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Task 1

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 
Vulnerability and Risk, Evidence-based policing

You must choose a policing incident in which you played a significant role with a victim of crime or anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. 

	
Give a brief description of the incident including social and legislative contexts and any relevant cultural, ethnicity and language issues. 

Critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches (by professionals and the police) in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. 

Explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Consider the use of evidence-based policing. 

2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)





ANSWER:

Word count – 2187
Introduction:
This essay will discuss a policing incident in which I played a significant role with a vulnerable victim of crime/anti-social behaviour and reflect on what happened. The essay will discuss what happened in the incident, critically evaluate the appropriateness of different approaches, and finally, explore what works in relation to tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. 
The incident:
This incident involves a report from a support worker, who expressed concerns that a vulnerable couple were being victims of cuckooing. Cuckooing is a term used when ‘professional criminals target the homes of adults with care and support needs so that the property can be used for drug dealing’ (Derbyshire Safeguarding Adults Board, 2022). The support worker was conducting a home visit and when they attended the address, there were three young males and drug paraphernalia in the address, including weighing scales. The three males are well-known criminal subjects in the local area. Both victims are in their late 60’s and are vulnerable. Jack is vulnerable due to his age and an extremely low IQ and Jill is vulnerable due to her age and lacking mental capacity. A vulnerable person is defined as ‘a person, who as a result of their situation or circumstances, they are unable to take care or protect themselves, or others from harm or exploitation’ (College of Policing, 2020). This incident is very disturbing, as it is concerning when vulnerable individuals are prayed on by professional criminals. There is a critical need for Police to act and safeguard these individuals. However, a multi-agency approach is integral to ensure that the victims are suitably safeguarded. 
A welfare check was conducted at the address. Jack was present but Jill had been admitted to the Grange Hospital. Jack and I spoke at length regarding his needs and the concerns of cuckooing, as it’s important to obtain the views of the victim. Jack expressed that he knew the three subjects were not people he should be socialising with. I also spoke to him about what further support he would like from partner agencies. Jack consented to a referral to partner agencies being submitted, which is critically important. This allowed partner agencies to be informed of the incident and to provide further support. The referral is known as a Public Protection Notice (PPN). A PPN was submitted detailing all the concerns, victims’ thoughts and possible further support which may benefit the victim. This PPN was a catalyst for several partner agencies to provide support to the victim. There were a POVA strategy and CASAM meetings, which discussed this incident and what further support is required. 
A critical marker was also put on the address on the Police database, which will inform officers attending any future calls at the address regarding the concerns of cuckooing. The Neighbourhood Policing Sargent was also made aware of this incident, which enabled high visibility patrols around the area and daily visits from officers, who would speak to the victim and provide any reassurances needed. There is still an ongoing investigation and safeguarding; however, this has been delegated to a specialist department.
Appropriateness of different approaches:
There is a critical need for a multi-agency approach in supporting or managing vulnerable people or people at risk of harm. It would be ineffective if one agency provided support and safeguard vulnerable individuals on their own. A multi-agency approach is effective as the professionals in each department work together to provide professional support in their specific area, providing the individual with a more effective service (Cleaver, et al., 2019). Police officers will submit PPNs whenever they encounter domestic abuse victim or a vulnerable person. This allows a multi-agency approach to all vulnerable people and domestic abuse victims. However, a multi-agency approach has its challenges as it can result in uncertainty over professional identity and professional status (Moran, et al., 2007; Cleaver, et al., 2019).

In society, there is a critical need to be able to support vulnerable individuals or individuals at risk of harm. The number of Police incidents involving mental health has increased massively over recent years (Jones, 2019). This has required the mental health services and the Police to develop effective communication and continuously developing a working relationship. The provisions to support an individual at risk of harm to themselves individual from a Policing perspective is to take the individual voluntarily to the mental health services for an assessment and support or to detain that individual through section 136 of the Mental Health Act (Mental Health Wales, 2022). The Mental Health Concordat states four principles for supporting individuals at risk of harm to themselves, which are: effective access to support before crisis point; urgent and emergency access to crisis support when needed; improved quality of treatment and care when in crisis and continued support after crisis (Department of Health, 2014). The four main principles illustrate the critical use of a multi-agency approach and the effective use of additional support to overcome the risk of harm to themselves.  

Domestic violence is an ever-present issue in society, which requires support for the victims (Mahmudova, 2019). There is a critical need for a multi-agency approach due to it including a huge variety of factors such as housing, children, and psychological trauma (Alderson, 2022). Operation Encompass is a multi-agency project to empower children affected by domestic abuse and aims to educate and support those who have been victims (Alderson, 2022), which has been very effective and has decreased re-offending by 65% (Alderson, 2022). However, these results may not be accurate due to issues of crimes not being reported (Home Office, 2022). There is a critical need to work together and combat these issues such as mental health and domestic violence in society, as the Police do not have the expertise, nor the resources to tackle these issues alone (Reynolds, 2019). Furthermore, these issues are caused by a plethora of factors, which are complex to solve and therefore, need expert knowledge and schemes such as Operation Encompass being implemented to tackle these issues (Mahmudova, 2019). The multi-agency approach ensures coordinated support for victims, which should be central to everyone’s focus (Home Office, 2022). However, a multi-agency approach presents some difficulties due to the differing of priorities from different agencies involved (Cleaver, et al., 2019).
Regarding this incident, all partner agencies worked efficiently as they saw this as an urgent matter. The actions were appropriate and occurred promptly.
What works in tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending? 
This section will discuss what works when tackling repeat victimisation and repeat offending. Repeat victimisation is defined as an individual who is the victim of a crime on two or more occasions within a year (Weisel, 2005). Whilst repeat offending is defined as an individual who has committed a crime more than once (Merriam-Webster, 2022). Tackling repeat victimisation and offending are very complex issues, as they involve a plethora of different factors (Pease & Laycock, 1996). Research suggests that a small proportion of society experience a large proportion of victimisation (Farrell, 1995), which is illustrated by the statistic that 1% of people experience 59% of personal crimes, including violence (Grove, et al., 2012; Pease, 1998). Therefore, repeat victimisation must be tackled, to provide this proportion of society more support.
Educating victims on how to prevent being victimised is critical to provide victims with the knowledge to safeguard themselves from further incidents (Grove, et al., 2012). With domestic violence, preventing repeat victimisation is a longer process, as there is a plethora of different factors which can prevent the victim from leaving the relationship (McLeod, 2014). The victims must be provided with adequate support and provisions to allow them to feel confident enough to leave the relationship, as for some individuals, leaving the relationship may leave them homeless (McLeod, 2014). Once the victim has left the relationship, the support must continue, as the risk of further incidents increases, which is shown by 77% of domestic violence murders occurring after the victim has left the relationship (Battered Women's Support Services, 2020). However, to prevent repeat victimisation, there is a critical need to prevent offending in the first place (Grove, et al., 2012). 

The development of the criminological world has provided a greater understanding of the contributing factors of the offender; therefore, providing society with more knowledge to implement schemes to reduce re-offending (Ministry of Justice, 2013). The importance of tackling re-offending is exhibited as research states that prior offending is the most reliable predictor of future offending; thus, preventing re-offending would decrease a large proportion of all offending (Nuttal, et al., 1977; Farrell, 1995). Hirschi (1969) developed the theory of social bonds, which states that if an individual has social bonds to society, it will act as a protective factor and deter the individual from offending (Hirschi, 1969). Society must ensure that all individuals connect to society through employment or association. The importance of employment on the likelihood of offending is illustrated by research which states that stable employment is a critical part of an offender’s journey to desist from crime (Novus, 2018). Employment provides offenders with independence, earning ability, routine, and social bonds (Novus, 2018). The positive impact of employment is shown by research which states the re-offending rate was 9.4% lower for those who gained employment post-incarceration (Ministry of Justice, 2013). Therefore, schemes to upskill offenders are critical to decreasing the likelihood of re-offending (Gattavari, 2021). 

In addition to employment, research states that parental affection and family relationships are integral protective factors which reduce the likelihood of offending (Bjarnason, et al., 2005). Research states that Adverse Childhood Experiences (ACEs) significantly increase the likelihood of an individual offending. An ACE is defined as a traumatic experience that can have a lasting effect into adulthood, such as physical abuse (Wisner, 2022). Research has shown that 61% of adults have suffered an ACE and one in six adults have experienced four or more ACEs, which illustrates its huge prevalence in society (Wisner, 2022). The increased likelihood of offending is shown by research which states that an individual who has suffered four or more ACEs is fifteen times more likely to commit a crime than an individual that has not suffered an ACE (Violence Prevention Unit, 2022). The impact of ACEs on the increased likelihood of offending illustrates the critical need to have early intervention programs to minimise the increased risk or prevent ACEs from occurring (Gilgoff, et al., 2020). Early intervention programs such as early childhood home visitation, mentoring programs and family environment substance use treatment (Sciamanna, 2020). These early intervention programs are critical to minimise the impact of the ACEs but also decrease the number of ACEs a child experience (Manchester City Council, 2019). Furthermore, it is also beneficial for the child to identify the ACE and receive support to overcome the negative impact that it has had on the individual. The earlier these interventions can be implemented, the better for all individuals involved (Caralano, et al., 2004).
Conclusion:
To conclude, this incident is related to reports of possible cuckooing of a vulnerable couple. A welfare check was conducted, and referrals were submitted to partner agencies to ensure that they were aware of the incident and that further support was given. Multiple agencies provided support to the victims. The Neighbourhood Policing Sargent was made aware and high visibility patrols of the area were conducted and the victims were spoken to daily. 
There is an increasing need for a multi-agency approach to provide support to vulnerable people and individuals at risk of harm. There has been a significant increase in incidents involving mental health, which has led to constant communication between the Police and Mental Health Services. The multi-agency approach ensures that the individual is taken to the correct location and receives the current support. In addition, domestic violence is a continuous issue within society. There is a critical need for a multi-agency approach when tackling domestic violence as the issue is complex with multiple factors. The victims also suffer significant trauma in these incidents and a multi-agency approach ensures a comprehensive support package for victims, which is pivotal to preventing secondary trauma. 
There is a critical need to prevent repeat victimisation and repeat offending, which is shown by 1% of the population experiencing 59% of crime (Grove, et al., 2012). Educating victims on how to prevent being victimised again is critical to ensure that they have the knowledge to safeguard themselves. In addition, providing enough support for individuals to leave a relationship is critical to prevent repeat victimisation. However, the most effective way of preventing repeat victimisation is to prevent re-offending. This is a complex issue with a plethora of different factors. Hirshi (1969) states that ensuring that offenders have social bonds to society is critically important to prevent reoffending (Hirschi, 1969). Employment is a strong positive factor against re-offending; therefore, courses to upskill offenders whilst incarcerated are critically important to prevent repeat offending and repeat victimisation. Furthermore, ACE’s have been shown to hugely increase the likelihood of offending; therefore, early intervention programs are hugely important in preventing individuals from suffering ACES. If the individual has suffered ACE’s these programs are still critically important to allow the individual to identify the ACE and work with partner agencies to overcome the negative impact of the ACEs.












Task 2

This is a reminder that this TASK 2 section is an opportunity for you to answer one question which should be relevant to the “advanced learning” area that you have chosen.  The advanced learning lecture that you choose to attend will assist you in answering this task. 



Choose 1 of these 5 options to answer 

(Note for officers who have an interest in becoming a detective and wish to specialise in this role, you MUST choose option 5)


1. Response Policing.
2. Policing Communities.
3. Road Policing.
4. Information and Intelligence.
5. Conducting Investigations. 





























Task 2 Option 3

Relevant areas of the National Policing Curriculum: 

Road Policing

The police are the lead agency for collision investigation and have the primary duty to investigate and establish the circumstances that have led to road deaths and life changing injuries.

Describe a serious collision that you attended and in which you took a significant role (e.g., initial reporting officer, scene manager, lead investigator).

	
Critically evaluate the evidence base that you dealt with and strategies that could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of it reoccurring. 



2000 words (+/- 10%: include your actual word count at the end of each section)




Answer: 

Word count: 2190

Introduction:

This essay will describe and discuss a serious road traffic collision (RTC) that I have attended and played a significant role in. The essay will also critically evaluate the strategies which could be implemented to reduce the likelihood of incidents such as this reoccurring. An RTC is defined by section 170 of the Road Traffic Act as: ‘Owing to the presence of a mechanically propelled vehicle on a road, or another public place, an accident occurred by which – personal injury is caused, or damage is caused to an animal, a vehicle or property built on the land where the road is (Legislation.Gov, 2022). The use of the roads has become an integral part of society, as there is a need to travel in our day-to-day lives (Department of Transport, 2016). Due to this, RTCs have become a common occurrence on British roads; however, they often have serious or fatal consequences (Másilková, 2017; Brown, et al., 2016). There were an estimated 24,530 killed or seriously injured casualties on British roads in 2021 (Department of Transport, 2021). The statistics illustrate the serious nature of RTCs and their severe consequences, as behind these statistics are people, who are severely affected by the incidents (Üzümcüoğlu, et al., 2016). 

[bookmark: _Hlk116119447]There are several common causes of an RTC which are often down to the driver of the vehicle. The common causes are driver fatigue, driving whilst under the influence, speeding, driving whilst distracted or reckless driving, bad weather conditions and tailgating (Macauley, 2022). Tailgating is a term used for drivers who drive too closely behind another vehicle (Macauley, 2022; RAC, 2018). There are several causes of RTC, which have been stated above; however, five causes have been identified to cause serious RTCs, which have been named the ‘Fatal 5’. The Fatal 5 are speeding, using a mobile phone, driving whilst under the influence, not wearing a seatbelt and careless driving (Lancashire Road Safety Partnership, 2022). 

The incident:

This incident involves a serious RTC, which occurred on Cardiff Road, Newport at 23:00pm in June 2022. The initial report was that a motorbike had crashed into a car and the driver had flown off his bike. A motorbike was coming along Cardiff Road at high speed and arrived at the junction. At the junction, a car pulled onto Cardiff Road. The motorbike collided with the side of the car, and the motorbike stopped but the driver has come off the bike and flew a few meters and landed on the floor. The driver sustained severe head injuries and severe lacerations to his body. 

Police officers and paramedics arrived at the scene to deal with this incident. The priority of this incident was to provide critical first aid to the motorbike driver, as he has suffered severe trauma. Paramedics provided him with the first aid necessary for the injuries. Whilst the paramedics are attending to the needs of the motorbike driver, the criminal investigation begins. I detained the driver of the car and asked him to provide a specimen of breath and saliva for analysis to ensure that he was not under the influence of alcohol or drugs (Rioux, 2013; Grierson, 2015). The results came back showing he was sober. After the procedures were completed, the driver was still detained by another officer. However, my attention then turned to scene preservation. 

The motorbike driver was receiving treatment from paramedics; however, his situation was still deteriorating. He lived in the local area and many residents has come to the scene to see what had happened. In addition, word had spread as to who was involved in the incident, which resulted in many residents becoming emotional and agitated. This was an extremely difficult situation to deal with as more individuals arrived, they encroached on the scene. However, there was a critical need to preserve as big a scene as possible. Due to this, there was a critical need for empathy and clear communication. The levels of emotions for the individuals turning up were very high, as they could see the paramedics conducting first aid on their beloved friend. Therefore, it was critical to act empathetically to develop a rapport quickly but also to communicate effectively as their emotions would be preventing them to understand complex requests (Norfolk, et al., 2007). In situations with emotions running high, communication is critical to dealing with the incident effectively (Paschall, 1992). After communicating and empathising with the individuals who had arrived, a scene was created using Police tape to keep all individuals back from the scene. Scene preservation is critical to ensure the quality, quantity and integrity of the evidence gathered from the scene (College of Policing, 2022). The scene needed to be preserved until specially trained crash scene investigators could attend and assess the scene (College of Policing, 2022). There were numerous witnesses to the incident; therefore, all witnesses needed to be spoken to, and statements taken, as golden hour principles are critical to all investigations (College of Policing, 2022). The CCTV needed to be witnessed, and a copy was obtained, as it is invaluable evidence for the investigation (Ashby, 2017). I obtained witness accounts, whilst my colleague obtained CCTV. 

The paramedics called life extinct on the motorcyclist driver. Therefore, the steps taken earlier to preserve the scene and investigate the incident were critically important to the investigation. The family of the victim were not yet at the scene; however, it had been confirmed that they were on their way. It was critical that no one informed the members of the public that the motorcyclist had been pronounced dead, as it was important that the family were informed first but also in a safe environment. If they were informed whilst driving to the scene, there would be an increased risk of a further RTC (Ellis, 2013; Department of Transport, 2022). 

The mother of the victim was informed in the ambulance by the Sargent and a paramedic. As the levels of emotions were increasing, there was a fear that the members of the public may set upon the driver, who was still detained in a marked Police car. After liaising with the Sargent, I decided to take the driver away from the scene to prevent any further incidents occurring. The driver was yet to be arrested but came voluntarily away from the scene. I arrived at the Police station and then liaised further with the Sargent, and it was decided that he would be arrested for causing death by dangerous driving. A paramedic attended the Police station and ensured that he did not need further medical attention. This incident was then passed onto the Roads Policing Department to deal with as they are experts in this field and have been specially trained to deal with these incidents. 

Strategies to prevent this incident from re-occurring:

This section of the essay will now discuss strategies which could be implemented to prevent an incident, such as this from reoccurring in the local area. On Cardiff Road, the speed limit is 30mph. One strategy to prevent this incident from re-occurring would be to decrease the speed limit to 20mph, as this would decrease the stopping distance but also the likelihood of any collision being fatal. The stopping distance would decrease from 23 meters to 12 meters (AA, 2020). The decrease in stopping distance increases road safety as it provides the drivers with more time to react to any hazards. Research from London states that reducing the speed limit to 20mph decreases the number of casualties from RTCs by 20% (Grundy, et al., 2008). In addition, reducing the speed limit significantly decreases the likelihood of an RTC causing fatal injuries from 50% at 30mph to 10% at 20mph (Safe Speed, 2020). The huge decrease in the likelihood of a fatal RTC illustrates how successful this strategy could be to prevent further incidents. This strategy is linked to the speeding element of the ‘Fatal 5’ (Lancashire Road Safety Partnership, 2022). 

Decreasing the speed limit is a very viable strategy; however, many road users do not stick to the speed limit, which is illustrated by 51% of cars exceeding the speed limit on 30mph roads (Department of Transport, 2022). Road users who exceed the speed limit massively increase the risk towards other road users, as it increases their stopping distance and increases the risk of severe injuries (Saloman, 2021). The effects of speeding can be hugely detrimental to other road users; therefore, there must be more provisions put in place to ensure that road users comply with the speed limit. Speed cameras could be implemented on Cardiff Road. Speed cameras offer a huge deterrent to speeding as they provide a minimum of £100 fine and three points on an individual’s license (Clark, 2022). There are hugely positive results from speed cameras, as research states a 52% reduction in vehicles exceeding the speed limit, a 19% reduction in collisions, and a 21% reduction in severe or fatal collisions (College of Policing, 2017). Another study estimates that an additional 1,000 cameras could reduce 1,120 RTCS, and save 190 lives per year (Tang, 2017). There are huge cost-saving benefits, which is illustrated by research stating that the cost-benefit ratio is 1:3 (College of Policing, 2017). This strategy is again clearly linked to the speeding element of the ‘Fatal 5’ (Lancashire Road Safety Partnership, 2022).

Another strategy to prevent this incident from reoccurring is to enhance street lighting in the area to increase visibility at night. Cardiff Road is a large and wide road; therefore, there is a lot of space to keep alight at night. In addition, there are often many streetlights broken in the area, which leaves some areas in darkness. This is an issue which decreases the ability of drivers to observe and view the road, which in turn provides them less time to react to hazards (Beyer & Ker, 2009). The impact of increased lighting is illustrated by research which states a 30% decrease in RTCS (Elvik, 1995; Jackett & Frith, 2013; Wanvik, 2009). This is a low-cost intervention, but it also acts as a deterrent to other crimes, as it is a situational crime prevention strategy (Pease, 1999; College of Policing, 2015). The positive impact is shown by research which states that violence and property crime reduces by 21% in areas with improved street lighting (College of Policing, 2015). The possible impact on RTCs and crime illustrates a huge cost-benefit ratio for this strategy. 

Conclusion:

To conclude, this essay has discussed a serious RTC that I attended and played a significant role in. An RTC is defined under section 170 of the Road Traffic Act, and they have become a daily occurrence in society. RTCs can have severe, life-changing consequences on those involved and some victims lose their life. There have been five elements which are believed to cause serious RTCs, which have been named the ‘Fatal 5’. 

The incident I attended was an RTC on Cardiff Road, which involved a motorcyclist and a car. The car was pulling out and the motorcyclist drove into the side of the car, which caused the motorcyclist to fly a few meters in the air before landing on the floor. Multiple officers and paramedics attended the scene, but the motorcyclist was pronounced dead at the scene. The scene needed to be preserved to allow for the specialist crash investigators to investigate the RTC. However, this was extremely difficult as many of the victims’ friends had attended the scene and were becoming increasingly emotional and agitated, which called for empathy and clear communication. The driver was analysed to see if he was under the influence of alcohol or drugs, but he was not. In addition, all golden hour enquiries needed to be completed, such as obtaining first accounts from witnesses and obtaining CCTV of the incident, which I willingly completed. After the motorcyclist was pronounced dead and the family were informed, I have taken the driver of the car away from the scene to prevent any further incidents. After liaising with the Sargent, it was decided that the driver would be arrested for causing death by dangerous driving. The investigation was then passed onto the Roads Policing and Special Operations Department, as they are specially trained for these investigations. 

There are multiple strategies which could be implemented to prevent an incident such as this from re-occurring. The speed limit on Cardiff Road is 30mph; however, to prevent an incident such as this from re-occurring, the speed limit could be decreased to 20mph as it severely lowers the stopping distance of a vehicle and decreases the risk of an RTC. However, not all individuals obey the speed limit on roads. Therefore, speed cameras should be built on Cardiff Road as they have a hugely positive impact on reducing RTCs, especially fatal RTCs with a 21% decrease (College of Policing, 2017). Furthermore, Cardiff Road often has streetlights which aren’t maintained but also it is a large road. Therefore, more street lighting should be implemented to increase visibility at night for drivers to allow them longer to react to any hazards. All these strategies are hugely cost-efficient but increased street lighting is a situational crime prevention strategy and research states it will decrease violent and property crime. 
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