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What changes did the Coroners and Justice Act (2009) make to the defence of diminished responsibility? Did these amendments change the law in this area for the better? 
Introduction  
In this assignment, it will be explored with the changes of the Coroners and Justice Act (2009) made to diminish defence responsibility throughout and explaining diminished responsibility in further detail. Adding to this, the assignment will look at if there are any amendments of change in Law for the better. Diminished responsibility is a partial defence to murder and is outlined in s.2 Homicide Act (1957). If a defendant is successful in reliance on the defence of diminished responsibility, their murder charge could then be reduced to manslaughter (Madlay, 2010). 
Main Body
Ministry of justice (2010) emphasises that the Coroners and Justice Act 2009 change the law and substitutes a new, more contemporary definition for the current one of the partial defences. There were many changes made, one of the changes is that under s.2 the Homicide Act (1957) which was then amended by s.52 Coroners and Justice Act (2009) the language of the previous law has altered, under the old legislation for somebody to be able to rely on a defence of diminished responsibility, it would have to be proven that they were suffering from abnormality of mind. Law insider (2023) states that the word abnormality of mind refers to a mental state that is so dissimilar from that of regular people that a sane person would consider it abnormal. It seems to us to be broad enough to encompass all the mind's operations, not just the observation of physical acts and matters and the capacity to decide logically whether an act is right or evil. However, when this piece of legislation first occurred it amended this and changed it, now there is no requirement for an abnormality of mind. Updated into now what the law says is the abnormality of mental functioning, this was one of the key changes. The case R v Bryne (1960) states that an abnormal state of mind is one that is so dissimilar from that of a normal human being that a sane individual would label it as such. Study rocket (2020) demonstrates that this term was changed to "abnormality of mental functioning" to better reflect how the law has evolved via the courts. Using the terminology abnormality of mental functioning has benefited as it includes the capacity to use willpower or to restrain one's actions in accordance with sound judgement. 
Following this, the second change is that under the past legislation that abnormality of mind had to of arisen from a conditional of arrested or retarded development. The definition of retarded development comes from Merrian webster (2023) updated that it is the disproportionately slow rate of thought or activity. This has been replaced and which now known as recognised medical condition, Elliot and Quinn (2018) states that a recognised medical ailment must have caused the impairment of mental functioning. This reform's primary goal is to update the defence to reflect current medical knowledge of mental illness. Hence, the defence will only be available if the defendant had an illness that was acknowledged by medical experts. According to Federal Register (2013) states that Rosa's Law, approved by Congress in October 2010, altered "mental retardation" to "intellectual disability" and "a mentally retarded individual" to "an individual with an intellectual disability" in certain Federal legislation. This demonstrates that it was beneficial to make the change as from research many people find the phrase mental retardation unpleasant, it has negative connotations, and it frequently leads to misconceptions regarding the illness and those who have it.
Furthermore, another change made is the substantial impairment. Criminal trial court (2020) states that the definition of this is that according to the norms of our community, a person is less responsible than a person who is fully capable in each of those areas if they have impaired capacity for understanding events, determining whether their acts were right or wrong, or exercising self-control. The defendant's mental impairment would need to seriously limit his or her ability to make decisions during or in relation to the killing. The wording of this has been changed and now have got the nature of the defendants conduct, the ability to lose self-control and form a rational judgment. For a defence of reduced responsibility to succeed, the defendant's capacity to conduct one of them three things must be significantly harmed. Instead of the previous considerable impairment of medical responsibility, which related to moral impairment, the new law offered psychiatrists clearer instructions to focus on the assessments of specific mental functioning capacities. An example of this comes from Law 205 (2020) states that in Byrne (1960), the accused was a sexual maniac who disfigured and strangled a young woman. The medical data showed that he was unable to manage those urges due of his medical condition. He was found guilty of murder, but the conviction was overturned and replaced with one for manslaughter. It is likely the courts would employ the same standard of abnormality. Following this, the defendant's mental responsibility for his actions or inactions must be materially impaired by the abnormality of mental functioning. In Byrne, the jury was tasked with determining whether the impairment was significant. According to Lloyd (1967), considerable did not mean total, but it also did not mean insignificant or minor. It falls somewhere in the middle, and the jury will determine how much the mental functioning was impacted.

Conclusion
Overall, many of the amendments suggested by the Law Commission's report Murder, Manslaughter, and Infanticide have been adopted into the Coroners and Justice Act of 2009. The phrase "recognised medical condition” was one of the most significant improvements, as it allows for flexibility and the ever-expanding list of medical problems that may affect one's capacity for reasonable judgement or that may impair mental functioning. This created a legislative defence of diminished culpability by incorporating the Byrne (1960) ruling. According to studies, there are several advantages to the new definitions and change in language because it offended and effected many people before the change. Whereas now with the new definitions there is a greater understanding of people's conditions and belief that there is more clarification for everyone. Therefore, these amendments changed the law in this area for the better. 
Are there any recommendations for further reform within this area of law?
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