	
	
	



An examination of how crime and anti-social behaviour can affect local communities
This essay will examinate how anti-social behaviour affects communities and will use the Fiona Pilkington case as an example.
Fiona Pilkington's case shows the effects that criminal activity and antisocial behaviour can have on victims and communities in which they occur. (BBC News, 2012) Informs us a group of youths in the area harassed Fiona Pilkington, a mother from Leicestershire, England, for years. In 2007, her desperation got so bad that she ended her own life and her disabled daughter Francecca. This incident demonstrated the system's shortcomings and poor response in safeguarding the weaker members of society as well as the broader effects that these kinds of incidents have on community safety and well-being. 
[bookmark: _Int_HrpdiRGB]Three primary categories can be used to classify antisocial behaviour, depending on how many people are affected. (Metropolitan Police, 2023) supports this by informing us Personal antisocial behaviour is defined as focusing on a specific individual or group. Nuisance behaviour is defined as antisocial behaviour that disturbs, irritates, or suffers a community. Environmental antisocial behaviour is defined as behaviour that influences the greater environment, such as public spaces or buildings. This is useful as it can help identify what form of antisocial behaviour is being committed and experienced and how best to deal with the situation. Due to the fact that they were both singled out for their disabilities, Fiona Pilkington and her daughter encountered personal antisocial behaviour.
Based on current data, antisocial behaviour may have a variety of detrimental effects on emotions, behaviour, society, health, and finances. These include detrimental effects on mental health, avoidance behaviours, and lower economic output. Other common emotional effects included fear, anxiety, lack of confidence, and trouble sleeping. (GOV.UK, 2023).











Fiona fell into despair from the harassment. (Davies, K. 2017) states that Fiona spent much of her life isolated and alone. Fiona and her family had been bullied and abused by local teenagers for more than a decade by groups of teenagers and she stated in a suicide note that she gave up. This shows the mental impact the abuse took on Fiona.
(NBCNews, 2009) informs us Fiona’s family witnessed terrifying incidents like young people peeing on her property, beating her severely dyslexic son, and making fun of her developmentally challenged daughter. Having their house attacked with eggs, flour, and stones, and their garden plundered. She set the family car on fire in October 2007. This illustrates Fiona's sense of helplessness and vulnerability, as well as her belief that ending their own lives was the only way to end their suffering.  
Crime can be encouraged by peers. A criminology theory that can be used is rational choice theory (Levin, J. 2004) States that it means “the process of determining what options are available and then choosing the most preferred one according to some consistent criterion”. Applying this to a group of teens, they will want to fit in with their friend group so by committing asb against Fiona they will be accepted in and praised by the friend group which is the result they desire. This will then encourage more crime to occur on repeat.
Understanding the reasons behind why youths commit crime is crucial to reducing criminal activity forming from a young age. (BBC News, 2023) States that poverty, lack of education, childhood experience, alcohol and drug misuse, can explain why these youths could have broken the law. The part of the brain that is last to develop is the prefrontal cortex. This is the part of the brain that makes decisions. Therefore, young people’s decision-making ability does not fully develop until later in life. This is useful as it can be used to help understand these youths and try to deter them from crime by giving them the help and support that they need by guiding them to be better so that others don't experience asb like Fiona.

This suggests that the effects on the mental health of the local community increase with an increase in crime and antisocial behaviour. This could lead to more asb victims experiencing a similar fate to that of Fiona Pilkington. 









By having antisocial behaviour be normalised by the youths in this area such as having Fiona's property be vandalised this can encourage more crime to occur as nothing is being done to prevent it. (Green, R. 2023) supports this point by saying "broken windows" theory, which formed a link between a person's physical surroundings and their propensity to commit crimes. If a building's window breaks and isn't fixed for an extended period, the building's other windows will eventually break as well. Wilson and Kelling claim that this is the case because the broken window gives the impression that window-breaking is acceptable in that neighbourhood and that no one is concerned enough to stop it or fix it.

Antisocial behaviour can also frequently be the precursor to more serious crimes, such as gang activity and knife crime, which start off as small-time offences. The local community will be the victim of a serious crime that puts lives in jeopardy. The agencies handling its response take it very seriously because of how important it is. However, I've discovered that ASB victims are frequently handled like second-class victims and aren't able to get the same help and resolution that crime victims do. (Victims Commissioner, 2022) 

Fiona Pilkinton's case raised widespread concerns that many police departments were misclassifying hate crimes driven by disabilities as low-priority antisocial behaviour rather than correctly identifying them. The primary shortcoming of the police response to the family's persistent antisocial behaviour was their failure to recognise them as vulnerable, which prevented them from offering a coordinated, organised response. According to the report by (Walker, P. 2011), the force had procedures in place that ought to have acknowledged the extent of the family's ongoing harassment, but they were not appropriately implemented. He declared If such incidents are to be avoided in the future, this study emphasises how seriously police must address handicap hate crimes. Other community members will feel vulnerable and like targets as a result of the police treating Fiona Pilkington as a low priority, and they might worry that they might suffer a similar fate in the future.  

Having patrolling officers in an area decreases the amount of crime that is committed there. (GOV.UK, N.D) states since hotspot uniformed patrols were introduced in ten pilot areas, more than 1,000 people have been subject to over 1,000 enforcement actions, including community protection notices and public protection orders, over 600 stops and searches, and over 250 arrests. When comparing the same period last year without hotspot patrols, the Lancashire Constabulary reports there’s a 36% reduction in reported incidents of antisocial behaviour. Fiona's neighbourhood would have seen a significant decrease in harassment and antisocial behaviour if there had been police presence. This would have scared off or made the offenders reluctant to commit.

The Fiona Pilkington case has made local communities less inclined to cooperate with law enforcement as they have seen that the police did not do their job well to help Fiona after asking for help multiple times. (Hobbs, A. 2023) backs this point by saying the public's trust and confidence in the police is vital. It has been demonstrated that compliance and collaboration with the police are facilitated by high levels of trust and confidence in the police. 
The lack of trust makes it difficult for police to gather the evidence they may need in cases. It is their job to gain this trust back.

The public's confidence in the police was severely damaged by the Fiona Pilkington case's outcome. The case brought to light serious shortcomings in the way the police handled long-term complaints of harassment and antisocial behaviour. The public's faith in the police was damaged when it became clear that, in spite of their repeated requests for assistance, Fiona Pilkington and her family were not being protected. Due to this inability, the public's confidence in law enforcement was damaged by the idea that the police were either unable or unwilling to address the concerns of those who were vulnerable. The incident deepened the already-existing rift between the public and the police by provoking widespread outrage and raising concerns about the efficacy of police practises. (Tudor, S. 2023)
Leicestershire Constabulary's inability to respond to the harassment and anti-social behaviour that Fiona Pilkington and her daughter were experiencing was the officers' failure to recognise them as a vulnerable family. The report by (ITV News, 2013) states 33 documented incidents involving the family and Leicestershire Police between November 1997 and October 2007. (HSAB, no date) says events were frequently handled in isolation and without structure, making it impossible to get a complete picture of the extent of harassment experienced by family members. The distinction between harassment and general anti-social behaviour was overlooked by the police. This shows that the police did not do a good job to help.
The action done to advance children's welfare and shield them from harm is known as safeguarding. (NSPCC Learning, 2023) states to safeguard a child is to keep them safe from abuse. keeping a child's development and health safe. guaranteeing that children grow up with competent and secure care. take action to guarantee that every child and young person receives the greatest results possible. Effective and proper police action would be to provide a safeguarding response even if the vulnerable person is not eligible for services. This is the appropriate course of action in the Pilkington case. Fiona and Francecca would be protected from harm and abuse by multi-agency collaboration, which ensures their best interests. 
Ensuring law enforcement personnel have knowledge regarding mental health disorders and individuals like Fiona Pilkington is crucial. People who meet police during mental health crises are likely to receive better care if health professionals and police services have closer working relationships. Individuals going through severe episodes of mental illness may behave in an extreme or unpredictable way, endangering both themselves and other people. When these difficult circumstances arise, police are frequently the first to respond. (NIHR Evidence, 2022)
Instead of treating each incident separately, there should be a set procedure to follow. (Young, J. 2022) states that a legal principle known as stare decisis requires judges to base their decisions on earlier decisions in cases that are similar in scenario. This is good because incidents with comparable case characteristics in the future can be handled consistently preventing any unfairness or confusion.

The Police Service have many responsibilities to stop antisocial behaviour. (Victoria Police, 2023) address they must handle issues related to community safety settle conflicts, respond to accidents, investigate crimes, enforce traffic laws, assist those affected by substances, and attend to critical incidents. Officer might be expected to carry out community engagement events, helping the vulnerable. These are good qualities for the police to have as they will form good relationships to help community cohesion and trust with the police service.

For forces to establish and preserve productive working relationships with partners, they must consider how they offer reliable channels of communication and representation in groups. (College of Policing, 2023) informs us this can entail setting up single points of contact and making sure that when employees change positions, smooth handovers take place. Police officers, who typically remain on duty longer, have been found by some forces to be able to offer this consistency. This is good for communication and acknowledgement of information gathered.
The police service can use the scanning, analysis, response, and assessment model (SARA) to help them make decisions when faced with community-based issues that needs to be solved. (Farrell, C. 2022) states the SARA model is a problem-solving framework used by police. It stands for Scanning, Analysis, Response, and Assessment. The model involves identifying problems, analysing data to understand the issues, developing and implementing a response, and then evaluating the effectiveness of the response. It's a structured approach to improving policing strategies and addressing community concerns. 
This is useful for the police because it leads to a logical process for identifying and analysing issues. It will create solutions for each problem and evaluate the effectiveness of the solution.

The publication of Policing Vision 2025 from (NPCC, 2018) states towards the close of 2016 acknowledged the increasing difficulty of policing, showing need for cooperation throughout the system to avert criminal activities and safeguard. This means cooperating with other agencies and taking early action to address common issues can lead to an increase of public safety and lower crime which is beneficial to all parties.
It is crucial that the community feels heard and values the police when police interact with the public and solicit feedback. (Police.uk, N.D) states the public can quickly provide feedback to the police without having to leave their home. Police services are improved and shaped by your involvement. Whether it's a complaint about how we handled a situation or a commendation for a particular officer. This is good because it will help to improve the way police carry out their duties as they will have feedback on what works. 
(Metropolitan Police, N.D) states if it's believed that excessive force or an improper attitude has been used by police, the police want to know about it and, if needed, take appropriate action. Similarly, they would appreciate hearing any recommendations or encouraging remarks you may have. been impolite to you, overly forceful, violated your rights, or unlawfully detained. All complaints are investigated. This is good to show accountability however the downside of this method is that it can take some time for everyone to receive a response.

Community engagement serves the dual purposes of giving the public a sense of being heard and of having their complaints and concerns about the police service addressed so that the force can become better. (South Wales Police, 2023) states the public can make complaints about an officer if they have witnessed the incident, they wish to file a complaint about, or they must have been negatively impacted by it. This is good because it can mean police officers will do their job well and those who commit antisocial behaviour are punished and will not negatively impact the community. 
Important occurrences or incidents may have an impact on or signal heightened community tension, both inside and outside the local force area. (College of Policing, 2023) states strategic threat, risk, and harm assessments as well as community engagement initiatives should be guided by this data. Important anniversaries, public gatherings, elections, and other noteworthy political events are examples of general indicators. 
(Morgan, M. 2021) states in the wake of George Floyd’s death by a police officer, discussions about police reform and effectiveness have returned to the forefront. Community policing, which is broadly defined as law enforcement systems where officers establish and maintain active, reinforcing relationships with local stakeholders, including citizens and community leaders, is one well-liked strategy for police reform.  
One important factor in reducing community concerns about crime and increasing community satisfaction with policing is having a conspicuous and comforting presence, listening to community concerns, and creating collaborative projects that have purpose. In addition to making communities more vibrant, addressing signal crimes and creating healthy environments also makes places uninviting for criminal activity (Wilson and Kelling, 1982). Early intervention, like gang and youth programmes, can stop criminal careers in their tracks or divert vulnerable people from radicalizers. 
There are difficulties in defending communities against both established and new dangers. (Nimmons Consulting, 2019) informs us a community's potential for community policing may be undermined by over policing or under policing, focusing its efforts on resolving internal conflicts rather than actively combating crime and public nuisances. Trust is harmed by expediency and political deceit. Communities' sense of security and safety may be adversely affected by the disclosure of crime and problem statistics, especially in cases where the real crime rate is higher than the perception held by the community. 
In conclusion, the examination of crime and antisocial behaviour reveals the impact they have on communities and individuals like Fiona Pilkington. These issues disrupt the social fabric, leading to fear, mistrust, poor mental health and a diminished sense of safety among community members and the police service.
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