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Targets
· Instead of including long quotations in your work, you need to synthesise what you are reading into a couple of sentences. In these sentences, you should point out the relevance of what you are quoting to your work.
· Book a couple of sessions with Student Support so they can help you write clearer, more effective sentences.
· Proof-read your work carefully.

Introduction
In the current context of developing and promoting Welsh culture, improving Welsh language skills within the education system has become a vital priority. The aim of this assignment is to critically evaluate a strategic priority within a school development plan, specifically focusing on enhancing Welsh language skills among pupils. This assignment will include a literature review that examines the history of Welsh language education in Wales, reviews current policies and initiatives such as ‘Cymraeg 2050: A million Welsh speakers’, and highlights effective practices from schools that have successfully improved Welsh language skills. Additionally, it will discuss various challenges schools face in developing Welsh language skills and consider specific frameworks and theories that support both language acquisition and bilingual education. A strategic plan will be outlined to address this target, detailing steps such as engagement activities, professional development, and curriculum integration. Finally, the implementation of the action plan will be reflected upon, evaluating what worked well and the challenges encountered. In my conclusion, I will summarise the main findings from the literature review, the action plan, and the reflection. I will provide recommendations that could help improve Welsh language skills within schools and consider what research or initiatives could be undertaken in the future. 
Literature review
The history of Welsh culture and language within education has significantly changed through the years, according to the National Library of Wales “The Welsh language was seen as a barrier to progress and modernisation, leading to its suppression in schools following the 1847 Blue Books report” (National Library of Wales, no date). The “Blue Books” were brought in by the British government, they wrote a report which portrayed the Welsh language as being and obstacle to progression. They suggested that the use of Welsh language in schools deprived Welsh people from developing educationally and socially, this had a profound effect on Welsh education.  “The speaking of Welsh in schools may not have been prevented by law, but nor was it given any government support or recognition” (BBC Wales, 2014). The long-term effects of past decisions are still having an influence on Welsh language in Education in the present day. 
There are several current policies that the Welsh Government are implementing aimed at promoting Welsh language in education. These include proposals for a Welsh Language Education Bill, Welsh in Education Strategic Plans, Welsh Language and Education (Wales) Bill and Cymraeg 2050 strategy. The proposal includes increasing the number of Welsh medium schools and for children to have a percentage of their education delivered through the medium of Welsh. “Every pupil in Wales therefore deserves to become a Welsh speaker, and there is a responsibility on each one of us that works in the education system to work towards that goal” (Welsh Government, 2023). The Welsh in Education Strategic Plan is intended to improve the attainment of pupils developing their Welsh language in English-Medium schools and increase the access to Welsh-Medium schools. “We’ll all need to prepare WESPs based on ambitious strategic targets, calculated using the methodology we’ve developed. The targets correspond with the education milestones of Cymraeg 2050” (Welsh Government, 2021). Current data shows that we’re on track to regarding the Cymraeg 2050 educational objectives, it is expected that the next target of 30% will be reached by the end of the next WESP in 2032 (Welsh Government, 2021). The Welsh Language Education Bill aims to broaden the access to Welsh Education Language to every pupil, and to ensure that the Welsh language is embraced as a language for all pupils within Wales. “The main objective of the Bill is to aim to ensure that all pupils reach the end of compulsory school age as independent Welsh language users” (Senedd Cymru, 2024). The Bill will assist in achieving the Welsh Governments goal of reaching a million speakers by 2050 (Senedd Cymru, 2024). The Cymraeg 2025 strategy puts emphasis on the role on the education system in reaching this goal, “The Welsh language is one of the treasures of Wales. It is part of what defines us as people and as a nation” (Welsh Government, 2018). This approach is for the entity of Wales and the aim is for each part of the country to share the idea of having a million Welsh speakers by 2050. The strategy will be monitored continuously and evaluated to ensure that the implementation is successful (Welsh Government, 2018). 
There are several effective strategies that are being implemented within schools to help develop Welsh Language skills, these include a whole school approach, a Welsh Language charter and Language immersion. The language charter is used to assess pupils’ perspective on the Welsh language. “At Ysgol Caer Elen’s Language Centre, pupils who are latecomers to Welsh-medium primary education are immersed in the language. At the Language Centre, pupils receive three days of immersion in the first instance and then the intervention is tailored based on the progress made by the pupil” (Estyn, 2023).  The aim is to increase the use of the Welsh Language between the pupils and to help pupils develop a positive attitude towards the Welsh Language (Estyn, 2023).  
Promoting Welsh Language skills in schools come with several challenges, there is a shortage of Welsh speaking teachers, a lack of resources and training and the impact the pandemic had on education. “Plans for a million Welsh speakers by 2050 will fail without a substantial increase in teachers speaking the language, a Senedd report has warned” (BBC News, 2023). The report states that currently there are not enough staff to expand the Welsh Medium education that is needed and inadequate Welsh teaching in English-Medium schools. There are training schemes that are funded by the Welsh Government for staff who would like to develop their Welsh Language Education (BBC News, 2023). The 2020 pandemic had a significant impact on pupils' education as so much school was missed by many, many pupils are struggling to catch up and learning gaps are more noticeable. More emphasis has been put on literacy and numeracy to help address these learning gaps, which means other subjects were put aside. There was also pressure on teachers to concentrate on children's health and well-being when they returned to school, “it is important that the return to school in the short term, should be focussed on aiding recovery in terms of the children’s well-being, particularly in allowing them time to play and reconnect socially” (Blanden et al., 2021, as cited in Smith, 2022).

Numerous educational theories explore the process of language acquisition and bilingual education. One theory is Skinners Behaviourist Theory on Language Acquisition, he argued that language development is influenced by the environment, and it is learned through imitating, reinforcing and conditioning. He suggests that children learn words and grammar by copying others and receiving positive feedback for using speech correctly. When children receive positive reinforcement for using words correctly this can help them understand the importance of words and language (Lemetyinen, 2023). Noam Chomsky criticised Skinner's theory, he believed that humans are born with a natural ability to learn language. This is often referred to as the Language Acquisition Device, this helps people develop language more easily (Lemetyinen, 2023). Ambridge and Lieven (2012) suggest that “Constructivist accounts assume that whilst the potential to acquire language is of course innate, children are not born with innate knowledge of grammatical categories or principles and construct their grammars on the basis of the input to which they are exposed.” This indicates that giving children the opportunity to learn a second language within education can help them to naturally develop their linguistic skills. Learning a second language can be very beneficial for pupils these include, improved thinking skills, greater grades, more of an understanding of culture and further job opportunities. By referring to these theories in bilingual education, learning can be both more effective and enjoyable for pupils and help prepare them for their future. 
Action point
The school development plan (SDP) specifies that the improvement of pupils’ Welsh language skills is a priority that needs to be focused on within the school. This priority was selected following an inspection and it was one of Estyn's recommendations. There is certain sub priorities listed on the SDP that the school intends to concentrate on these include, the development of Welsh Language skills by ensuring continuity and progression in teaching language patterns and vocabulary. To ensure the development of pupils' Welsh oracy skills, to expose pupils to a range of high-quality Welsh texts and to improve the Welsh ethos across the school. The school has implemented numerous strategies to address these priorities, throughout the school 
Firstly, to support curriculum integration all staff are using the ‘Cotinwwm Iaith’ document to help plan their Welsh lessons at the correct level, this ensures continuity throughout the school and gives all pupils an equal opportunity. This document provides teachers with a variety of Welsh patterns and specifies which patterns their pupils should be learning. Another strategy implemented is Slot drilio which is also a whole school approach adopted by the school, the pupils will do this daily and will be introduced to a new language pattern every week. Slot drillio resources will be monitored to ensure staff have access to a variety of high-quality resources. The new language patterns for Slot drillio are taken from the ‘Cotinwwm Iaith’ document. 
Ffa-la-la will be implemented within progression step 1 and progression step 2 to help develop pupils' Welsh language patterns through song, some staff members attended training to gain a better understanding of Ffa-la-la and how to implement it effectively. These staff members then fed back to other staff during a training session, so all teachers can implement this within their classroom. Another way the school has supported professional development of the staff specifically within progression step 3 is by allowing them to attend a Welsh reading course which is organised by Athrawes Fro, this opportunity will give teachers more of a proficiency in Welsh which will enable them to deliver Welsh lessons more confidently and effectively. 
The school have decided that all displays around the school will include some aspect of Welsh where possible having more Welsh displayed around the school means it is more accessible to the pupils and is being reinforced daily throughout the school. It can also encourage pupils to use more incidental Welsh.
Finally, to help promote the Welsh language at home pupils in progression step 1 and progression step 2 will have the opportunity to take home the Welsh mascot on the weekends. “Increasing the use of Welsh within families is one of the Welsh Government’s key priorities in safeguarding the future of the Welsh language” (Welsh Government, 2018). The pupils are encouraged to take the mascot home, they can then either write in a book using any Welsh words they may know talking about what they did together or they can take photos of themselves with the mascot to show the class and talk to the class about what they did again using any Welsh words or phrases they know this can be supported by the class teacher. The Welsh Government states that “Using two languages within an activity can provide motivating and valuable experiences”. 
To help promote Welsh language skills within the class I planned a lesson, using the strategies that are already implemented. The lesson that was planned included starting with slot drillio, this helped to activate the pupils’ prior knowledge of all the Welsh language patterns they have learnt. I then introduced the new Welsh pattern which was talking about what they did on the weekend, then the pupils repeat it back to me. Pupils were asked to work in pairs to ask each other the new question in Welsh, they were provided with flashcards to help them answer, when the pupils felt confident, they then wrote it up in their book.
Reflection and evaluation
The strategies have only been put into place recently, so the outcomes and effectiveness are yet be evaluated, the teachers have expressed that a number of these strategies have been useful to them and beneficial to developing not only their Welsh language skills but the children to. The school will continue to monitor the outcomes of these strategies by carrying out learning walks, looking at pupils’ books, talking to learners and teachers and monitoring the planning.
The school has developed a whole school approach, adopting a whole school approach “provides a defined process for schools to develop and embed their own whole school approaches which is consistent, equitable for learners and staff” (Welsh Government, 2021). Staff have been provided with the relevant resources, providing teachers with appropriate resources will help support their confidence and effectiveness, which can lead to better educational outcomes. However, teachers are not always given the appropriate resources this can come down to school funding. Limited funding can impact the access to high-quality teaching resources, which can interfere with the effectiveness of Welsh language initiatives. To enable professional development staff to have been given the relative training on these strategies, teachers expressed that this training has allowed them to deliver the initiatives effectively. The staff have also had the opportunity to feedback to other staff members on the training which has allowed them to also implement the strategies into their teaching. If staff are not provided with the appropriate strategy this could lead to ineffective teaching and the outcome of the success of the initiative. The Ffa-la-la approach will make learning more fun and engaging for the pupils and can encourage pupils love for the Welsh language and culture from an early age. If pupils enjoy learning Welsh, then they are more likely to develop their Welsh skills. “As in all language teaching, the use of rhymes containing a strong rhythm, repetition, alliteration and homophones reinforces language development and pronunciation” (Welsh Government, 2008). By taking home the Welsh mascot on the weekend this will allow families to become more involved in the Welsh language however, there may be some children reluctant to take it home for various reasons. These could include, they may feel anxious about taking care of the mascot, they may have other weekend commitments such as clubs and they may not want to share their experience with the mascot with the rest of the class.
I planned a lesson for the pupils in my class to help develop their Welsh language skills. The lesson helped reinforce the Welsh language, it gave the children to develop both their Welsh speaking and listening as they were asked to have a conversation with their partner all children were engaged throughout this task. They also had the opportunity to develop their writing skills as they wrote up what they had to talked about with their partner, all pupils achieved this task confidently. All Welsh lessons are planned in a similar way, so the pupils are aware of what is expected of them during these lessons. This consistent lesson structure is beneficial to pupils as it provides a clear and predictable learning environment, this can help build their confidence and proficiency in Welsh. It can also ensure that they develop a well-rounded skill set in speaking, listening, and writing, leading to further progression in their language abilities.
Conclusion
The history of Welsh language within education has changed considerably, whereas there was a point when pupils were not allowed to use Welsh in school current policies promote the Welsh language through both the Welsh language education bill and Cymraeg 2050. Regardless of challenges faced such as the shortage of Welsh speaking teachers and the impact of the pandemic, strategies have been implemented to help these include language immersion and whole school approaches that are helping to develop Welsh language skills. Bilingual education benefits have been supported by educational theorists, it is believed that it develops a cognitive and cultural understanding. The school development plan has highlighted developing Welsh language skills as a priority, and this is following a recommendation from Estyn. From this the school has implemented a variety of initiatives these include, the ‘Continwwm Iaith’ document for curriculum integration, slot drillio, Ffa-la-la for younger children, professional development training and using a mascot to promote Welsh language at home. By implementing these strategies, the school aims to provide continuity, improve oracy skills and promote a Welsh ethos within school. The initiatives that have recently been implemented through the school have shown to be effective so far, with the teachers providing positive feedback. They will be monitored continuously through learning walks, book reviews and discussions to assess their effectiveness. For any strategy to be successful it is important that the appropriate resources are provided. By encouraging pupils to take part in lessons such as Ffa-la-la or taking home the Welsh mascot, the pupils will have the opportunity to develop enthusiasm for the language and consistently planned lessons will help build confidence and develop the children's proficiency. For future improvements to the Welsh language initiatives, training for teachers should be ongoing and the ensure adequate funding for resources. Families should continue and encouraged to be involved, and community partnerships should be expanded. Further suggestions include integrating technology, introducing more Welsh after school clubs and ensuring learners get extra support when needed. Regular reviews should take place to ensure the strategies are effective or anything that could be adapted to improve them.
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