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	About me
My name is Tim Speed, and this e-portfolio is a brief reflection on my experiences with modern contemporary challenges and an exploration into some of the viable solutions to these problems I have encountered during this module. Specifically, I will be looking into some of my experience with solutions regarding to climate change. This specific challenge, in my opinion, has the largest impact on my potential career as an outdoor adventure education student.
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	Current Modern Contemporary Challenges and their history
	

	
	To explore current challenges that affect our world today and the impacts of each, I have created a mind map (fig 1) to give a visual representation on how each challenge links to an effect on society and more relevantly, to my chosen course (OAE). This will specifically focus on climate change. 
	I chose climate change as my challenge of focus because I believe it has the largest impact on my potential profession through my course out of many of the other challenges which we have explored in this module
	



	
	Reflection:
The mind map in Fig 1 clearly links climate change and issues within our society and the Outdoor Advent sector. Environmentally, the industry will suffer because outdoor settings, which as outdoor educators we are paid to take individuals into for activities will be damaged. This can also lead to economic issues as many programs will have to cancel their operations and in an extreme case some activities may cease to exist altogether (Climate change impacts, 2024), meaning many jobs will be lost. In terms of health this can lead to issues with individuals not being able to get outside into the outdoors often enough, creating sedentary lifestyles and health issues. Furthermore, those who do get out and manage to engage in their activities could still see health issues arise from the deteriorating environment (Daly. et al, 2024). This demonstrates that climate change is a challenge to today's modern society and to the outdoor adventure education industry in general with the effects it will have on people’s ability to pursue outdoor activities and in turn their physical and mental health and development.
	[image: ]
	

	
	International examples of contemporary challenges:


Protect our winters
Protect our winters is a non-profit charity which operates worldwide aims at raising awareness for damage too winter-based environments, urging enthusiasts to take whatever action they can to protect their activities and lifestyle by preventing climate damage to those environments. (Climate activism for outdoor enthusiasts: Protect our Winters Italy | Mapo Tapo blog, no date) 
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		Local examples of solutions to contemporary challenges:

SERO
SERO describes themselves as a “community environment centre” (Sero, 2024). 
Attached are images of the premises and a video in which I begin to describe their practises and how they assist in reducing the causes and in turn acceleration of climate change.

Link to video: https://youtu.be/QyZX_PJCwuU 

	




	Collaborative work:

[image: ]
Group discussion regarding climate change (group drawing)

Within our lectures we were tasked with drawing an infographic/mood room style drawing of everything we had experienced at SERO environmental community centre, this involved myself and 2 other course mates begin given a piece of paper and some chalk and starting to draw everything we could remember from that day. A few examples of this included: our drawing of a family tree to demonstrate how plant monoculture is leading to plant-based inbreeding and stunting of nutrients that we can gain from consuming them. Furthermore, we drew factories to represent the endless stream of mass-produced products and that their only destination after being consumed will be landfill, contributing to a global climate crisis. We also, humorously, drew SpongeBob SquarePants to represent a ministry of imagination, believing the character's whimsical nature to be a good fit for describing the aims of that project. We drew a hopscotch board to represent the company's desire to reach a younger audience, meaning that there can be change in future generations as well as just our own. We drew a person holding a drill to present the purpose oof the library of things that they run, showing that anyone can do their own hoome based jobs and DIY projects without having to spend a large sum oof money on tools and then send those tools to waste once their purpose has been served.
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