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There are many different ways of learning, in my essay I will be exploring the many ways a pupil can educate themselves through collaborative work as well as independent. I will be working through the research I have gathered and discuss the popularity of the different types of learning. I will explore my preferred learning techniques and compare this to my peers. To elaborate on this I will be discussing with my classmates on Moodle how they prefer to learn and why. This will help me to pin point the strengths and weaknesses and compare them to my ideas. This essay will also explore how print effected the way people learn and how it became easier for people to get an education. Following this, I will talk about the impact of technology and how it is possible for people to now gain a degree completely online rather than physically attending a university. Lastly, I will explore digital learning and how it has helped my experience on this course. I will look at the many ways of teaching online including the on line lectures I have due to the current issue of the corona virus and how it is still possible for me to be learning at home. Following this, I will discuss my experience of learning as a whole at the university, and discuss how I how found it best to learn. 

The first way of learning that I encountered on this course as a class was collaborative, after my experience with this way of learning I have discovered that collaborative learning is an approach where pupils work to help each other on activities and learning tasks. This is done in small groups so that everyone has the opportunity to participate. This involves pupils assigning tasks to one another or work together in order to complete given tasks. I feel this is an effective way of learning as it gives people the opportunity to involve each others ideas and thoughts. I find that this is effective as it broadens peoples views by listening to other students opinions. Reflecting on others helps us to build our knowledge. I find this way of learning helpful as it helps me to understand the task in more depth, others may understand certain things that others struggle with. I often rely on others to help encourage and motivate me in order to achieve a high standard of work. After looking through the comments of my peers, I have seen that collaborative learning is a favourite and is preferred by many. I feel the impact of this method is positive and brings people together. It can however cause friction between the group. A strength is that it brings people together and completes tasks within small groups, this works as long as their is no friction between members. In order for this to work, the team must work well with each others and recognise the strengths within the group. If this does not happen, the success of the team completing the task could be at risk. 
[bookmark: _GoBack]Individual learning is another way that pupils can educate themselves. This is a more independent way of learning as the student is in control of what content they learn as well as what pace they learn it at. Some students prefer this as they feel it is less pressure. I’d say I prefer this way of learning as I work better on my own, I can however work well as a team but would choose to work independently if a choice was given. The strength for individual learning is there is no risk of being distracted or held back by others, the only pressure is on you which can be discouraging. A risk to working in a team could be that all of your ideas may not be put across. You may not be able to discuss all of your ideas, but working on your own gives you that opportunity. An issue to working on your own. After looking through the comments of my peers, I have seen that individual learning is preferred by some of my fellow classmates. Some however want the interaction of working with others. 
I feel that these two ways of learning have many strengths and weaknesses and are suited for different people but I believe it is healthy for a pupil to experience both as it broadens their learning. It would teach people to work with others whilst learning to also rely on just themselves. I prefer a mixture but gravitate more towards independence as It unsettles me to think that others are relying on my input and my work could affect them. This does however put a positive pressure on me to ensure my work is the best it can be. 

The first thing that impacted the way we learnt was the power of print. Before books it was difficult to be able to get an education which is why books became so valuable. Printing press was invented during the Renaissance by Johannes Gutenberg. This gave people a way to learn and share knowledge at a quicker pace than hand written books. More and more people were learning how to read and it gave more people the opportunity of getting an education which was rare at this point. Books were more accurate and circulating fast, this was the first game changer in the way we learn and taught each other. 
Following this revolution, internet became the next big step in the journey of education. People could gain access to anything on line and be able to communicate much faster. Digital technology has taken over how we educate ourselves, this for me is a much more efficient way to learn alongside my lectures as I can spend time researching theorists and other relevant content in more depth giving me a better understanding. Internet can be accessed so easily now through laptops, computers, tablets and phones. Unlimited knowledge at our fingertips which makes learning so much easier. Online classes have made It possible to gain a higher education through a screen, giving students flexible hours which means they can work alongside getting a degree. Online classes have become useful as we are unable to attend university, but we still have the opportunity to learn and communicate with our lecturers. With the internet being full of information, it is much easier for someone to learn now than it was back in the printing days, books however are still used and are trusted by many. Books can be found on line as ‘E-books’ alongside Blogs, Articles, and many other forms of written work. Platforms like Google are extremely useful as they have many different tools that are created to make learning easier. Microsoft is commonly used to create documents and power points which makes it easier to do assignments and written work. 

The internet has allowed me to communicate with my peers and discuss the way they learn. Using a forum on Moodle I have been able to see my classmates opinion on digital learning, some find it easy where as some find it difficult as it can get confusing. It is apparent that the younger generation seem to understand more as they are growing with it. Some people prefer to use technology where as some prefer pen and paper. I find that I prefer to be face to face as I gauge a lot of facial expressions and the chance to be able to raise my hand to ask there and then if I need to. This is just more of a comfortable environment for me and I find that having my lectures at certain times encourages me to stick to them. Where as with a bit of freedom I have found myself to be quite lost and in need of interaction, as it helps me to understand more efficiently. I personally struggle to read, and have low confidence when it comes to having other people see my work. This is where I have struggled with the online discussions. I have however enjoyed seeing others indepth conversations on the topic at hand. I can see that some people are more comfortable to talk and share online more than they are in class. As I use the internet a lot, I’d say I rely on it heavily, but prefer to keep my main lectures as I feel I learn more in that environment. I feel I learn best when being able to communicate with people and then take from that as I work on my own. My experience at the University has changed the way I learn, I have been introduced to these many ways of learning and that has opened my mind to new things. My time on this course has taught me not only about business but the unlimited use of technology, my reading has become stronger and I feel more encouraged to talk and work in a group. If I was to give advice for anyone considering this course, I would tell them to stay organised. Organisation is key for me, if I do not plan things out I simply will not get them done. I would encourage them to help each other, I have relied on my peers for support throughout the year and have enjoyed helping others. 

Overall, I have found the best way for me to learn is a collaboration of all these ways of learning. After seeing how my peers all have mixed opinions it has become clear that everyone prefers to learn differently and it is rare than two people learn the exact same way. I am very visual, and need to be shown clear directions as I tend to get distracted, this is why a mixture of working with others and independent work suits me and my way of learning. However some prefer to work solely independently, or only as a group, this is normal for people to have different opinions. I strongly feel that I rely on internet more than physical books as I find it easier to read and I feel I take more information in. Youtube videos and presentations also help me as I find it easier to learn visually. Interaction helps me to understand where as some of my peers prefer no interaction at all. It was interesting to learn how the internet made such a big impact, as well as print press, it is intriguing to know what our education system would look like without it. I have found that it is normal now for people to have a higher education, education seems so easy to access that everyone is expected to have one. I understand that my preferred way of learning is different to others, this is normal and shows us that we all think and work differently. 
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