All about me
My name is Melanie Gamble. I am a mum of four children and grandmother of six, three boys and three girls. 

I am originally from Merthyr Tydfil, where I went to school and made my lifelong friends.

I moved to Swansea when my youngest two children were still at school and my eldest two employment age.

It was a difficult time, not knowing anybody in a new city, but through school visits and employment, I gained new friendships. 

I secured a job at Boots the chemist in The Quadrant shopping centre as a Christmas temp, but was fortunate to be kept on as a permanent member of staff. During this time, not only did I experience the demands of a busy department store at the busiest time of the year, but was also included on staff days out which I welcomed.

The children by this time became settled at school, making lots of new friends and joining in the sporting activities. My son played football for the school and joined the local team, playing at the weekends. My daughter excelled at athletics, especially running, from which I was approached by Swansea harriers for her to become a member.

My eldest children also settled into employment, which also enabled them to make friends as theyd not gone to school here.
They both went on to meet their partners through work and now have their own families.

When my children grew up and left home, I was able to work longer hours including shift work, it was then I went into the care sector which I thoroughly enjoyed. This found me working for Swansea council Social services department with the elderly, some with dementia and adults with disabilities and challenging behaviour. This was on a zero hour contract basis, covering all the council run care homes in the Swansea area. After a few years, I secured a permanent position within a dementia residential home.
A few years later, I brought my experience onto the wards by joining the nurse bank. This enabled me to work on many different wards and gave me a great knowledge and understanding of how the different wards were run and an insight of different specialities. Cardiology and neuro being my favourite in the early days.
Later I worked at a hospital for mental health patients, and it was here I found what id really like to do as a career.
After much thought, I decided to apply for university to futher my skills, knowledge and understanding to hopefully achieve my goal of becoming a mental health nurse.
Besides my work life, I enjoy spending time with my family on beach days and holidays, being it abroad or in this country, the children especially enjoying a caravan holiday. We enjoy picnic days out and cinema or bowling trips.
I also have a passion for interior design. I enjoy changing furnishings, cushions, curtains ect and décor items, to make the home transformed, sometimes on a budget.
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