Assignment 1 Observation
Jason Day 2107471
Module Lead – Karen Hudson

Background 
Child A is a 3 years 4 months boy who has been attending a school nursery in the mornings for 2 months. Within the setting each child will be assessed with the appropriate age level Wellcomm score sheet (Assessment, 2022). This allows educators to gain valuable knowledge and understanding of where the child is currently lies. The setting can then plan and deliver, age-appropriate tasks for the child, whether learning through play or assigning certain interventions if required. 

Aim
To observe and record all speech and language of Child A, when he interacts with children and practitioners.

Method 1 – Time Sample
Child A will be observed every 10 minutes for 1 minute over the period of one hour during class learning and outside play. Every interaction will be recorded correctly without bias and will be non-judgemental (Riddall-Leech, 2015).

Parental permission is displayed in appendix at bottom.


	

No.

1



2



3





4




5




6




7
	04.03.22

Time

10.00am



10.10am



10.20am





10.30am




10.40am




10.50am




11.00am
	

People present

Child A
One other child


Child A
One other child


Child A
Two other children




Child A
Teacher A



Child A 
Three other children



Child A
One other child



Child A
Teacher B
	

Antecedent

Child A walks to role play area

Other child walks up to child A 

Child A is playing with a phone



Child A walks up to Teacher A


Child A walks to calm area



Child A is outside and gets on a bike


Child A walks up to Teacher B

	

Behaviour

Child A bumps into another child


Another child says ‘can I pay?’


Child A is playing with phone, another child asks ‘is there nuvver one?’ Child A does not respond

Child A is holding a purse and walks toward Teacher A and  says ‘morry in er’

Child A sits down on settee. Another child falls over, child A says ‘e ow’

Child A is playing on a bike and another child pushes him. Child A says ‘nee naw’

Child A looks at Teacher B and walks up to them, Child A looks at Teacher Bs hand, sees a plaster and says ‘wa da?’
	

Consequence

Child A stops and says ‘orry’


Child A says ‘yeh’


Child A does not respond and child walks away


Teacher A responds ‘yes there is, money in there’

Child A leaves calm area



Child A rides away from child on the bike


Teacher B says ‘it’s a plaster, I have a baddie’
	

Speech

‘orry’



‘yeh’



None





‘morry in er’



‘e ow’




‘nee naw’




‘Wa da?’



Time Sample - Interpretation & Conclusion
Child A is confident to wander the setting freely and without constraint. Child A socialises with adults and children, he can integrate himself with other children when he goes to different play areas of the setting. He also interacts with other children, gives eye contact, and will speak verbally and respond to questions.

Method 2 – Event Sample	 
Child A will be observed when he interacts with other children and adults and all words recorded.
Aim
To observe Child A interacting over a ninety-minute period and to record all words spoken. Interactions will be recorded to show if age-appropriate milestones are being met.
	

No.

1






2






3










4








5








6










7








8
	11.03.22

Time

9.00am






9.11am






9.18am










9.31am








9.46am








9.59am










10.07am








10.13am
	

People present

Everyone in the setting





Child A
Three other children





Child A
Teacher B









Child A
Two other children







Child A
Teacher A







Child A
Teacher A









Child A
Teacher A







Child A 
Another child
	

Antecedent

Child A is sitting on the carpet with the other children



Child A is playing with role play area, he is putting pizza on a plate

Child A is playing the phone








Child A is playing with a toy in the sandpit with two other children



Child A is walking on the carpet






Child A is outside playing with a ball







Child A walks toward a bike in the nursery outside area





Child A is playing on a bike, another child walks up to him
	

Behaviour

Teacher A asks child A ‘do you want to play in the role play area?
Child A makes eye contact and  replies ‘yes pease’

Another child says to child A ‘can I ave sum?’ child A makes eye contact and replies ‘you wan pitas?’


Teacher B walks up to Child A and says ‘are you talking on the phone?’ child A looks up and replies ’yeh my momma’, teacher B replies ‘are you talking to you mommy?’ child A replies ‘yeh’

Child A is playing with a bucket and spade collecting the sand. Another child says to Child A, ‘you build castle?’ Child A looks and replies ‘yeh big caskcal’
Child A is walking on the carpet, Teacher A asks ‘have you got nothing to play with?’ Child A makes eye contact and replies ‘me dunno, me go out’


Child A is outside playing with a ball, Teacher A asks ‘do you want to play catch?’ Child A replies ‘wat da?’, Teacher replies ‘you throw the ball to me and I will catch it’


Child A walks toward a bike and Teacher A says to him ‘have you finished playing catch now?’ Child A responds ‘me wanna pay bike’


Child A is playing outside on a bike. A child walks up to him and asks ‘can I have go?’ Child A replies ‘you wan bike?’ and gets off the bike



	

Consequence

Child A stands up and walks to the role play area



Child A gives the plate to another child




Child A keeps playing with the phone








Child A keeps digging in the sandpit






Child A walks outside with teacher A






Child A throws the ball to the Teacher the ball








Child A walks away and gets on the bike






Child A gets off the bike to allow the other child to get on it
	

Speech

‘Yes pease’





‘You wan pitas?’




‘yeh my momma’
‘yeh’








‘ yeh big caskcal’






‘me dunno, me go out’





‘wa da?’









‘me wanna pay bike’





‘you wan bike’










	No.

9








10










11






12







13





14
	Time

10.21am








10.24am










10.30am






10.34am







10.39am





10.52am
	People present

Child A
Two other children







Child A
Teacher A









Child A
Another child





Child A
Teacher B






Child A
Teacher A




Child A
Another child
	Antecedent

Child A walks over to the slide and climbs the steps




All the children are outside playing and Teacher A calls ‘5 minutes left children and we are going inside’


Teacher A says ‘ok children its line up time’




Child A is sitting on the carpet for snack




Child A is finishing his milk and cookie


Child A is sitting on the carpet watching an education program
	Behaviour

Child A walks over to the slide and climbs the steps, two children are at the bottom and Child A looks at them and shouts ‘wa me go’ and goes down the slide


Child A walks up to Teacher A and says’we go in for r mik?’ Teacher A replies ‘yes, in 5 minutes we will go in for our milk and cookies’ Child A responds ‘ mm cooker’



Child A lines up and says to the child in front of him who looks back ‘ow e ave mik and cookers’


Child A is sitting on the carpet waiting for his snack. Teacher B hands him his milk and asks ‘would you like a cookie?’ Child A replies ‘yes pease’

Child A is finishing his snack and Teacher A says ‘did you enjoy your cookie? Child A replies ‘yes ank you’

Child A is sitting on the carpet watching the big screen, he turns to the child next to him and says ‘I ave dis ome’ other child replies ‘ me too’
	Consequence

Child A comes down the slide and watches the other child climb the stairs.




Child A walks away to another child








Teacher A takes the children back inside for snack



Child A is given a cookie






Child A sits quietly waiting for the next task



Child A sits on the carpet watching the program on the big screen
	Speech

‘wa me go’








‘we go in for r mik’
‘mm cooker’







‘ow e ave mik and cookers’




‘yes pease’







‘yes ank you’




‘ I ave dis ome’





Event Sample - Interpretation & Conclusion

Child A can confidently socially interact with children and adults, he can recognise both questions and commands and responds to both with spoken words and gives good eye contact. He is aware of his surroundings and can play in part of a group or independently. He can initiate a conversation with an adult and a child and is starting to form correct words and annunciation. He also can predict what will happen next when he hears a certain phrase or command from his teachers. Child A also recognises that he must say please and thank you in the correct circumstances. Teachers in the nursery setting can now perform the same observations to discover if child A has developed his vocabulary, annunciation and if intervention or an outside agency can is required, also, so that the parent can be informed. Educators will have understanding how to plan lessons that are aimed appropriately for the child’s level (Barber, 2012). However, Skinner (Skinner, 2019) and Pavlov (Pavlov, 2015) both disagree that early childhood experiences are not essential in the development of young children.



Comparison of both observations

The first observation showed that child A will answer questions asked to him by both children and adults. It also showed that he recognises the words spoken to him and has the confidence to respond to them. The second observation showed that he can initiate conversation and looks for people to interact with. He is confident in social situations, can maintain a conversation and will seek answers to his own questions.




Milestones
Child A shows that he is below the milestones for speech and language according to Sheridan 1992 cited in Sharma 2014 (Sharma, 2014). Davenport 1994 proclaims that 3-year-olds should have a vocabulary of about one thousand words and that 75% of words are understood. Davenport, however, believes that the early years of childhood are not crucial and that children who have not developed in their early years can still learn speech and language in their later years, as studies have shown (Green, 2010). Bruner identifies that adult involvement is fundamental to learning in children, and vital for the child to succeed (Bruner, 2006). Montessori and Piaget both agree that children understand and learn through play and by giving them new experiences and making tasks more manageable (Mooney, 2013). The observations demonstrate that child A learns from modelling and positive reinforcement and is extending his vocabulary when provided with new experiences.

Psychology Theories
The staff in the setting are using different approaches when teaching child A.
The Behaviourist Approach is used by educators. Albert Banduras’ Social Learning Theory is practiced through observation and modelling positive speech and language skills. Skinner’s Operant Conditioning Theory is also adopted, applying positive reinforcement when repeating and extending child A’s spoken sentences (O’Donohue, 2001). Teachers also reward child A when he finishes a task or behaves in an appropriate manner. The Psychodynamic Approach is also used by staff in the setting, firstly, they are incorporating the use of Sigmund Freuds Psycho-Sexual four stage theory (Erwin, 2003). Child A is provided with positive early childhood experiences in his learning, educators are working through each stage of his model to ensure the needs of child A are correctly met. Secondly, educators are following Erik Erikson’s Psycho-Social Theory, which also has links to cognitive and social development of children and is based on both emotional and physical requirements. Erikson extended the four stages that Freud had developed in his Psycho-Sexual Theory, in doing this Erikson developed eight stages that went from birth all the way up to adulthood. Education aims to meet each stage of a student’s life, from when they first arrive, to adulthood when they leave, following Erikson’s Psycho-Social Theory (Carley, 2015).

Recommendations

Educators of Child A should now expand his vocabulary and understanding by modelling the correct pronunciation, speaking slowly, and conversing with the child (Boynton, 2021). Child A will be benefit from being read to and singing which will help him correctly pronounce and understand the meaning of words (Harris, 2009). Educators can follow the Behaviourist Theory and Psychodynamic Approach to attain positive results through positive childhood experiences, role modelling and reinforcement. Educators can also use the curriculum that has been designed for children to fulfil their full potential (gov.wales, 2022).


Conclusion

Observation is an essential element of a child’s development, through observation and assessment, practitioners can recognise what skills to teach, understand what is liked, disliked and important to the child, and ensure that each need of the child A is met (Borich, 2016).
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Appendix

Nursery Setting …###########... Primary School

Child name :       Child A
Child age :		3 years 4 months
Parent name :       ………………………………….
Parent address :    .…………………………………………………….
……………………………………………………..
……………………………………………………..
Phone no :             …………………………………


As parent/legal guardian I grant permission for all nursery teaching staff to observe and assess the above pupil for educational purposes only.

Parent signature : ………………………………….

