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A Critical Comparison of Two JSTOR Papers

Word count: 1543

 The aim of this essay is to critically compare and contrast two academic journal articles from JSTOR. The two articles which were searched under the search criteria of ‘Cosmology’ and ‘Culture’ are Galtung, Johan. ‘Social Cosmology and the Concept of Peace.’ Journal of Peace Research, vol. 18, no. 2, 1981, pp. 183–199,   and Most, Glenn W. ‘The Fire Next Time. Cosmology, Allegoresis, and Salvation in the Derveni Papyrus.’ The Journal of Hellenic Studies, vol. 117, 1997, pp. 117–135. This essay will approach the two articles via the themes of the ironic expression of culture, and modification cosmology.  
The Ironic Expression of Culture

Concerning culture, it was discovered that there were   correlations which could be drawn between the authors and their dialogue.  


The article written by Galtung is academic and the content is aimed at specialists.
 In his book ‘Culture and Imperialism’ Edward Said (1935-2003) made a remark on how all cultures combine elements of others, suggesting that they are all interconnected.
 Contrary to this, Galtung segments the global community into the separate traditions which are grouped within the Occident and the Oriental.
 He also writes about ‘the Western tendency to segment human concerns’ and in this manner appears to segment the definitions of peace and possibly society when he decides to whom his work is aimed at.
 By way of literary style, he limits his audience thus indicating that cultural segmentation has occurred.
Similarly to Galtung, Most has written for academics.
  He uses academic terminology although at times slightly less formal and includes text written in other languages.
 It could be suggested that this might be further segmentation of the readers. Most refers to the papyrus author as excluding select people ‘By putting his language forward as a screen, of course, he ensured that the profane would not understand’.
 Both authors appear to be demonstrating cultural traits which are similar to the Derveni writer.  

     This could be indicative that although Most, Galtung and the Derveni author of the Derveni papyrus are from different cultures they still share a cultural commonality which could be generally western as Galtung demonstrates.
 However, as Raymond William asserts, it is difficult to define what culture is because it means so many different things to different people.
 Given these thoughts it may be possible that the ideas of both Galtung and Said are equally correct and are able to coexist which would support Eagleton’s claims that culture, like nature, can be paradoxical.
 Culture brought together yet also segmented and alienated. 
The Modification of Cosmology 
A correlation seems to exist between the peace towards which Galtung is working and the peace which the owner of the Derveni papyrus hopes for. The papyrus was included with the funerary pyre according to Orphic beliefs in a possible attempt to ensure peace by gaining safe passage through the afterlife. Not only would the cremated soldier be gaining peace but also those who had cremated him in the knowledge that they had done what was appropriate. What is however unusual about this cremation is that the papyrus contains the cosmological teachings of a person who is preaching his own modified version of Orphic teachings combined with physics. If the papyrus had been placed deliberately, it would indicate an acceptance of these modified teachings. A comparison which might be drawn between this and Galtung’s article is that both require a combination of cosmologies with flexible adaption to successfully gain a recognised state of peace for all concerned. 


 Most claims that there were issues with previous studies of the Derveni papyrus. He then informs the reader that he edited a new edition so that everyone could have a ‘reliable-foundation for research’
. This could be said to correlate to Most’s comments when he writes ‘The Derveni author is clever enough to succeed in giving them a new meaning in a way that might not command assent but cannot easily be refuted’.
 He translated and edited the text in order to improve upon that which already existed. In comparison Galtung is offers a new peace system which he believes would be an improvement on current systems. He makes this clear when describing the ‘dearth of comprehensive and penetrating analyses’ of peace issues by current world leaders.
 This could suggest that people might be driven by a need as well as desire to improve that which already exists. As society began to shift towards physics for cosmological answers segmentation began to evolve between physics and theogeny. However, as Most raises the issue the two can coexist. He discusses how cosmology had been repeatedly modified by humans to enable humans to have a way to explain their existence and identity.
 If that which Abram and Primack asserts is to be accepted it is cosmology that gives people a sense of who they are in relation to everything else.
 

Most also reveals some of his own cosmological orientations when he makes comments which refer to God at both the beginning and end of his paper.
  It is these comments along with his comparisons of the Derveni author to an American TV Evangelist (which although cannot be used as evidence that Most is an atheist) can give us an example of another form of cosmological orientation that exists in that for him God does not seem to generate any sense of reverence. This also contrasts to the beliefs of the evangelist who represents yet another cosmological orientation. 
On page 121 Most describes the writer of the papyrus as identifying himself with one group whilst at the same time demonstrating that he is slightly different.
 His cosmology is not quite the same. 
Given the example of cosmological treatment within both these two papers it is possible to conclude that cosmology is open to expansion and as scientific knowledge has expanded cosmological modifications have possibly become more personalised.
Conclusion
This essay compared and contrasted two papers that each shared common themes of ‘Culture’ and ‘Cosmology’. These themes were further investigated via the themes of the ironic expression of culture, and the modification of cosmology


In regard to culture it was found that the writers observed and wrote about the cultural traits of other cultures whilst reflecting similar traits. It was also noted that culture can be paradoxical by nature.


It was understood that cosmology has been repeatedly modified to adapt to social developments such as scientific discovery and cultural change. As cosmology addresses questions of existence and identity it has become subject to adaption by the individual. 


When compared and contrasted, both papers demonstrated how in reflection to the claims of Edward Said
 both culture and cosmology advances by drawing upon that which already exists and then modifying it for improvement.
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