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Assessment 1: Describe the key features of ONE significant sociological perspective and how they relate to the study of contemporary society.

[bookmark: _Int_Pq10v0Du]This assignment will describe some of the key features of feminism including the main concepts incorporated within feminist ideology, more specifically the concept of radical feminism (Haralambos and Holborn 2008; Dillon, 2010), consequently determining how this sociological perspective is intertwined within contemporary society. It will further examine the sociological inquiry of feminism through the methodology of qualitative and quantitative data, displaying how both methods have had a role to play in building a credible theory and one that is recognised in society today (Haralambos and Holborn, 2008; Westmarland, 2001). Furthermore, this assignment will investigate the way in which society is structured through the analysis of micro and macro levels and what those levels mean within the theory of feminism (Johnson, 2010; Chodorow,1978; Giddens and Sutton, 2017). Finally, it will touch on the characteristics of social justice and inclusion, again, looking at how these characteristics correlate with feminism within a contemporary society (Gilman, 1911; Schmidtz, 2006; Campbell and Manning, 2018 et al). 
[bookmark: _Int_wLL6eWFj][bookmark: _Int_kViSBSUM][bookmark: _Int_rPoBXrOx]When considering any line of sociological inquiry, Haralambos and Holborn (2008) suggest that the methodology and the way in which data and research is gathered is of immense importance if any credible conclusion is to be established. However, when using both qualitative and quantitative research methods to gain traction for a line of sociological inquiry, Haralambos and Holborn (2008) suggest that qualitative data is often seen as depicting a better outlook on the way in which people live their lives through their belief systems and experiences. When considering this from a feminist standpoint, Westmarland (2001) argues that both forms have a part to play as both provide different elements to build feminist theory. For instance, Westmarland (2001) claims that quantitative research is effective in terms of identifying the types of oppression women endure, using numerical statistics or surveys, whereas qualitative research is essential to better understand women’s experiences from their own perspectives, through word of mouth, indicating both are valuable standpoints.
Within the realms of sociology, there are several distinct approaches surrounding feminism, for instance; liberal feminism, Marxist feminism, and radical feminism (Haralambos and Holborn, 2008). In a general sense however, Dillon (2010, p.314) suggests that from a sociological perspective and at the core of this theory is ‘a focus on women’s inequality, and how that inequality is structured and experienced at macro and micro levels’. Although the concept of feminism is extensive, it is important to investigate the integrity of feminism and why it is still fundamental in contemporary society. Historically, events such as the suffragette movement are often considered to be part of the ‘first wave’ of feminist movements, which took place during the late 19th and early 20th centuries (Singh, 2018). The ‘second wave’ sees the introduction of the women’s liberation movement of the 1960’s which saw the arrival of the contraceptive pill and the abortion act (The British Library, 2022). Both the suffragette movement that fought for the right for women to vote and to gain access to education and the professions (Scott, 2014) together with the women’s liberation movement, are both key examples of profound feminist action which have stood the test of time and remain a symbol of how far the fight for gender equality has come. However, despite this stupendous progress, further research indicates that the fight for gender equality remains (UN Women, 2022).
[bookmark: _Int_D6ItXDaM]Haralambos and Holborn (2008, pp.109) claim that from the perspective of radical feminists, ‘patriarchy is the most important concept for explaining gender inequalities’ within a contemporary society. Within a patriarchal society, it is implied that men, primarily white, are situated on a historically grounded, man-made pedestal and therefore have had, and continue to have the upper hand on social institutions and common practices within society which exclude the standpoints of women (Dillon, 2010). Furthermore, with the element of male dominance placing itself at the forefront of radical feminism, Grosser and Tyler (2021, p.222) indicate that the factor that drives radical feminists today is the ‘naming and working to confront issues’ surrounding acts of violence, especially sexual violence carried out by men and inflicted on women. Moreover, and in reference to Mackay (2015, p.11), who claims that the act of violence by men towards women should not be deemed as ‘a natural phenomenon, like bad weather’, but instead views it as a political stance that has been adopted into the system over time but despite this, believes it can still be changed. This implies that acts of violence and misogyny have been allowed to exist for so long without repercussions, so much so that to many, it is seen as justifiable and even normal.
 With this perspective in mind, it is worthwhile to examine why radical feminism still has a place within contemporary society. In reference to a journal article that investigates feminist activism from the 1960s women’s liberation movement right through into today’s current society, Mackay (2015) argues that in some cases, the motivation behind radical feminism theory is due to reoccurring themes such as sexual harassment and rape, discrimination in the workplace, or even instances such as seclusion within a nuclear family throughout pregnancy and the upbringing of children. According to a crime survey carried out at the end of March 2019, quantitative data shows that an estimated ‘25% of women aged 18 to 74 years, around 5.1 million women, had experienced some form of abuse before the age of 16 years’ here in the UK (Office for National Statistics, 2021). These acts of violence imposed on women help to give a rationale as to why some women strongly believe in the perspective of radical feminism and why their fight against male dominance continues today. 
[bookmark: _Int_muTbqh6h]Within feminist ideology, Gilman (1911) argues that contemporary society is structured in such a way, that in some cases, it allows men to exist superiorly to women as opposed to living equally. She also asserts the idea that the society in which one inhabits is a ‘man’s world ‘(Gilman, 1911,12%) where man is accepted as the dominant race and women are considered a kind of ‘sub-species’. Gilman (1911, 4%) refers to this ideology as an ‘androcentric culture’ where she refers to history as we know it as ‘the history, such as it was, was made and written by men’, therefore implying that society both historically and as it stands today is founded around male dominance and therefore is not capable of promoting social justice or inclusion for women.
[bookmark: _Int_kZQ9TPWw]The basic principle of social inclusion is simply the enablement of people or communities to fully participate and be involved in society (The Charity Commission, 2001). Further to this, ‘justice’ typically portrays the notion of ‘what people are due’ (Schmidtz, 2006, p.7) and so from a social aspect, Campbell and Manning (2018, p.188) view justice as a concept ‘that laws, policies, and social institutions — not just individual behaviours — are part of the moral sphere’ thereby providing a macro perspective of the term. In this vein with the theory of feminism in mind, it is relevant to question whether women feel they are included and have justice within contemporary society. 
[bookmark: _Int_4Zx0T6y9]Only this year a decision was made by the US Supreme Court to revoke Roe V Wade which once granted women the constitutional right to safe abortion in America (Roe V Wade 1973). Through looking at qualitative data following the decision, it seemed evident that this overruling sparked outrage and was described as “an assault of human rights and a public health crisis” by Lewandowska (2022), a researcher in reproductive and sexual health. In a recent article looking into the repercussions of this decision, it was deemed that revoking this right would leave women feeling defenceless and that taking away that choice of abortion would place women in an impossible situation, forcing them to give birth to a child that in some cases, they do not want or cannot care for (Coen-Sanchez, Ebenso, El-Mowafi et al, 2022). When thinking about the concept of inclusiveness today, this example asserts the idea that it is neither socially inclusive nor does it feel like justice for women, reiterating the notion that the fight for women’s rights is far from over and that laws and policies are in fact intertwined with women’s rights (Campbell and Manning, 2018). This decision also suggests that men still have the upper hand considering that the decision in revoking this right was predominantly made by men (Snodgrass, 2022). 
Both microsociology and macrosociology enable a valuable distinction in which theoretical theories can be analysed (Giddens and Sutton, 2017), which in this case is the analysis of feminist theory. Thus, from a macro level, feminism was once, and in some cases still is, the denial of rights and equality to allow women to participate in educational, political, and professional capacities which have always been readily accessible to men (Dillon, 2014). From a micro perspective, Johnson (2008, p.455) states that some feminist theorists promote the idea that
[bookmark: _Int_iB8cFlj9][bookmark: _Int_DKBApAKm]‘Different socialization experiences of girls and boys in the family and in other institutional settings influence the way gender-related patterns of behaviour are learned and reinforced and gender identities thereby developed.’

[bookmark: _Int_k2xyPKct][bookmark: _Int_TX9In2qN]This suggests that people’s upbringing and immediate social environments have a part to play in the way gender roles are constructed within contemporary society. This is further reinforced by female sociologists such as Nancy Chodorow (1978, p.5) who put forward the notion that over the last few centuries ‘the family became a quintessentially relational and personal institution’ and from this, the role of a woman in this sense became hyper focused on childcare and caring for men both physically and maternally, hereby giving a micro analysis of feminist theory at its core. Given the nature of society today, both Chodorow (1978) and Johnson’s (2008) perceptions of a women’s role in the household still exist today. In a recent study looking into gender inequality surrounding household chores and work-family conflict, Cerrato and Cifre (2018) discovered that an unequal involvement in household chores by men in comparison with women was evident and that women’s contribution to tasks in the home was in fact more than twice that of the involvement by men. Such tasks that Cerrato and Cifre (2018, under ‘Results’) claim to be considered as ‘traditionally feminine’ include cleaning duties, childcare and grocery shopping, again, reinforcing the idea that gender roles within a family setting remain today. 
[bookmark: _Int_KuOAoYvb][bookmark: _Int_Ip6jIhrV]To conclude, based on the evidence presented in this assignment, the general understanding of the feminist approach is simply the desire for gender equality (Dillon, 2010). However, it could be said that the way in which gender equality is achieved is subjective, as there are several distinct types of feminism, all with their own belief systems and concept strategies in which they think equality can be best achieved (Haralambos and Holborn, 2008). Research suggests that the main reasoning behind a radical feminist approach is due to the continuation of violence inflicted on women by men and that this theme of male dominance has been ingrained into society since time began (Gilman, 1911; Dillon, 2010; Haralambos and Holborn, 2018). Due to this continuation of violence, the basic consensus within radical feminism is to demolish the patriarchy altogether and that the projection of a radical feminist stance is required within a contemporary society, given that quantitative data still shows high numbers of abuse cases reported by women in the UK alone (Office of National Statistics, 2021). In correlation with this, research in this case indicates that the concepts of both social justice and inclusion for women have not been met. This is evident when looking at the reproduction rights of women via the overruling of the constitution of Roe V Wade (1973) which took place only this year, further proving that social justice has not been dealt to women, especially when ironically, the decision to revoke that right was primarily made by men (Snodgrass, 2022). Finally, research within this study indicates that gender roles do in fact continue to survive within society today and thus, through micro analysis, the immediate social environments are essential in how both men and women form system beliefs and attitudes surrounding gender equality (Johnson, 2008; Chodorow, 1978; Cirrato and Cinfre, 2018). To end, through the sociological inquiry into feminism, both microsociology and macrosociology methodologies have shown that disparities between men and women still exist today, and that despite progress for women’s rights over the past two centuries, the reasonings behind the feminist movement today, through whichever channel of feminism it is, remain crucial and just in the contest for gender equality.
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