan and Richard Mayne, Sir Robert Peel transformed police by creating a professional force based on the principles of collaboration and consent from the people. Police agencies all across the world used this creative strategy as a model. In this essay, the concept of policing by consent, the importance of this consent has been discussed. Along with that, the impact of policing by consent on society has been also discussed in this essay.  
[bookmark: _Toc150360971]Discussion 
In current majority rule nations, where the police’s position depends on open cooperation as opposed to just state power, the idea of “policing by consent” is essential. With this thought, it tends to be expressed that policing is presently not a serious undertaking yet rather one in which the police serve and defend general society (ministryofinjustice.co.uk, 2023). The details of consent based policing are framed in the Peelian standards, which are credited to Sir Robert Strip and the primary Chiefs of Police of the City. These standards incorporate acquiring support for upholding the law, getting public acknowledgment, and preventing crimes through community cooperation. These principles highlight that police should use force carefully and be unbiased, capable, and accountable to all members of society, regardless of their financial situation.
The Peelian principles are very much important for consent-based policing in the United Kingdom. These guidelines outline that the public’s acceptance and support is the foundation of police power. This fundamental idea provides a guarantee of the legitimacy of the police by keeping them answerable to the communities they serve. This principle comes under Metropolitan Police Act 1829. According to the principles, law enforcement’s main instruments should be collaboration and persuasion, with the use of physical force only as a last option. They show how important it is to enforce the law in a fair, unbiased, and force-free manner. In line with the basic principle that public has the authority to ask for citation of this law as per their requirements, this strategy promotes trust, openness, and community involvement while strengthening the partnership between law enforcement and the general public.

Even with the UK’s dedication to consent-based policing, incidents of police brutality continue, prompting questions about responsibility and overuse of force. The number of complaints against police use of force has significantly increased, although very few of them have resulted in disciplinary action. A culture of secrecy, insufficient training, performance goals, and excessive application of stop and search authority on minority populations are all contributing reasons. The government implemented a code of conduct; however, in order to successfully fight police brutality in the UK, it is still essential to address the underlying causes and ensure accountability via training and transparency (birmingham.ac.uk, 2023).
Early in the 19th century, in England, policing by consent developed as a response against dishonest and incompetent law enforcement. Under Sir Robert Peel’s leadership, the Metropolitan Police Act of 1829 set the foundation for London’s professional and community-focused police force (lordslibrary.parliament.uk, 2020). 
These organizations uphold the Peelian ideals, placing a strong emphasis on accountability, openness, community involvement, and the defense of individual rights. Consent-based policing is still essential for directing contemporary law enforcement, upholding public confidence and cooperation, and promoting safer and more democratic communities (lordslibrary.parliament.uk, 2020).
Two people who were never found guilty of any crimes had their DNA samples kept in the case of R v. Chief Constable of South Yorkshire Police ex parte S and Marper. The consequences of this decision for consent-based policing were severe. First of all, it undermined the essential concept of consent in police by retaining people’s DNA without their knowledge, which weakened public confidence and collaboration. It violated individual rights by invading private and showing an excessive use of police force. The controversial decision by the House of Lords to maintain DNA retention appeared to disregard proportionality and consent (justice.org.uk, 2019). 
The resulting appeal to the European Court of Human Rights (Article 34) brought attention to the violations of law enforcement’s authority and rights, raising concerns around the globe. This case serves as an example of the serious difficulties and repercussions that result from weak consent policing.
One case in point where consent-based policing was not sufficiently implemented is the aftermath of the UK’s Brixton riots in 1981. Strong anti-police sentiment led to the proposal for increased recruitment of Black policemen, demonstrating a reactive rather than a proactive commitment to the ideal. In the same way, the 1999 Macpherson Report highlighted a historical deficiency in upholding policing by consent while emphasizing recruiting objectives in an effort to foster more confidence among minority ethnic groups. An incongruity between public image and private conduct was shown in 1967 when Norwell Roberts, the first Black officer in the Met, encountered discrimination behind closed doors while being an evident presence on the anti-apart protests (abolitionistfutures.com, 2023).
 actions.
The foundation of democratic policing, policing by consent upholds individual rights, community trust, and the general welfare of society while guaranteeing the efficient and moral operation of law enforcement organizations (gov.uk, 2020). 
The basic principle of law enforcement in the United Kingdom is consent-based policing, which is especially clear in the way the Metropolitan Police department operates. The dedication for developing public trust and collaboration, particularly in minority communities, is in line with the core principles of consent-based policing, which demand proactive participation, uncompromising honesty, and authentic representation.
Public trust and confidence 
The Metropolitan Police must carefully give community consent top priority in their continuous efforts to preserve and build public confidence. This requires direct and honest communication with the public in addition to a purposeful focus on resolving divisive topics including the use of divisive techniques like stop and search. (eolasmagazine.ie, 2022).
Protection of individual rights
Consent-based policing places a strong emphasis on the value of upholding civil liberties and individual rights. In the UK, the need of unconscious bias training and routine reviews for all officers is widely acknowledged. This is because it is consistent with the general emphasis on protecting individual rights within the context of consent-based policing (London.gov.uk,  2023). 
Community involvement 
The UK’s particular focus on increasing engagement resonates well with the ideas of consent-based policing. The significance of collaboration and the utilization of community-based law enforcement tactics in promoting a cooperative approach to public safety is emphasized by this alignment. Consent-based policing promotes cooperation and community involvement. The police emphasize proactive problem-solving, prevention of crime, and community-based law enforcement techniques as part of their collaboration with the communities they serve (london.gov.uk , 2020).
Use of force as a last resort
The basic principle of consent-based policing shared accountability for public safety is reflected by London’s diversity. Acknowledging that a varied police force is more suited to comprehend and attend to community demands, the Metropolitan Police’s continuous recruiting campaign is presented as a chance to close this disparity and establish a more inclusive and representative law enforcement presence.
Public approval and approval-based authority
Consent-based policing derives the police’s authority from the public’s endorsement and support. In contrast, law enforcement power is exclusively drawn from the power of the state. Support for the police increases the likelihood that people will willingly follow the law, which lessens the necessity for extreme measures.
Accountability and transparency 
These are essential components of the policing by consent philosophy. The public considers law enforcement authorities responsible for their conduct and acts. Accountability for any misbehavior, bigotry, or abuse of authority falls under this category. Effective supervision and increased public trust are two benefits of transparent policing.
Policing by consent is not only a theory; it is an essential principle that supports the operation of law enforcement in democracies. It guarantees that law enforcement functions in an efficient, moral, and popular manner. This idea is important for upholding social cohesion, individual liberties, and community trust. It stands for a police paradigm that is distinctly different from the coercive use of force and places a strong emphasis on the collaboration and support of the people in upholding law and order.
UK society has benefited from the consent-based policing concept. The police have established legitimacy, collaboration, and trust with the public by gaining over people to their cause instead of employing force or harassment. Effective law enforcement and the preservation of public safety and order have been made possible by this. By holding the police force accountable to the people, consent-based policing has increased openness and accountability. It has made possible a community policing concept in which police interact with locals to comprehend problems. In general, consent-based policing in the UK has promoted a positive and mutually beneficial relationship between the people and the police. As a result, people may feel more personally secure, areas may become safer, and crime rates may drop (emerald.com, 2023). Apart from that, by lowering tensions and confrontations between the public and the police, this strategy promotes peace in society. Police misbehavior and brutality are reduced when confrontational and aggressive techniques are avoided. This helps to prevent social unrest and escalation that can weaken community cohesion. Consent-based policing emphasizes the value of treating people fairly and upholding the law (theconversation.com, 2022). 
[bookmark: _Toc150360972]Conclusion 
It is clear from the entire discussion that “policing by consent” appears as the cornerstone of democratic law enforcement, having a profound effect on society in a number of ways. Communities that prioritize trust, justice, and community participation tend to be safer and more peaceful. It lessens conflict by reducing the use of forceful measures and decreases crime through increased collaboration. Consent-based policing promotes a just and respectable society in which people voluntarily uphold the law. It improves interactions between the police and the community, strengthening social bonds and general wellbeing. It is important because it establishes a framework in which the public and law enforcement collaborate to create a society that is more secure, moral, and cohesive.
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