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1. What is meant by the "Great Vehicle" and the "Little Vehicle?"  Give an example of a belief or practice associated with the "Little Vehicle."

After Siddhartha’s death there are two major traditions of Buddhism, Mahayana and Theravada. They had split and been developed on the basis of the interpretation of the buddhas word. The term “Great Vehicle” is used to refer to Mahayana Buddhism and “Little Vehicle” is for Hinayana. Mahayana Buddhism is sometimes referred to as northern Buddhism. It is referred to as “Great Vehicle” because it led to many schools of Buddhism and it embraced inclusivity as an expanded role for the laity and is seen to focus more on the liberation of the many, whereas Hinayana Buddhism is referred to as such by the Mahayana Buddhists, as it is seen to focus on personal liberation. 
Theravada Buddhism, “little vehicle” has stuck to the teachings of Buddha and have not changed, except for in the west. The core text is the Tripitaka/ Pali Canon and the main focus of Theravada Buddhism is wisdom. Their lifestyle focus is on a monastic life with strict adherence to the vinaya. The ‘goal’ of Hinayana Buddhists is the ending of attachment to self and becoming an arhat, who undergoes no further rebirths. Their beliefs focus on reaching nirvana through detachment and desirelessness and so being a monk is the surest way of attaining that. Their teachings focus on wisdom. 
The division of teachings are divided in to five groups: The Sutta Pitaka is divided into five groups: Digha Nikaya (long teachings), Majjhima Nikaya (middle length teachings), Samyutta Nikaya (connected teachings), Anguttara Nikaya (graduated teachings) and Khuddaka Nikaya (small book collections). The second collection is called the vinaya which are the rules for monastics on eating and relations with monks. The third collection is called the Abhidharma which means to go beyond elemental teachings and it is presented in sutras. An important form of meditation is vipassana, which means insight. 
Schools on Hinayana are Theravada with Abhidharmists who describe the self in terms of elements called Dharmas. Pudgalavadins which worked on the concept of the pudgala or self which correlated with the aggregates. There is a pudgala or "person", which is neither the same as nor different from the skandhas. The theory of momentariness can be used to help describe this. The theory of momentariness basically denies the view that objects are causally produced are in any way temporally enduring through time. So things do not lose property and acquire a new one while staying fundamentally the same in some way, things pass out of existence as soon as they have arisen and do not process any “temporal thickness.” Immediately after cessing to exist, they produce a discrete new object. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Mahayana Buddhism, “greater vehicle”. The goal of a Mahayana Buddhist is to becomes a bodhisattva. They are reborn voluntarily in order to aid all living beings to become enlightened. Mahayana Buddhism emphasis compassion. Philosophical schools such as Madhyamika and Yogacara arose from it. Madhyamika was founded by Nagarjuna whose major teaching was of emptiness. The teaching of emptiness is an essential part of Mahayana as those who learn about Mahayana are taught to become a bodhisattva. 



1. In what is bodhisattva practice thought to be superior by Mahayana?

The word bodhisattva literally means ‘enlightened being’. It is someone who has postponed personal salvation in order to help all other sentient beings reach enlightenment and has taken a vow in the presence of a buddha. Being a bodhisattva means being motivated by compassion and wisdom. The bodhisattva path requires intentional rebirth in to the cycle of samsara, rejection of the personal attainment of enlightenment, and sharing of your merit with all other sentient beings. There must be deep understanding of emptiness both of the self and of the dharmas, this meaning the lack of real, permanent inherent nature in any or one thing. It means there are no real essence of people or of things. 
Mahayana Buddhists find that the vow to stay in the cycle of samsara to be especially significant and superior. One must truly understand emptiness to be able commit to helping all other enlightened beings. There is also the significant factor that Buddha was a bodhisattva and therefore following the path to Buddhahood the way buddha had also done reinforces the interpretations and beliefs of the Buddha.
The five fold path is: The Path of accumulation, the path of preparation, the path vision, the path of cultivation, the stage of no-more-learning.
There are ten stages of the bodhisattva path are: the joyful stage where generosity is perfected; the immaculate stage, where the virtue of morality is perfected and becoming free of all afflictions and impurities; The third is the luminous stage where patience is perfected while bringing light of his insight to the entire world; the fourth is the radiant stage where bodhisattva perfect vigour and the 37 bodhipaksya dharmas, while burning away ignorance and craving; the fifth is the difficult-to-conquer stage where a bodhisattva perfects their meditative absorption and their understanding of the four noble truths, becoming increasingly impervious to the attacks of Mara; the sixth is the face to face stage where the perfection to direct insight in to the principle of conditionality is mastered; the seventh is far-going stage where the virtue of skilful means, established now at the pinnacle of existence and able to help all beings effectively; the eighth is the immovable stage where the virtue of aspiration is perfected; the ninth is the stage of good intelligence, the virtue of strength while acquiring the four modes of analytical knowledge; and the tenth is cloud-of-the-dharma where the bodhisattva perfects the virtue of wisdom, acquiring a radiant body replete with jewels, able now to manifest multiple bodies in order to help and be of service to benefiting other sentient beings. 
The bodhisattva vow is: However innumerable sentients beings are, I vow to save them. However inexhaustible the defilements are, I vow to extinguish them. However, immeasurable the dharmas are, I vow to master them. However incomparable enlightenment is, I vow to attain it.
 
