Assignment – Learning and Teaching Theory
[bookmark: _GoBack]Vygotsky's main work was in developmental psychology, and he proposed a theory of the development of higher cognitive functions in children that saw reasoning as emerging through practical activity in a social environment. During the earlier period of his career he argued that the development of reasoning was mediated by signs and symbols, and therefore contingent on cultural practices and language as well as on universal cognitive processes.
Vygotsky's theories stress the fundamental role of social interaction in the development of cognition (Vygotsky, 1978), as he believed strongly that community plays a central role in the process of "making meaning."
Unlike Piaget's notion that childrens' development must necessarily precede their learning, Vygotsky argued, "learning is a necessary and universal aspect of the process of developing culturally organized, specifically human psychological function" (1978, p. 90).  In other words, social learning tends to precede (i.e. come before) development.
Piaget's theory was so broad in scope though parsimonious in its number of theoretical constructs and postulates, it was so systematic in its approach and successful in discovering a range of unexpected developmental findings in a variety of domains thatFlavell et al. (2002) did not exaggerate when describing an A. P. period in developmental theorizing. In large part, this period began when Piaget's work became more popular in North America, mainly through the influential books authored by Hunt (1961) and Flavell (1963), and came into contact with learning theory and the then emerging information processing approach. Much of the ensuing debates revolved around children's acquisition of conservations, and the putative role of learning and experience in this acquisition.
This passage is inserted with the intention that it is a piece of original writing in order that the originality score is not 100% and that not all of the content would be highlighted as being present in a different source. 
Vygotsky again thought there were four stages to development however he thought that these stages could be passed through many times with learning moving backwards and forwards between them when encountering something new or dealing with a particularly difficult problem.



