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	About Supreme Court Justice

Supreme court justice has an important role in the day to day living because it has a role that affects the way we live and move along with our life. The role of the supreme court justice is to take the power in their hand on different cases that change the community we live in, as an example is the challenge, we faced in 2020 about the COVID-19 situation.
The appellants (led by 1 Crown Office Row’s Philip Havers QC) challenged lockdown regulations made in response to the pandemic on 26 March 2020.Their argument was that the Regulations imposed sweeping restrictions on civil liberties which were unprecedented and unlawful because: (i) the Government had no power under the legislation they used to make the Regulations; (ii) the Regulations were unlawful under ordinary public law principles; and (iii) the restrictions violated a number of rights under the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR).The High Court refused permission to apply for judicial review and the appellants appealed to the Court of Appeal. Although it was prepared to hear the case (despite the Government’s submission that it had become academic), the Court of Appeal dismissed the claim too.
–(https://ukhumanrightsblog.com/2020/12/24/10-cases-that-defined-2020)

	[image: Supreme Court could be renamed and number of judges cut under plans being  considered by ministers | Daily Mail Online]The supreme court has a big power into the judicial system and on the living bases it has the power of judicial review over certain cases that affect our right and our ways of living from the support we receive in case we need to what is right to do and what is wrong. The cases that come up to the Supreme Court are the most important cases and the hardest decisions to make within those cases because it’s not affecting just a few people, their decision. 
	Now, over the years that they did their job at the best they could people started questioning on some of their decisions without thinking they are doing the best to satisfy most of the citizens. A big question that it’s been around a long time is “Are their decisions based on their ethnicity or gender?”



This question can be answered in many ways from yes/no to maybe or what if, but that is because it’s a lot of us and a little group of them. 
 



	
	

	


Does ethnicity or gender matter when you take decisions as a Supreme Court member?
	As I said before the answer can vary in many ways depending on what perspective you want to look at. In my opinion yes, their ethnicity or gender affect their decision in court. Let’s say they walking through a case about child abuse…a man will understand what is happening and he will do what he knows to solve the issue referring to more support in schools or the community this kids are in, but a women would not just consider offering more support in the community the kids are in, but because her maternal instincts kick in she will do what she think is right and whatever stand in her power to not have this conversation again because she wants to solve it straight away thinking about what if it was her child instead of other child or her kid shouldn’t go through what these kid went through. Talking about ethnicity, yes it does affect their decision as well, taking in a case affecting an area known for people of colour living there, and let’s say for example their neighbourhood has bad streets and 40% of the area doesn’t have lamp posts working. A man of colour in the Supreme Court would handle the case in their favour based on his/her past as well…knowing that they used to live in one of those neighbourhoods and nobody would do anything there to help and they would see all the other neighbourhoods have it all makes them think that they need to change it so it will be all equal and fair for all but on the other hand a white member of the Supreme court would postpone the case until something bad would happen because of those things that they didn’t change because it’s not essential yet, especially when they haven’t lived there before feeling the way someone that lives there feels.

	
	

	How is the Supreme Court recruit members?

“Much of the selection process is set out in statute: the Constitutional Reform Act 2005 (as amended by the Crime and Courts Act 2013” 
- https://www.supremecourt.uk/news/supreme-court-launches-selection-process-for-new-justices.html


The selection process goes through the Lord Chancellor in this case Dominic Raab as a vacancy position. The vacancy is advertised along with the eligibility criteria which is set by the Parliament. They invite the candidates to submit a personal statement. After submitting and choosing it will be required to get the approval from the First Minister of Scotland, First Minister of Wales, the Judicial Appointments Commission in Northern Ireland and senior judges around the UK. 
 
The candidates are shortlisted and interviewed. Under charges added by the Crime and Courts Act 2013. Two candidates are deemed to be of equal merit and the commission can give preferences to one of the candidates because they want to increase diversity inside the Court. 

After the interviews are done a report is being sent to the Lord Chancellor for his opinion. There will be another consultation with the section politicians and judges about the candidates. The Lord Chancellor has the option to either accept the recommendation, to decline it or to ask the commission to reconsider.  When everything is set and the Lod Chancellor accept a recommendation, the name is notified to the Prime Minister and the Queen, and the candidate is announced of the outcome and then the Prime Minister’s Office makes an announcement about the candidate that has been accepted. 





The selection Commission


	Lord Reed of Allermuir (Chair)
	President of the UK Supreme Court

	Mrs. Elizabeth Burnley CBE
	Member of the Judicial Appointments Board for Scotland

	Mr. Paul Douglas
	Member of the Northern Ireland Judicial Appointments Commission

	Lord Kakkar
	Chair of the Judicial Appointments Commission

	Sir Geoffrey Vos
	Master of the Rolls and Head of Civil Justice





Are there any statues and/regulations that govern this process?









[image: Lord Reed]Who are the Supreme Court Justices?

Lord Reed – President of the Supreme Court 
Robert John Reed joined the Supreme Court on 13 January 2020 succeeding Lady Hale of Richmond. (White male, aged 65)
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Lord  Hodge – Deputy President of the Supreme Court
Patrick Stewart Hodge appointed as a Justice on 1 October 2013.  (White male, aged 68) 
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Lord Briggs – Justice of the Supreme Court
Michael Townley Featherstone Briggs appointed as justice of the Supreme Court in October 2017. (White male, aged 67)
[image: Lord Kitchin]

Lord Kitchin – Justice of the Supreme Court
David James Tyson Kitchin became a Justice in October 2018. (White Male, aged 66) 
[image: Lord Sales]
Lord Sales - Justice of the Supreme Court
Philip James Sales became a Justice of the 
Supreme Court in January 2019 (White male, aged 60)
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Lord  Hamblen – Justice of Supreme Court
Nicholas Archibald Hamblen, became a Justice of the Supreme Court in January 2020 (White male, aged 64)
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Lord Leggatt - Justice of the Supreme Court
George Andrew Midsomer Leggatt became a Justice of the Supreme Court in April 2020 (White male, aged 64)

[image: Lord Burrows] 

Lord Burrows - Justice of the Supreme Court
Andrew Stephen Burrows became a Justice of the Supreme Court in June 2020 (White male, aged 64)
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Lord Stephens - Justice of the Supreme Court 
Sir Ben Stephens became a Justice of the Supreme Court in October 2020 (White male, aged 67)


[image: Lady Rose]

Lady Rose - Justice of the Supreme Court 
Dame Vivien Rose became a justice of the supreme court on 19 April 2021 (White female, aged 61)  



Overall Opinion
As you can see all of the members of the Supreme Court Justice are white aged between 60-68 years old and just one woman among nine men in the Supreme Court. The Supreme Court could use some more diversity having some people of colour to help and offer their opinion on some cases that can exceed different from someone else’s point of view, even though there is no member of colour or other ethnicity they do all seem fair and well trained because of their age and their background, but if someone let’s say would battle this court of having no diversity would not change anything even if they win. Our decisions as people as humans won’t ever be based just on facts when we come to decision that affect us and the population, as humans we will always have something inside us pushing us toward a decision that will be based at least 50% on our feelings, our sentiments. 


“Presidents come and go, but the Supreme Court goes on forever” 
William Howard Taft, https://www.brainyquote.com/quotes/william_howard_taft_383080?src=t_supreme_court
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