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      Engagement with the community is very important for schools and has many benefits such as learner opportunities and positive impacts on school aspects for example, pupil attainment. There are many opportunities and challenges in a school’s community which can affect teaching and learning. These can be influenced by various factors such as whether a school is situated in a low or high deprivation area. Based on my bridging experiences, there are various opportunities in School X’s community, including links with agencies and community groups, trips around the community, and useful contacts. However, there are also challenges in School X’s community such as having no community centre and parents being ‘time poor’. There are also many other opportunities and challenges in other school’s communities such as opportunities of engaging in Forest Schools and using community buildings and challenges such as lack of funding and resources. Whilst there may be challenges in communities, it is important that schools try to engage with the community as much as possible. Bronfenbrenner’s ecological systems theory (Guy-Evans, 2020) sees child development as a complex system which is affected by levels of the environment. The microsystem contains the most immediate settings including family and school. The neighbourhood and services such as health services are also included in these levels. Bronfenbrenner’s systems suggests that connections between these settings are important for development (Guy-Evans, 2020). Therefore, to benefit children’s learning it is important for these settings to have links with each other. Despite there being challenges in School X’s community, the school has various methods for working with the community and building partnerships such as allowing community groups to use school space and using the communities’ skills and expertise.  
Many schools aim to engage with the community through various methods. Based on my bridging experiences, one opportunity in School X’s community is that there are many community groups the school has links with. For example, School X allows groups such as dance, rotary clubs, sports teams, church, simply out of schools and rainbows to use school space. The school has been used as a polling station. The school also has links with community groups such as charities and links with Sea and Nature Quest and ospreys in the community. Links with community groups and partners can affect learning and teaching. One way that it can affect learning is that these links can provide learning opportunities such as allowing learners to join groups such as sports teams and rainbows. Furthermore, community partners can play a very important role in family engagement activities in school, and they can also be a source of great support (Welsh Government, no date, a). School X also has the opportunity of organising concerts, fates, and theme days which families and the community are invited to attend. This has various benefits, for example, it is an opportunity for teachers to get to know parents. Organising events which can be open to the community can also have an impact on learning by being a source of funding, for example selling tickets to concerts, for example to raise money to buy resources. However, some events are free entry as some community members come from low-income households, therefore, free entry allows many community members to be involved. School X also uses the skills and expertise of members of the community. For example, family contacts or family members give talks to learners such as grandparents speaking about their experiences of the Second World War. In addition, members of the community who specialise in or are experts in various fields such as science also give talks, such as space talks. Various authorities in the community are also invited to speak to learners in School X, such as the police and fire department. Trips to such amenities such as fire stations and talks by agencies and members of the community allows learners to gain knowledge and explore different careers. There are also visits to places such as farms. The school also has links with many agencies such as health visitors, LA team, and social services, which is important as this links into safeguarding and following health and safety guidelines in school policy and the curriculum. School X also runs various activities which are beneficial to the community. One example of this is that the school collects donations for foodbanks to support families of the community. The school also raises money for and has links with various charities such as Ty Hafan. This is a great opportunity for learners and the community as working with the community and links with groups such as charities supports one of the four purposes of the Welsh Curriculum (Welsh Government, no date, b), this is to support learners to become ethically, informed citizens who are knowledgeable about the community and the world, who show commitment to the sustainability of the earth and respects the needs and rights of others. 
In addition, another way some schools engage in the community is Forest Schools.  Forest Schools is an outdoor child-centred learning process which supports play and exploration and has a range of benefits for learners such as developing confidence and self-esteem (Forest School Association, no date). A report by Estyn (2016) looked at one school which uses Forests Schools and who discussed that when effectively used Forest Schools can have benefits to learners such as learning in the outdoors and learning various life skills. Therefore, this method of engaging in the community through forests school can support another one of the four purposes in the Welsh curriculum, by supporting learners to become healthy confident individuals (Welsh Government, no date, b) as there are benefits such as improving confidence. However, it is important to consider that opportunities such as forest schools may work in certain areas but not others, for example it may not be an opportunity for schools with a lack of funding or communities with high deprivation.
Furthermore, one large aspect of the community is the parents/carers of learners. Based on my bridging experiences, there are various reasons why it is important to engage with parents such as to improve attendance, offer support and improve the wellbeing of learners. School X has methods of engaging with parents and carers such as parental roles such as volunteering. School X has a parents and friends association (PFA), a small active group who meet at least once a term, support and organise concerts, discos and fates and provide funding for Christmas gifts and year 6 leavers parties. School X also has a governing body, a group of parents and community members who attend meetings and are involved in areas such as the curriculum, safety, safeguarding and finance. The school encourages parents to be involved in their children’s learning through various ways such as encouraging parents to be involved in language and play (LAP), Welsh and play (WAP), outside learning and play (OLAP) and numeracy and play (NAP) sessions. School X also uses the method of tray and display, where examples of work are displayed for parents to look through. The school encourages parents to read with their children and promote wellbeing. One way School X aims to involve parents in the curriculum is by distributing questionnaires. There are weekly coffee mornings and parents evening, during which parents and teachers can discuss academic development, behaviour and any concerns or needs that they have. Furthermore, School X allows parents to be involved in learning by creating individual development plans (IDP’s) which are reviewed 3 times a year and targets are set with parents. School X also provides a range of support for parents such as additional learning needs support, support for vulnerable families and learners, early help support and health support such as speech and language. School X discussed that early help support can be used for parents struggling with behaviours and can refer parents to play therapy and various strategies. The school also offers ELSA support and Family Support Officers. School X discussed that Family support officers work with parents for reasons such as to improve attendance and helping parents support learning. In some schools Elsa’s may be involved in parent and toddler groups and encourage parents to read with learners. An Emotional Literacy and Support Assistant’s role is to support children in school to understand and control their own emotions (ELSA Network, no date). 
School X provides support to learners and parents/carers during transition points in school. One transition point is starting nursery. School X provides welcome brochures, school tours and has activities to welcome new students and families. The school runs parent and toddler groups and library story time where teachers can get to know learners and parents and gain information. School X also has links with Flying Start, playgroups and private nurseries in the community. The school has also visited such private nurseries and play groups to first meet learners and has stay and play sessions before summer. From bridging, it seemed that the links to these community groups and school sessions have had a positive impact as they are opportunities to meet learners and parents, to inform teachers about any additional learning needs, to find out parenting styles and strategies, and ask questions. 
It is also important that schools provide parents/carers and the community with important information. School X ensures that families and the community have access to information and has adapted to the increased use of technology as a source of information. School X provides information through various methods including, using the school website, google classroom, social media, in particular twitter, termly class newsletters, parent guides and resources, information evenings, parent evenings and open days. 
However, there are also challenges within communities. From my bridging experiences, there are various challenges in the community that the school faces. One challenge is that many parents and members of the community work full time and are often ‘time poor’. The school also has a small parents and friends association and a significantly small number of parents and community who engage in school activities. The school is also situated in a community where there is no community centre. Challenges in communities are often influenced by various factors such as poverty.  These factors and challenges often have a negative impact on teaching and learning, such as lack of funding and resources for the school. Poverty has been a major factor in an attainment gap in Wales. In Wales, there is a serious issue regarding attainment gaps, for example there has been an attainment gap between learners in poverty and those who are not, pupils in poverty are also less likely to go to university and secure employment (Bevan Foundation, 2012). Therefore, its important that schools try to engage all learners from various socio-economic backgrounds, ensuring all learners have equitable opportunities. Low funding can have an impact on learning and teaching as schools with more funding may have more opportunities to engage in the community.
Whilst there are challenges that School X faces, the school has methods to attempt to overcome these. One method school X uses to support parents and community members who are in poverty is loaning free resources. School X has a ‘help yourself trolley’, including resources such as toothbrushes, books and hats. Furthermore, school X attempts to include as many parents as possible, for example, by recording concerts and activities for parents who cannot attend. There are also whole school engagement activities such as breakfast club which can be beneficial to parents who work full time. School X encourages social inclusion and has learners who come from different backgrounds including learners from varied socio-economic backgrounds and learners from low income to high income households. The school also has learners who practice various faiths and religions and learners who speak bilingual or whose first language is not English or Welsh. 
To conclude, based off my bridging experiences and research, it’s evident that there are many opportunities in the community which can have positive impacts on teaching and learning such as working with community groups and using the community’s expertise and skills. However, there are also challenges such as low funding. As a teacher, I will be expected to have various responsibilities. Challenges and opportunities in communities may affect my teaching in various ways. For example, if I am teaching in a low deprivation area, there may be more opportunities such as forest schools compared to if I teach in a school with low funding. Having access to more opportunities may further support meeting areas of the curriculum and responsibilities. For example, one of the five professional standards for teaching and leaderships is pedagogy, which includes engaging partners such as parents/carers in learning (Welsh Government, no date, c). To meet this, as a teacher I will aim to encourage various partners to be involved in the curriculum and learning and will think of ways to involve parents who have less time to participate such as recording events and distributing questionnaires. I also aim to create an inclusive classroom and focus on wellbeing, which will help me meet the four purposes such as supporting learners to become, healthy, confident individuals (Welsh Government, no date, b). Overall, having relationships built on trust and support and engaging with the community is important for schools.
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