Essay 1 
How have past instances of police malpractice and misconduct influenced modern professional policing?
Corruption, power abuse, and discriminatory practices have eroded public confidence in law enforcement, prompting calls for reform. As a result of high-profile instances of police malfeasance and negligence, for instance, the 1981 Brixton Riot, which led to the implementation of new laws such as The Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE), and the pros and cons of the new laws. This essay will discuss how past instances of police misconduct and misconduct have affected modern professional policing within the United Kingdom, focusing on significant changes and developments made to address these problems. Whilst arguing that the United Kingdom's response to police misconduct and malpractice has been shaped by political, social, and economic factors, as well as cultural and social influences and that ongoing efforts to promote professionalism, accountability, and transparency in policing are essential to maintaining the public's trust and confidence in law enforcement. This essay will explore the steps that governing bodies have taken to address past incidents, such as enacting new laws to provide a framework for police authority and accountability whilst performing their duties. The 1981 Brixton Riot was a violent confrontation between the police and the black community in London's Brixton neighbourhood as a result of a controversial stop-and-search policy that unfairly targeted the black population, especially the youthful black community. The riots resulted in fatalities, severe injuries, and extensive property damage over the span of several days. The Brixton Riot revealed entrenched racial inequalities, resulting in calls for reform and government measures to improve the lives of black people in Britain. The disturbances, however, serve as a reminder of the ongoing fight for racial equality (Briggs, 2012). The University of Leicester hosted a conference in April 1982, one year after the Brixton riots, to debate Lord Scarman's diagnoses and recommendations. Nonetheless, there have been consequences of Lord Scarman's report being published. The Report identified and emphasised specific issues caused by the disorders. There is widespread agreement that inner city issues and unemployment must be addressed as "good policing will be ineffective unless we also address and eliminate basic flaws in our society." There appears to be a consensus that bigotry and discrimination must be adopted and eliminated (Benyon, 1984) The Scarman report, commissioned in the wake of the disturbance, emphasised the significance of police reform and accountability, resulting in the 1984 passage of the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE) (Hargreaves & Levenson, 1985). PACE is intended to enhance police-community relations, increase police accountability, and safeguard the rights of individuals during police investigations. PACE provides a framework for police investigations that ensures the protection of individual rights, which is an advantage. Seven PACE regulations encompass different aspects of the PACE regulations. The Act outlines the investigative police powers of arrest, detention, questioning, entry and search of premises, and personal search. Coliandris (2014) believes that the purpose of the Act is to strike a balance between the authority of those in charge and the liberties of PACE Codes of Practice members. Although Card (2017) argues that The PACE regulation specifies a number of disadvantages of PACE. For instance, research from Jefferson (2012) indicates that stop, and search remains one of the most controversial police powers in England and Wales, despite recent declines in its use.
Nevertheless, Reference states that there has been a startling lack of research evaluating its effectiveness in reducing crime until recently. Tiratelli (2018) believes that stop and search have no effect on crime and are likely to be minimal at best. Further research appears to support this conclusion. For instance, Lennon and Murray (2018) questions the efficacy of stop and search cannot be considered in isolation from the larger issues surrounding the power: social and cultural understandings of what police are for; and a clear-eyed view of the impact policing has on the individuals and communities it affects. Six separate English agencies implemented a one-day pilot training programme on ethnic and racial bias in the use of stop and search powers using a randomised controlled trial. (Miller et al., 2020). Miller suggests that the training would reduce officer bias by increasing their capacity to apply valid criteria to investigation decisions and decreasing their reliance on racial and ethnic stereotypes. The training enhanced officers' knowledge of stop and search laws, made them more selective in hypothetical search intentions, and decreased their support for ethnic and racial stereotyping in policing, according to the results of a survey. Even without training, there was no evidence of bias against black individuals. According to police search records, training had no discernible effect on documented street-level behaviour regarding the frequency of searches, the intensity of reasons for suspicion, or their racial and ethnic patterning. This discussion concludes by highlighting the significant impact instances of police malfeasance and malpractice have had on contemporary professional policing in the United Kingdom. Specifically, the 1981 Brixton Riot exposed entrenched racial inequalities, prompting government efforts to enhance the lives of black people in Britain and the passage of new laws such as the Police and Criminal Evidence Act (PACE). While PACE has provided a framework for police investigations that guarantees the protection of individual rights, it is important to recognise potential drawbacks such as the controversial stop-and-search powers, which have been criticised for having a discriminatory effect on certain communities. Continuing efforts to promote professionalism, accountability, and transparency in policing, such as randomised controlled trials to evaluate training programs on reducing ethnic and racial bias in the use of stop-and-frisk powers, are crucial to maintaining the public's confidence and trust in law enforcement. Continue to consider the political, social, and economic factors that influence the United Kingdom's response to police malfeasance and misconduct, and work to ensure that everyone is treated fairly and justly by law enforcement.


























Essay 2 
How does media coverage affect policing strategies in relation to public protection incidents?
In recent years, there has been an increase in media coverage of public protection incidents in the United Kingdom. News outlets provide extensive coverage of incidents involving the police and the public, resulting in increased public awareness. This media coverage can have a significant impact on police strategies and responses to incidents requiring public protection. This essay will provide several examples of how media coverage has affected policing strategies, as well as explain why it is crucial to consider both the positive and negative effects of media coverage on policing strategies. High media attention can bring to light deficiencies and initiate the process of enhancing police public protection strategies. Stephen Lawrence's case is one of the most prominent examples of media attention leading to police reform. Stephen was a young black man who was stabbed to death by white supremacists in 1993, an event that received extensive media coverage (Lea, 2013). After years of campaigning by Stephen's parents and intense media pressure, the then-home secretary commissioned an investigation that resulted in the Macpherson report. The report highlighted institutional racism within the force and recommended a number of changes, such as increasing diversity within the force, that would enable the police force to more accurately reflect the community it serves. This may foster increased empathy between police and the general public. According to Ely and Thomas (2001), diversity promotes integration, learning, and increased job satisfaction. In addition, an independent police complaints commission was established to investigate and supervise police complaints (Lea, 2013). However, negative publicity can spread quicker and further, potentially affecting police officers' morale and confidence. Negative media coverage can have a ripple effect and diminish the confidence of excellent officers (Nix and Wolf, 2017). In the case of Wayne Couzens, for instance, a woman was arrested, assaulted, and murdered. The negative publicity may affect the morale of police officers, despite the fact that lessons can be learned to help improve the force, such as enhanced screening procedures. Negative publicity can have a greater impact on policing strategies than positive publicity (Hornik et al., 2015). The media frequently emphasises on negative stories. The vast majority of police officers protect the public, but their accomplishments are rarely widely publicised in the media. On the other hand, negative incidents involving the police and the general public are extensively reported, leading to public scrutiny and the need for policing improvements. Social media has had a significant impact on society, with the majority of the developed world having immediate access to new developments and the ability to share information with the general population. Social media is an effective instrument for locating missing persons because it can rapidly disseminate information to a large audience. There have been studies conducted to enhance police sharing of missing person information on social media platforms (Ferguson and Soave, 202). The use of social media in law enforcement can increase public engagement and trust and aid in the search for missing persons. Although this essay has focused on cases with high media attention, cases with little or no media attention may have the opposite effect, such as diverting resources away from similar cases with less public pressure to resolve. Consequently, it is essential to consider the significance of media coverage in policing strategies, as well as its impact on resource allocation and public perception of policing. The media can also influence public opinion, which can affect police responses to incidents involving public safety. It is also important to note that the effect of media coverage on policing strategies varies depending on the situation and the incident being reported. For instance, incidents involving terrorism or mass shootings may receive more media coverage and have a different effect on policing strategies than incidents involving routine criminal activity. Consequently, it is essential for law enforcement agencies to be flexible and adaptable in their approach to incidents involving public protection, taking into account the unique context and circumstances of each case. In conclusion, media coverage of incidents involving public protection in the United Kingdom can have both positive and negative effects on policing strategies. Negative publicity can have a negative effect on the morale and confidence of police officers, despite the fact that heightened media attention can highlight flaws and contribute to improvements. Social media can be an effective instrument for disseminating information and assisting law enforcement, but it requires careful management to ensure that only accurate information is shared and that public perceptions are not negatively impacted. In order to effectively navigate this dynamic landscape, law enforcement agencies must be proactive in their engagement with the media and adaptable in their approach to public protection incidents.







Essay 3 
How effective is early intervention in preventing young people from offending, or re-offending?
Young offenders, defined as children between the ages of 10 to 17, are treated differently from adults according to the law in the UK. As children develop, they may exhibit misbehaviours and learn what behaviours are acceptable or unacceptable in society. However, it is crucial to distinguish between minor behavioural problems that are a part of normal development and those that persist and may indicate a risk for future offending. Early warning signs such as disruptive behaviour, persistent tantrums, and a history of aggressive or inattentive behaviour in preschool can provide indicators for effective interventions. Interventions can be implemented at the family, school, and community levels, with various evidence-based programs and approaches being found effective. This essay will discuss the importance of early interventions in preventing youth from engaging in more serious offences in adulthood and mitigating the negative impacts on both society and the individual. It will also highlight effective interventions at different levels of the environment while acknowledging that some interventions may have limited effectiveness. Overall, addressing youth offending requires a multifaceted approach that considers developmental factors, early warning signs, and evidence-based interventions at various levels of the individual's environment. By investing in early interventions, we can promote positive outcomes and reduce youth offending in the UK. In the UK, a young offender is a child between the age of 10 to 17 and they are treated differently from adults (GOV.uk). A child below the age of 10 cannot be charged or arrested although other punishments exist such as local curfews (GOV.uk). Young offenders are 3 times more likely to be male. In addition, those who commit crimes when they are young are at a higher risk of committing more serious offences into adulthood. Findings of aggression particularly elevated in lowest income groups and affects children growing up in poverty.  Hence, it is important for early interventions as they can have those individuals from committing crimes and the downstream negative effects on society and that individual themselves (Loeber and Farrington 2000). In terms of the development of young offenders. All children may misbehave as they develop and tend to learn what behaviours are acceptable and unacceptable within society. It is important to distinguish between minor behavioural problems that are a part of normal development and those that continue. Although it is difficult to identify such individuals the development can occur over several years (Shinn, & Todis, 1988). Some early warning signs include disruptive behaviour more than what’s normal, tantrums that occur beyond 3 years old, history of aggressive inattentive behaviour in preschool (Loeber and Farrington 2000). Interventions can be at the family, school, and community levels. Ross et al., 2011 conducted a report on youth and early interventions which found several programs to be effective. At the family level, these included behavioural parent training, which teaches parents to reward positive behaviours and punish negatives, which was most effective in smaller classes of children above age 10. Multisystemic therapy is an effective therapy which focuses on intense personalized home therapy; however, it tends to only be for high-risk individuals, it includes parental training, reducing association with negatively influential peers and child training. In terms of effective school interventions, reorganization of the class to group high-risk and disruptive pupils and including cognitive behaviour techniques as part of the curriculum. An example of an effective intervention at the community level includes after-school recreation and mentoring, which allows supportive, non-judgmental support and role models. Some interventions do no work such as surveillance and military-style boot camps. In conclusion, young offenders in the UK, defined as children between the ages of 10 to 17, are treated differently from adults according to the law. However, research has shown that early interventions are crucial in preventing youth from committing more serious offences in adulthood and mitigating the negative impacts on both society and the individual. Identifying early warning signs such as disruptive behaviour beyond what is considered normal, persistent tantrums beyond 3 years old, and a history of aggressive or inattentive behaviour in preschool can aid in effective interventions. Interventions can be implemented at the family, school, and community levels, with various programs and approaches being found effective, including behavioural parent training, multisystemic therapy, reorganization of classrooms, and after-school recreation and mentoring. However, it's important to note that some interventions, such as surveillance and military-style boot camps, have shown limited effectiveness. Overall, addressing the issue of youth offending requires a multifaceted approach that considers the developmental factors, early warning signs, and evidence-based interventions at various levels of the individual's environment. By investing in early interventions, we can help prevent youth from engaging in criminal behaviour and promote positive outcomes for both the individual and society as a whole.
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