Introduction:
Today I am arguing in favour of the KilveyHill Skyline development, based purely on its economic benefits to Swansea. This argument is not about personal opinion; it is about jobs, investments, and long-term economic growth in a city that needs sustainable opportunities.
Slide 1: 
When we look at the overall economic advantages of the Kilvey Hill Skyline development, the key point is value for money.​

Tourism developments typically generate strong economic returns because visitor spending supports multiple sectors at once — hospitality, retail, transport, and services.​
This project is expected to generate long-term revenue through visitor numbers, employment, and ongoing business activity. Unlike short-term funding schemes, the Kilvey Hill development creates a self-sustaining economic model that continues to benefit Swansea year after year.​

The opposition may focus on short-term costs, but the evidence shows that long-term economic gains outweigh initial investment. From a purely economic standpoint, this development represents a strategic investment rather than a financial risk.

Slide 2:
Jobs are the foundation of any economy.​
The Kilvey Hill development is expected to create around 478 construction jobs and over 100 permanent jobs once the site is operational. These are not temporary benefits; they are long-term employment opportunities in tourism, hospitality, and management.​

Opponents may argue that development comes with risk, but I would argue that unemployment and lack of opportunity are far greater risks. Swansea already struggles to retain graduates, with many leaving for larger cities due to limited job prospects. This development helps keep people working and spending locally.

Slide 3:
The economic benefits of tourism do not stop at the attraction itself. Visitors spend money on hotels, restaurants, cafés, transport, and local shops, spreading the economic impact across the city.​

This is particularly important for small and medium-sized businesses, which make up a large part of Swansea’s economy. Increased footfall helps these businesses grow, become more resilient, and employ more people.​

Opponents may claim the benefits are limited to one site, but the reality is that tourism spending circulates throughout the local economy, creating a multiplier effect that benefits the wider city.

Slide 4:
Short-term thinking is one of the biggest mistakes cities make.​
Economic assessments estimate that the Kilvey Hill development could add around £84 million to Swansea’s economy over 15 years. That figure includes wages, visitor spending, and supply-chain activity.​

Importantly, the project has received £4 million in Welsh Government funding. Governments do not invest public money without evidence of economic value. This investment signals confidence in the project’s long-term viability and helps attract further private investment.​

If this project were economically weak, it would not have received this level of support.

Slide 5:

Another important economic advantage of the Kilvey Hill development is its efficient use of land and existing infrastructure.​

Rather than expanding the city outward — which is expensive and inefficient — this project makes use of the Landore Park and Ride, an existing transport hub that is currently underused.​

From an economic planning perspective, concentrated development is far more cost-effective than scattered growth. It reduces the need for new roads, new transport links, and additional public services, all of which are expensive for local authorities.​
Opponents may argue that development should happen elsewhere, but that ignores the reality that spreading development increases public spending. The Kilvey Hill project focuses investment in one area, ensuring higher economic returns per pound spent and better use of existing resources.​
​
Conclusion:
In conclusion, the economic case for the Kilvey Hill development is strong and based on clear evidence. The project would create hundreds of jobs, increase tourism spending across Swansea, and generate long-term economic value. It would also attract government and private investment, helping to strengthen Swansea’s position as a competitive city.
Economic growth does not happen by chance. It happens when cities are willing to invest in new opportunities. Supporting the Kilvey Hill development is not a risk — the real risk is failing to grow. For these reasons, I strongly support the Kilvey Hill Skyline development.

