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Three equals one

Apple was a squirrel who lived in a wood where he was the only one of his kind. Every morning, he got up early, and climbed out of his cave to search for food. He collected a lot of nuts, and kept them very carefully. He often dug out a few holes on the ground, where his freshly collected nuts could be put inside, because birds and mice attempted to steal food from him. Now the wood is dotted with holes that were excavated by Apple. A bird or a mouse will never be able to unearth a nut from these holes, but Apple will not be troubled by it, as he clearly remembered the exact position of every hole he has dug.

It was a fine autumn day, when a squirrel arrived in the wood and greeted him. Apple was a little bit excited, as he hadn’t seen any of his kind since his childhood, when his parents and brothers were caught by mankind as pets. 

“Hi”. Apple greeted his fellow squirrel with enough kindness.

“Hi, I’m Coal”. The other one said to Apple, while chewing some leaves, which with the noise he made some would assume his was chewing nuts. Coal was bigger than Apple, with greasy fur which covered all of his body. Because of his big size and colour, he seemed entirely like a black briquette.

Coal settled down in the wood, and they soon became friends. The wood was big enough for two of them, but it still took some time for animals there to look for food. Apple was glad that he could have some help at last. He was tired of carrying food and digging holes everyday by himself. 

But as time passed Apple was getting depressed, as he realized that his new friend was not as diligent as he had expected. Coal could not help chewing something everyday, and as he was such a clumsy squirrel, he could hardly manage to leave the cave where he lived in, let alone wander around in the forest searching for food. Increasingly, this guy was eating up all of the food Apple had stored.  Apple told Coal that they should work harder and gather more nuts and kernels, as Christmas was coming and they need more food in store. 

Coal realized that they were running out of food supplies. Everyday, they worked together, seeking nuts and kernels in the wood. Apple soon felt that it was unfair. He was more agile and faster, and he could jump from one tree to another just like a red light. Thanks to his fast movements, he always gathered a greater amount of food than Coal. But Coal ate a lot more than him. Apple didn’t like unfairness. Everyday, he cut down the amount of food he collected. Despite a remarkably vast appetite, Coal was not only a big eater, he was clever as well. He promptly understood what was happening, therefore he scaled down the quantity of food he gathered. Both of the two squirrels were trying to collect less food than each other, because they didn’t want to be taken advantage of. 

The winter was approaching. One day, they got new company. Another squirrel came to this wood. This one was smaller than both Apple and Coal, and his name was Chip. The forest has been shared by all three of them since then. They wanted to figure out a pattern that they could work together and collect enough food. Apple decided not to share his food with Chip, in order to prevent the same thing happening again. Coal ate a lot, so he wanted their new fellow squirrel to collect more food. Chip was instructed by them to search for food, but he was unwilling to do this. Why did he have to collect food for them?

Chip collected a pile of nuts and kernels, and buried them into a place where was known by himself only.  It was not long before Apple and Coal spotted what he was doing. Their friendship  fell apart. They stopped sharing anything with each other. They just collected food for themselves. They spent most of their time on digging holes rather than looking for food. As they were so worried that their food would be unearthed by other squirrels, they only put a very minor number of nuts and kernels into each hole.

Birds, however, began to exploit the broken-down relationship between the three squirrels. They picked up numerous nuts and kernels from the ground, as their squirrel neighbours were busying on spying on each other.

Finally, the Winter arrived with a heavy snow.  The three squirrels barely spotted any thing that could be eaten for a while. Typically, they should had been in a small, warm cave already, where they could spend the cold winter hibernating. In order to do this, they needed a sufficient food store, in case they were starved to death in their warm caves. As the soil in the wood had already been dug out into a beautiful carpet covered in snow, they were unable to find out the place where they had hidden their food. Many of the caves had been emptied. Their lives could also be endangered if they hung around in the field any longer.
“I am freezing to death !” Said Chip to his fellow squirrels.

“So am I !” Said Apple. 

They realized that they would have to cooperate, which was the sole option for them to survive. They made a decision. Rather than stand alone and take the chance, they decided to work together and work out a solution. 

They made a plan: while one of them was responsible for digging caves, which could be used for them to hibernate, the other two were searching for any remaining food in the wood. At last, they did it. They collected enough food for them to spend the winter, and as they already have the big caves, which were big enough to accommodate them and their food supply, they soon got into their hibernation, and passed the winter safely and comfortably. 

Creative workshop: critical commentary
My reflection on this class:

This module mainly helped me from three aspects. Firstly, it enabled me to improve my ability of English writing. Before taking this class, my writing may have contained some grammatical mistakes. But having taken this class and after a large amount of practice, I am able to write by using a more appropriate way of expression, and am able to avoid the majority of flaws. Secondly, taking this course has encouraged me to think more creatively. I tried to make a few stories about some well-known writers, and in the process I learnt what can I do to make a novel more reasonable and more dramatic, along with collecting information about a specific person or on a special topic. This curriculum also inspired me to write a creative story of my own, so that I decided to write an allegory ( including four or five fables) of which the first of them had been worked out already.  Thirdly, I increased my knowledge about literature through watching documentaries and learning the background stories of writers who were represented in the classes. I am getting to know more and more about English literature thanks to the creative workshop course. 
What I have read during the past semester:

During the last semester, I read three books, which respectively are the Metamorphosis, the Lord of the Rings and Robinson Crusoe. I particular liked the Metamorphosis and the Lord of the Rings. 
1. the Metamorphosis: The story itself: I like the Metamorphosis’ story, as I found it is engaging, ridiculous and realistic. I had never expected that someone would be turned into a beetle, and I was wondering what would it would be like if this really happened. The story perfectly fitted my curiosity. Having realized that the transformation occurred on Gregor, I was eager to know what would happen next. To my surprise, the family didn’t look for a cure for the family member, instead they managed to hide the fact and pretend nothing ever went wrong. I was at first shocked and found it is not understandable, because it is natural that when your family get sick you would seek help for them and try to help them get through. When I finished reading this story I thought that the novel is actually realistic. Gregor’s family at last abandoned him, as he was no longer able to make a contribution to his family. Just like in real life when a person gets sick, his or her family may become impatient after taking care of him or her for a long time, even if the patient could be their parent, grandparent, brother or offspring, of whom they closely connected with. What impressed me the most is that Kafka used an fictional event to describe something that happened in the real world. That inspired me a lot, and I could write something in a fictional way as well. 
2. The Lord of the Rings: I read this book, because I watched the film long ago. I was quite familiar with some of its content even before reading the book. Still I got a lot from the intensive reading on Tolkein’s book. I was originally expecting it to be a fictional novel, but after I read it through, I think it also deliver a anti-war concept, because those who were involved in the war could hardly find peace for the rest of their lives, and had to spend a lifetime looking for it, although they became heroes. It enlightened me that I could make some images and create a new world, and try to influence the readers through telling them my philosophy mixed with a fictional story. 
The reason for me to write my submission in particular:
1. I have no interest in writing something mechanical or rigid, like telling the readers that they should do something or another. Nonetheless, I don’t want my work to be meaningless either. I selected some animals like squirrels in my submission, because some fantastic things can happen between them, which can be absurd and laughable. I am also making an effort to connect the five stories. By making them related I want to create a sort of word, and whatever happens there can be reflected in human’s society. 
2. I am not keen on writing serious work, but I also do not want my writing to be too shallow. In this case, I wrote a story about three squirrels, which I tried to make both interesting and educational. In this story, I aimed at delivering a concept that people should not be dependent on others. I got some hints from reality, where many people are entirely capable of earning their living, but they relay on others too much and have no intention to work. For this reason, they just live on government supports, even if they are messing up their own lives. 
Whether these writers I admired influenced my in the writing of my submission :
1. Kafka’s life experience and his work the Metamorphosis did influence me in the aspect of my writing. He cast his own experience into the story, which was what happened in reality. From my viewpoint, it is a creative way of forming a story. Therefore, in my work, I demonstrated something that happens between three named squirrels, which also takes place in real life from time to time. He inspired me that I can write some stories with animals as the basic characters. I can also put my own ideas and philosophy into these stories.
2. From Tolkein’s work, I realized that I want to create characters with varying features. Just like I did in my “three equals one”, I named each squirrel. Their names were closely linked to their activities. By doing this, I hope to shape them with different and unique personalities. 
3. After reading Robinson Crusoe, I realized that I would like to make my work to be more descriptive, as this enabled me to tell the story clearly. In addition, by describing some characters in a realistic style, it will be more authentic and credible. Although I am making parable stories, I still want them to be reliable and believable, for these things happen all the time. 
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