Collaborative Photographic Practice Evaluation

I believe that the visit to the Civic Centre archives inspired my idea to produce an exhibition that responds to the history and prominent cultural influence in Swansea. In our newly-formed group we brought along both digital and physical research material, and discussed ideas and venues. A few possible venues were suggested by myself and others but at the end of the session our group agreed on the Britpop Café. As a group, we met up at the venue to discuss the space and agreed on some basic ideas to put forth at the next tutorial. The owners of the Café – Andreia and Carlos – were more than happy to allow us to use the space. Interestingly, both Carlos and Andreia are Brazilian, so the food they served pertained to the idea of multiculturalism. 

The idea of creating a utopic micro-nation was inspired by the space itself: stepping into the garden you’d reach a standstill, and the only thing you could do was observe the snippets of our past surrounding the space. This way of thinking inspired our group to look at Timothy Morton’s Hyperobjects, and other such artists and philosophers. Our group eventually came up with a manifesto clearly stating the purpose and rights of its citizens. Visitors could also pass on their details via email to apply for citizenship and an ID card. The ID card served as a memento of the micro-nation once the space had been taken down. I also think utilising the space advertised the Café in a positive light which should encourage more customers to the Café. 

To advertise the exhibition I created bright, eye-catching posters and pinned them up around campus. I also send out emails to help spread the word. Our marketing techniques worked because a lot of people showed up and the space was full of people chatting and engaging in activities. On the second day of the exhibition, there were chalk board signs outside the Café which also helped advertise the space. With safety in mind, all electrical items were PAT tested by the lecturers and a fully-completed risk assessment was handed in to ensure we had checked the space for any health and safety risks. Each of us communicated our thoughts and ideas as often as possible through Messenger. From there we’d post documents, research, posters and ideas. The communication between each member of our group was consistent throughout - there were no conflicts or major disagreements, but rather suggestions on improving a poster or document were happily accepted.

On the day the exhibition opened, we ran into a few problems: the printers on campus weren’t working properly so at first, Ben couldn’t print out the ID cards nor the constitution. The ID cards were handed out a little later than anticipated, and the constitution was finally printed and placed where visitors could look at it. Sara had problems transferring a video from her phone to her laptop. Boots’ printing had broken down, so Rumer couldn’t collect her prints, and the plug for the TV was missing, so I had to search for a compatible plug. I visited the store on campus a few times, but it wasn’t open due to a shortage of staff. Strangely enough I had checked to make sure there was a plug attached to the TV two days’ before the exhibition opened, and initially there was one there but on the day the space opened the owners of the Café had trouble finding the plug. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Our group eventually overcame our problems on the second day of the opening of the space: the printers were up and running again, and I had decided to bring along my laptop to show my response. Sara brought in a small TV, and Rumer brought in sketchbooks, paint and pens. Everything turned out considerably well in the end. 

