Nemetona: Goddess Of The Sacred Grove or Goddess of War?

Who is Nemetona? Inscriptions Evidence as a war goddess in Irish Mythology.

A SN X AT many difrerent Modern scholars (Sjoestedt 1994, 18; Squire 1912, 275) have frequently noted
inscriptions, most!y focusgd in the Romap Nemetona’s links to war and battle. Sjoestedt describes how Nemetona is “definite-
provinGe GEmEmE e Nemetona 'S ly a war goddess”, not a tutelary goddess (Sjoestedt 1994, 18). The main argument
mo.st commonl){ assc.)ae.ated W'th Mars Lou- - for this is the belief that Nemetona and Mars Loucetius are direct

o these nScupeh S)oestedt be parallels to the Irish the gods Nemhain goddess of frenzy and Net
I ik Loucetlus.her.e i doubt 5 God of war., Although there is initial similarities in the etymology of
replacem.ent UL £ |nd|genou§ C}el’uc god Nemetona and Nemhain, stemming from the same root word, their
oif W lectitsel LA U Th',s & elonin e names do not share a similar meaning. The reason so many modern
the fact that Mars is generally wgwed e c sources are willing to believe Nemetona evolves into Nemhain is
Rommam gere| @i T, B Hhat e s e i because the inscription at Bath creates a geographical link between

Nemetona is represented by modern scholars as either a Celtic or Romano -Celtic
goddess of sacred sites and as a goddess of war (Green 1992, 160). However, her
true function as a goddess is not truly known and is a point of controversy. Evidence
can be found in both ancient inscriptions and Irish mythology for her being linked
to war and battle however the relevance and accuracy of this evidence is not always
considered useful (Beck 2009, 251). Modern scholars can use a variety of evidence
to try and divine the meaning Nemetona had to the indigenous Celts, including the
etymology of her name, analysis of inscriptions and who she is represented along-
side as well as her later incarnation in Irish Mythology as Nemhain.
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4 . . having “martial roots” (Green 1”992 160) h 7 - ;:2}/) 1 itself has a Germanic origin, not British. There is also no inscriptions
The etymological roots of Nemetona's name indicates that she is at the least as- thei:;ceanocre isergaesgg?na?mn%n?; L?/eacl)(Oe’f molie cal IinI’<s to Iris%wri tholo P | of Nemetona found on ma'inland Ireland,
sociated with sacred sites, particularly groves (Green 1996, 474). The root word y Y J Y 9 = which W?Uld be expecteq it her myt.h
mefpetoris defined CRuRing ‘sacredigigleiion ‘sanctuary'. It canibeiound in Old Mars Loucetius was a highly influential god in the Romano Celtic world, even gain- Z; had surwved there Lmktp e
Irish, Old Welsh and Ole B tn where variants mean the same thing (Matasovic . . gn’y : 9 ' 9 —— weak as he is no real comparison to Ares
h ing his own temple, at Winternheimer Berg, where a monumental fountain was RIB 140, inscription at Bath

i SN " | niaht" “Shin v o “Brill ) or Mars as he is merely titled the god of
erected in his honour. His name translates to “Light”, “Shining one” or “Brilliant one war, andlshares not etymological linkwith Loticetius

(Sjoestedt 1994. 17). Paired with Nemetona in this context it would have been un- (Sjoestedt 1994, 32).
likely that he was a war god. More likely he was the creolized version of a indige- '
nous Celtic God, most likely Lug, due to the similarities in the etymological mean-
~ings. (Sjoestedt 1994. 17). Nemetona is linked also to Mars Rigonemetis, as their

- hames have a similar root meaning (Green 1996. 144). However the connection ap-
s to end here as the only surviving evidence of Rigonemetis is on a Roman cult

2009, 288). The Gat jr‘i-" 1 wor d ‘nemeton’, from which Nemetona is believed to get
her name, by modert (Green 1996. 474; Kilpatrick 2013)., means ‘sacred
grove’; Nemetona us referred to as “goddess of the sacred grove”
'-.;(G 1996 474 at the goddess was named after the sacred sites she
;:repheﬁented It is unclear if C-‘J:alhc root word came before the other languages or
if this was the influence of | .nf ‘ nas popularity in the British Isles and Whlch be-

- came adapted into native "L&
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