Richard Ingate (2517522)
Dating Exercise (Medieval)
A. Memorandum that the Thursday after the Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary in the 8th year of King Richard II the abbot of Byland was accused in the wapentake court held at Pickering.
Who: Richard II – reign began 22 June 1377[footnoteRef:1]. So, the eighth year would be from 22 June 1384. [1:  C. R. Cheney, Handbook of Dates for Students of English History, 2nd edn (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 2000), p 21 < https://archive.org/details/handbookofdatesf0000chen/page/20/mode/2up> [accessed 24 November 2025]] 

When: Thursday (after) Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary. The Assumption seems to be a fixed day celebration rather than based in relation to Easter and is on the15th August[footnoteRef:2]. Easter 1384 was on April 10th[footnoteRef:3] and Easter is always a Sunday. The 15th August is 127 days after Sunday which is a Monday. So, the Thursday after Monday 15th would be Thursday 18th August 1384. [2:  Vatican City State, August 15: The Assumption of the Blessed Virgin Mary, State and government, nd, < https://www.vaticanstate.va/en/state-and-government/general-informations/saint-of-the-day/2455-august-15-the-assumption-of-the-blessed-virgin-mary.html> [accessed 21 November 2025]
]  [3:  C. R. Cheney, Handbook of Dates p 158 < https://archive.org/details/handbookofdatesf0000chen/page/158/mode/2up> [accessed 21 November 2025]] 


B. Confirmation by Bishop Anian of St Asaph of the charters for Shrewsbury Abbey issued by his predecessors Bishops Reiner, Abraham, and Hugh. Given at Shrewsbury the day after St Mary Magdalene in the first year of his pontificate.
Who: Bishop Anian of St. Asaph consecration date January 5th 1268[footnoteRef:4]. The Feast of Mary Magdalene is a fixed date, 22nd July, the day after would be 23rd July 1269 as the year was calculated from 25th March. [4:  E. B. Fryde, D. E. Greenway, S. Porter, and I. Roy, Handbook of British Chronology, 3rd edn (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1996), p. 291 < https://archive.org/details/handbookofdatesf0000chen/page/291/mode/2up> [accessed 22 November 2025]
] 

C. Downham: court held on Thursday the day after Ash Wednesday in the fourth year of the reign of King Edward and the first year of the episcopate of John de Ketene [Ketton]
Who: King Edward (which one?) and Bishop John de Ketene
When: Thursday after Ash Wednesday in year 4 of Edwards’s reign. Ash Wednesday is forty days before Easter. John de Ketene was bishop from 1310[footnoteRef:5]. This makes the Edward, Edward II, whose coronation was on 25th February 1308[footnoteRef:6]. This makes the fourth year from 25th February 1312. Easter in 1312 was March 26[footnoteRef:7] . Forty days before would be 14th February as Ash Wednesday. The day after would be Thursday 15th February 1312 or 1311 if the year started on March 25th. The 1311 date would match better with the connection between the fourth year of reign and first year of episcopate. [5:  Edward Miller, The Abbey & Bishopric of Ely: The Social History of an Ecclesiastical Estate from the Tenth Century to the Early Fourteenth Century (Cambridge: Cambridge University Press, 1951), p.xii https://dn790007.ca.archive.org/0/items/theabbyandbishopricofely/The%20Abby%20and%20Bishopric%20of%20Ely_text.pdf [accessed 22 November 2025]]  [6:  Westminster Abbey, Edward II, 2025, https://www.westminster-abbey.org/abbey-commemorations/royals/edward-ii, [accessed 22 November 2025]]  [7:  C. R. Cheney, Handbook of Dates p 158 < https://archive.org/details/handbookofdatesf0000chen/page/158/mode/2up> [accessed 24 November 2025]] 


D.  Henry, king of the English, greets the bishop of Lincoln and Earl David and the earl of Leicester, and Earl Rannulf of Chester, and all the barons and lords of whom Geoffrey Ridel held lands, and all the sheriffs within whose jurisdiction he held them. Know that I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife, and the custody of Geoffrey Ridel’s land until Robert Ridel can be made a knight and marry the granddaughter of Ralph Basset, namely the daughter of one of his daughters. … And this gift and compact have been made at the request and with the advice of Rannulf, earl of Chester, and William his brother, and Nigel d’Aubigny and Robert Ridel’s other kin and Geva his mother, and Geoffrey the earl’s chancellor, and Simon, dean of Lincoln, and William, son of Rannulf, and Thomas of St John and Geoffrey de Clinton, and Payn son of John, and William d’Aubigny and Humphrey de Bohun and Robert Musard and Robert Basset and Osmund Basset and Thurstan Basset and William, constable of Earl Rannulf of Chester, and Ralph, son of Norman, and Hugh Maubanc. At Woodstock.
Who: King Henry (?), Earl David, Earl Rannulf of Chester, Geoffrey Ridel (deceased?) Richard Basset, Robert Ridel (younger than knighthood?) Simon Dean of Lincoln.
Geoffrey Ridel was a royal justice for Henry I and he died 25th November 1120 in the shipwreck of the White ship[footnoteRef:8]. This gives a terminus post quem non.  [8:  Wikipedia contributors, ‘Geoffrey Ridel (royal justice)’, Wikipedia, The Free Encyclopedia, 2 October 2025, <https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Geoffrey_Ridel_(royal_justice)>, [accessed 22 November 2025].
] 

The text states, ‘I have given to Richard Basset the daughter of Geoffrey Ridel to wife…At Woodstock’.
‘At Woodstock’ may refer to a royal palace Henry had built in Oxfordshire. Henry was at Woodstock on multiple occasions from late November 1120 to 1123 when he left for Normandy[footnoteRef:9][footnoteRef:10]. This gives the approximate terminus ante quem non. [9:  Regesta regum anglo-normannorum, 1066–1154, vol. II: Regesta Henrici Primi, 1100–1135, ed. by Charles Johnson and H. A. Cronne (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1956), pp157f, < https://archive.org/details/regestaregumangl02grea/page/186/mode/2up?q=woodstock>  [accessed 22 November 2025].
]  [10:  William Farrer, ‘An Outline Itinerary of King Henry the First’, English Historical Review, 34 (1919), 303–82 (July) and 505–79 (October), p 2 < https://ia801606.us.archive.org/14/items/outlineitinerary00farruoft/outlineitinerary00farruoft.pdf?utm> [accessed 22 November 2025].
] 

The initial range is between 1120 and 1123. This can be narrowed down to a date in 1123 as the passage itself comes from Farrer[footnoteRef:11]. The next entry gives Henry as being at Portsmouth waiting ‘for a fair wind’ between the 3rd and 10th June [footnoteRef:12]. This gives a more exact terminus ante quem non before 3rd June 1123. [11:  Farrer, ‘An Outline Itinerary’, p. 106 < https://archive.org/details/outlineitinerary00farruoft/page/106/mode/2up?utm> [accessed November 22 2025]   Although, interestingly the text names Windsor rather than Woodstock.]  [12:  Ibid.] 

Farrer states that the king was at Winchester[footnoteRef:13] for Easter (April 15th[footnoteRef:14]), so a narrower range would be April 15th – 3rd June 1123. [13:  Farrer, ‘An Outline Itinerary’, p.105 < https://archive.org/details/outlineitinerary00farruoft/page/104/mode/2up?utm=> [accessed 24 November 2025]]  [14:  C. R. Cheney, Handbook of Dates p 158 ] 
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