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[bookmark: _Toc70346412]Introduction:
Virtual learning environments (VLEs) are a form of digital technology and software that allows organisations to learn and teach different curricular activities online and helps them in completing the academic courses by distant learning. The learning environment has a significant effect on students' learning processes, and their success is contingent on it if done correctly. It is a crucial tool for institutions with numerous consequences, and many educational institutions are completely reliant on the virtual environments built for learning in the COVID-19 crisis. This platform can be efficiently used for creating educational contents and assignments which is important for educational organisations. The application of the VLE along with the benefits and drawbacks of the same shall be discussed in the assignment. VLE’s have gained a plenty of importance amidst the ongoing pandemic. 

[bookmark: _Toc70346413]Research Question: 
What are the advantages of Virtual Learning Environment?
What are the disadvantages of Virtual Learning Environment?
What are barriers that are experienced because of Virtual Learning Environment?
[bookmark: _Toc70346414]Research strategies: 
Database and search tools: Google scholars.
Background research: Literature Review
Search item: VLE, advantages of VLE on students, Virtual learning environment benefits and barriers, barrier for online learning.
Search method: The method of search will be focused on qualitative and quantitative analysis from reputable sources and newspapers. On the basis of the questionaries as well as archival analysis, a mixed method approach was used.

[bookmark: _Toc70346415]Literature review:
In the framework of this project, the literature review of virtual learning environments will outline the context as well as the advancement of the same. The historical background of the VLE, as well as the positive and negative effects of the VLE, will be addressed. According to Pinchuk et al., 2019 the virtual learning environment is commonly used, and the architecture for this workplace is not traditional. The group that makes up a virtual learning environment will come from all over the world and have a variety of cultural backgrounds and lifestyles. Various software has been in use for long on a large scale to host virtual classrooms and discussion sessions that are aimed at conducting the academic courses online. 
Background of VLE: The virtual learning environment is commonly used, and the architecture for this workplace is not traditional. According to Thompson, (2019) the group that makes up a virtual learning environment will come from all over the world and have a variety of cultural backgrounds and lifestyles. Moodle was a virtual learning environment that was launched in 2001 and was designed to assist tutors in designing online courses and study programmes for students. Since then, many institutions have been expected to use virtual learning environments as part of the UK government's policy. As implied by Hantoobi et al., (2021) digital learning environments were found to be beneficial to learning, which benefited all organisations that used virtual learning environment tools such as Moodle and Blackboard. Many organisations use VLE as a repository tool for teaching materials and for uploading files to these platforms with ease.
The Advantages of Digital learning experiences that are mentioned by Ali  (2020) can be used by a large number of elementary students as well as higher education institutions to collaborate with teachers and expand their understanding and analytical skills. Graduate students are more likely to use internet-based tools for learning, according to statistics and researchers based on student propensity towards virtual learning environments. The VLE is critical for increasing student reflection on the subject matter, as well as inducing progressive thoughts and allowing them to think independently (Abdallah, 2019). However, there are plenty of advantages which need to be leveraged to make the effective use of software based on online learning. Students have easy access to the exposure, utility, and experience that has been given by virtual learning experiences, and they can learn at their own pace and in their own locations. The interactive learning programme allows organisations to assist individuals and teachers in comprehending what is happening on the platforms. The built-in tests and task portals will assist in absorbing the breadth of information, and the content is always accessible. All is exposed to the same content and materials that the tutor organisation has produced with the aim of conveying the learning purpose. 
As suggested by Falcão et al., (2018) the students' need for VLEs and their reliance on them meant that students had become more optimistic and enthusiastic, and the learning ability machine had grown. In addition, students who are introverted in general were found to be more social and extroverted in online settings, as well as being more involved in those sessions. Students can benefit from the comfort of their homes and due to the increase in efficiency and usability, the VLE’s hold an important position from the mutual point of view. These platforms have enabled students to access lectures at any time and from any place, which is the most important feature of a virtual learning environment because they can rewind and forward the lectures at their leisure. Many students mentioned that they understood the content on the online platform much better than they did in traditional classrooms (Martin, 2019).
The disadvantages of the virtual learning environment as suggested by Sadeghi (2019) included the fact that online instructions were not as successful as those provided in traditional classrooms. Based on the observations of the teachers, it was concluded that when classes were conducted on online platforms, students were less pleased with their comprehension of the material (Lapitan Jr et al., 2021). The online classroom atmosphere has been shown to launch a lack of sense of community as well as organised dialogue. The downsides of the VLE have impacts that can create severe effects on the academic performance of the students. Virtual learning environments were found to be a source of passive learning, with discussion mechanisms being used infrequently. Burgess and McGregor, (2018) imply that Students' enthusiasm and encouragement were shown to be lower on online learning platforms because they did not seem to be involved in participating in the programmes that were designed to improve their knowledge levels. The students seemed to be less serious, and the relaxed approach of the overall intensity of the online classes suggests that the students were not serious during the online lectures, which was a factor in their poor academic performance.
Although students and tutors interact in the virtual learning environment, there are several obstacles that can be seen, and these barriers have a direct impact on success (Farrell and Brunton, 2020). Students who use interactive learning environment tools experience knowledge overload, which has a negative impact on their learning. There are a variety of ways to convey knowledge and information to students using communication technologies, but the processing of that knowledge by students remains a problem that must be addressed. The dedication and commitment of the students play a vital role in this case. It has also been found that mind wandering occurs often, and that it is one of the most common obstacles encountered during the learning process, with the mind being absent half of the time but this is being countered by gaze detection tools (Hutt et al., 2019). It is suggested that video lectures be kept short so that the mind does not become tired and focus can be maintained for a longer period of time, increasing the quality and efficacy of the learning process. Despite the fact that technical equipment is available to students and teachers, successful use of the equipment is required to ensure that academic failure is avoided.
According to Valverde-Berrocoso et al., (2020) another barrier that can be seen in the virtual learning environment phase is role ambiguity, which causes inconsistencies between teachers and students, resulting in sociability issues and misalignment of behaviour and functions. Inadequate time management is another obstacle that is seen in the virtual learning world, where students are given a plethora of assignments regardless of time constraints. Students who maintain daily study patterns and appreciate the learning process were found to be at ease with both online and off-line teaching methods, with the same findings obtained regardless of the teaching platforms (Rakoma, 2018). Reading and writing skills are also essential and can be viewed as a barrier to the virtual learning environment, as well as verbal communication, which plays an important role in the students' overall growth.
[bookmark: _Toc70346416]Quantitative: Because of the increased emphasis on virtual learning environments, which benefits both students and organisations that adopt them, the student retention rate has increased from 25 percent to 65 percent. There has been an increase in the number of students who are completing their graduation education online, which has increased from 6% in 2006 to 28% in 2016. However, because of the ease offered by the interactive learning environment, tutors have found that they need to make less attempts to teach the children the contents of the course (Dietrich et al., 2020). The completion rate of postgraduate and undergraduate degrees in the United Kingdom has been found to be between 70 and 80 percent. More than 3 million students worldwide are pursuing higher education through online platforms, and immersive learning environments are assisting them in completing their degrees from the convenience of their own homes. COVID-19 is a virus that infects people. Because of the high demand for online courses, the educational industry's total revenue in the UK has increased by more than 6%, or 3 billion British pounds.
[bookmark: _Toc70346417]Qualitative: One of the most significant benefits offered by the virtual learning experience is the versatility it provides. According to a study focused on the virtual learning world, many students appreciated the online learning process because of its convenience and accessibility (Ghazi-Saidi et la., 2020). A virtual learning environment's regulation of the ease of access to online learning modules that may be accessible for students at any time is an important aspect. Since students do not have to pay extra money for textbook contact or food, the cost efficiency of a virtual learning experience is higher. Students were able to study and prepare for exams with the help of electronic testing platforms that were readily available. Students can easily understand the subject matter of the content due to the well-structured and organised educational content, just as the tutor would in off-line classes. Familiarity with the tutors is an important aspect of the virtual learning environment, as it facilitates proper communication, which is critical for achieving successful academic outcomes.
Due to the students' inability to self-reflect on their results due to delays in receiving feedback from the teachers, they experienced a great deal of discomfort and problems. The tutors did not have the technical support that students needed during sessions on virtual learning environment platforms, which resulted in a slew of issues that generated roadblocks in the learning process. Many students just log in to the online learning session but do not attend, causing a slew of problems for teachers who are responsible for their students' academic outcomes. The online lectures appear to be monotonous, which students find repetitive, and a lack of interest is another problem that virtual learning environments face at first, resulting in a decline in productivity (Harrington and Zakrajsek, 2017).


[bookmark: _Toc70346418]Conclusion:
The role of a virtual learning environment and how it supports tutors and students is addressed in the following task. The VLE literature review was addressed at the start of the task, both its positive and negative aspects. The assignment also sheds light on the methodologies, as well as the qualitative and quantitative dimensions of the virtual learning environment, based on credible analysis. VLE is an has gained more importance than ever as the ongoing pandemic is unpromising and plenty of students and universities are benefitting from the same.
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