1501192	 SJSI6022	Assignment two
Choose 3 images of ONE group at risk of exclusion and critically reflect upon these representations and how they might be interpreted by society
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Groups living in poverty will be explored in this piece of work as they are at risk of exclusion. This group has been chosen as 14 million individuals live in poverty in the UK (Barnard, H. 2017 cited in Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2017). There is no consensus way to define poverty as it is complex and constantly changing. However, the UK measures poverty based on household income and uses two measures; relative and absolute poverty (McGuinness, F. 2018 cited in House of Commons Library, 2018). Society in English literature is a structure. However, in Catholic social teaching a society is individuals being part of social networks that provide solidarity by being held together by mutual support and natural obligation (Coote, 1989 cited in Spicker, 2014). Social exclusion was developed in France and referred to individuals being pushed out of networks of solidarity, containing essential systems of support (Lenoir, 1974 cited in Spicker, 2014). Many argue that individuals who experience social exclusion do not receive the support that they are entitled to (Carlson, 2001 cited in Spicker, 2014). There will be an insight into poverty and how it can lead to exclusion, looking at sociological theories such as the ‘black magic magic roundabout’ by Steve Craine (1997) (Craine, 1997 cited in Harlambos and Holborn, 2008). How the media portrays individuals living in poverty and how they are interpreted by society will take place by comparing three images. This will occur as the importance of media in a contemporary world, is phenomenal. Individuals in a modern society are unaware of the importance, due to media being part of everyday life. Everyday life is now symbolised and portrayed through social media (Abercrombie, 2004), the representations of people living in poverty will be discussed. 
Using the relative and absolute poverty measures, an individual is in relative poverty if they are living below 60% of their household median income. This measure looks at the inequalities between low and middle-income households. Individuals’ live in absolute poverty if they live with below the 60% household income median of 2010/11. This measure looks at the living standards of low income households and how they are changing (McGuinness, F. 2018 cited in House of Commons Library, 2018). From the 14 million individuals living in poverty, it showed that 8 million were working-aged adults, 8 million lived in families with at least one working parent, 4 million were children and 1.9 million were pensioners (Barnard, H. 2017 cited in Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2017). A sociological study by Mack and Lansley (1990) determined what people saw as a necessity to live. Such as; social activities, television and having friends round etc. If an individual lacked three or more of the ‘necessities’, they were classed as living in poverty. The 1990 follow-up study found an increase in poverty from 1983, as in 1990 11 million were classed as living in poverty. Two-thirds were found to be dependent on state benefits (Mack and Lansley, 1990 cited in Haralambos and Holborn, 2008). 
In 2015, the UK ranked 13th in the poverty rate out of the 28 European countries. Although the UK had the fifth lowest rate of persistent poverty, it’s overall poverty was 16.7% which came close to the EU average of 17.3%. Statistics showed that 4.6 million people were experiencing persistent poverty, as they had received low income for the past three years prior. 30.2% of the UK population from 2012-2015 were at risk of poverty for at least one year (ONS, 2017). There has been a recognised decrease over the past 20 years in poverty rates of certain groups like pensioners and certain families with children. However, the poverty rates for both groups are back on the increase again (Barnard, H. 2017 cited in Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2017). 
For an individual who has been brought up living in poverty they can find themselves stuck in a poverty-stricken circle called the cycle of deprivation (SEU, 2001 cited in Oxfordshire County Council, 2007). The cycle of deprivation consists of unemployment, poor skills, low income, poor diet and health, poor housing, poor educational attainment and crime. An article by the Independent found that people living in poverty are more likely to stress over short-term issues and want a quick solution, such as borrowing money at an excessive rate which makes matters worse, therefore leading them into more poverty (Connor, 2012 cited in The Independent, 2012). 
Steve Craine (1997) created a theory called the ‘black magic roundabout’. His study argued against there being an underclass within the unemployed young people in Britain. Craine (1997) looked at young people leaving education from areas that were in poverty. He found three types of transitions; traditional, protracted and cyclical. The traditional transition involved the young person entering employment straight away, the protracted transition was the young person fluttering between employment, un-employment and government schemes. The final transition was the cyclical, otherwise known as the black magic roundabout. This is where the young people were in a roundabout of unemployment, government schemes, youth jobs, special programmes and back to un-employment and so on (Craine, 1997 cited in Haralambos and Holborn, 2008). For an individual living in poverty they are likely to experience exclusion, due to the deprivation they live in stopping them from participating in societies activities. Societies activities are often social and essential for an individual to do to get out of poverty such as; finding work, leisure activities and being involved with politics (Harlambos and Holborn, 2008).
With an insight into poverty, how it’s measured, poverty in the UK and exclusion, three images of people living in poverty will now be looked at. There will be brief knowledge known about the image, so that the reader gets background information. What will then be discussed is how the image appears and any stereotypes that may follow. For a better understanding of how social media portrays people living in poverty, links between all images will be discussed. 
The first image that shall be discussed is image one (see below). The image is from the television programme Little Britain. It contains a woman called Vicky Pollard at which she is known as being a teenage single mother, delinquent, hanging around off-licenses trying to persuade people to go in and buy cigarettes for her (BBC, 2014). Vicky Pollard is a character based in Bristol, who talks at 100mph and is happy to stub her cigarette out anywhere. The writers of Little Britain explained how while writing they spent a lot of time in Bristol and studied the people that would walk past, this is where their inspiration of her came from. They believe that there is a Vicky Pollard on every street corner in Britain (Lewis, 2004 cited in BBC, 2014). 
When first looking at image one there are many stereotypes and assumptions that follow. Looking at the background of the image first there is a build up of houses, therefore an assumption that this woman lives on a council estate. Concentrating on the woman she appears to be a young person, wearing a tracksuit, has messy hair, is pulling a face and is pushing six prams with children of different ethnicities. Based on these appearances, there will be a stereotype that this woman is a young parent, with multiple children from different fathers, unemployed, a chav and rude. 
Due to the media influence and interpretation of image one, young mothers and people living in poverty can be labelled as a ‘chav’ and face exclusion. It was for this reason that the writers of Little Britain chose to target poor white groups, to show how they are socially marginalised and are known in society as ‘chavs’. Little Britain has been known for challenging the complex characteristics of different social classes and identities (Lockyer, 2010 cited in Taylor and Francis Online, 2010). The way in which society has interpreted the appearance of image one as being a chav is evident. As in 2006, Fiona Griffiths applied for the X-factor at which she received backlash from the audience and judges that her appearance was horrendous and that she looked like Vicky Pollard. Fiona stated that she was very offended at the comments regarding her looking like Vicky Pollard but has now learnt to laugh it off (WalesOnline, 2006). The social birth of the ‘chav’ is known as being a class-division as well as social division which has occurred due to the media construction of it (Skeggs, 1997; Rhodes, 2011; Skeggs and Loveday, 2012 cited in Nayak and Kehily, 2014). 
[bookmark: _Hlk509598032]Society has interpreted the image of a woman wearing a tracksuit and living in poverty as something to take offence to. Based on image one, society will often interpret and stereotype an individual who lives in a council house and in poverty as a ‘scrounger’. The reasoning for this scapegoating could be due to the scarcity of jobs, money and housing. Therefore, making it inevitable for people to turn against each other. Due to this, many individuals will create negative assumptions of people living on a council estate, who people feel are getting something that they do not qualify for. These negative assumptions of image one has been influenced by the media. This has been done by them using their secondary power using text and image to influence society, without its members knowing it is happening. The only way in which society cannot stereotype, label, judge and interpret is to meet the individuals that live in poverty on a personal level (Davies, 2014 cited in The Guardian, 2014). Referring to Steve Craine (1997) when looking at image one, society would assume that Vicky Pollard was on the cyclical transition, known as the black magic roundabout (Craine, 1997 cited in Haralambos and Holborn, 2008). This assumption would occur due to the appearance of Vicky Pollard and societies assumptions that anyone who looks like a chav and lives on a council estate lives on benefits and is unemployed.  (Buonadonna, P. 2015 cited in The Telegraph, 2015)
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[bookmark: _Hlk509583851]The second image that will be discussed is an image taken of the Taylor family from the Television Programme Eastenders (see below). Eastenders is a town based in London (Daily Star, 2017) at which statistics have shown that London is the most unequal part in the UK when it comes to poverty and inequality. However, since the late 2000’s the incomes of low-income households have risen by 10% (Crib et al, 2017 cited in Institute for Fiscal Studies, 2017). The executive producer of Eastenders described the family as ‘noisy and brass’, ‘lack cash’ and who have ‘love and warmth in spades’. When the new family was released however, the television soap received backlash as viewers were worried that they were a stereotype of a white working-class family and that there should be more ethnic minority families (BBC, 2017). The soap shows the Taylor family struggling financially, living off benefits but also shows the family come together. The family comes together when they start to become more financially stable when the eldest brother gets a job as a male escort, to get extra money to provide for his family. As well as the mother getting a job in the local launderette (Daily Star, 2017). 
When looking at image two, it shows a family of five children. However, when critically analysing the image there are stereotypes that can be made. The mother having scruffy hair, smoking and with her bra strap half way down her arm can insinuate that she is a chav. There is no older male present in the photo, therefore assuming and labelling the woman as a single mother. Her children have different ethnicities, therefore again assuming her children have different fathers. The family appear to not be wearing the most modern of clothes, therefore assuming they have poor income and live in poverty. 
There is a clear link between image one (as seen above) and image two (see below), in the way that both mothers are being portrayed by the media using their body language and appearance. Social media is seen as a ‘hypodermic’ model in the sense that people are unaware and do not realise the message media is giving them, as it is done in an informal way. The hypodermic model believes that the messages that media give out are incentives which influences society. This leads society to act in a similar way, therefore the effects of social media are powerful (Lowery and De Fluer, 1988 cited in Macionis and Plummer, 2012). The other link between image one and two is the fact that there is no adult male present, therefore making the judgement that both females are single mothers and had their children with different fathers based on their children having different ethnicities. The way that social media portrays single mothers and having children with different partners as being a bad thing has affected the way that society interprets single mothers. In some respects, the media has created an assumption and moral panic regarding single mothers and having children with different partners. Stan Cohen created the term ‘moral panic’ in the 1960’s, as he watched how the media influenced and portrayed mods and rockers as being out of control to the rest of society. From this he believes that when something happens that has threat to societies norms and values and is not seen as ‘normal’, the media picks up on this and creates a moral panic (Cohen, 2003 cited in Macionis and Plummer, 2012). Singer Natasha Hamilton hit back at negative comments as she had been labelled as a ‘4x4’ mum due to having four children with four different partners. She fought back and stated that if she were to have stayed in relationships that were harmful to herself and her children, that would have made her a worse mum and has no regrets (Crawley, 2015 cited in Daily Mail, 2015). 
With image two there is another link with image one, that is that because they look like a chav they must be unemployed and living in poverty. However, knowing the general background of the family getting jobs, such as the eldest son getting a job as a male escort and mother working in the launderette (Daily Star, 2017). It is evident that the family is trying to get out of the cycle of deprivation, as mentioned previously (SEU, 2001 cited in Oxfordshire County Council, 2007). Referring to Steve Craine (1997) the Taylor family would be in the protracted transition, at which the individuals find themselves between un-employment, employment and government schemes (Craine, 1997 cited in Haralambos and Holborn, 2008). Societies interpretations of people living in poverty would assume that because the family looks like a chav then they must be unemployed, therefore live on the black magic roundabout. Based on societies interpretations and assumptions this could lead to the family in image two to face exclusion. This could be done as society assumes that individuals living on a council estate are on benefits, an assumption that they cannot afford to go out may stop someone from asking them to do a social activity. 






(Eastenders Wiki, 2018)
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The last image that will be discussed is image three (see below). This image features Sandra Martin who first appeared on Googlebox in 2013. In 2015, Sandra Martin set up her own business called ‘Ringsandtings’ as she is known for her big and extravagant rings and big gold earrings (Griffiths, 2018 cited in The Sun, 2018). However, in an interview on Loose Woman, Sandra Martin claimed that she was going back on benefits as all her money went on her friends, taxis and take-aways. When discussing how her life had turned back around, Sandra explained how before joining Googlebox she was on benefits but with the success of the show she had instant fame and money. Sandra admitted then when she received the money from being a regular on the show, she simply did not know what to do with it and did not seek financial advice. Sandra went on to discuss how after quitting the show she lived in hotels for six months but claims she wasn’t homeless. Sandra simply wanted to burn it all and go back to how she was living (Martin, 2018 cited in ITV, 2018). 
When looking at image three (see below), society would assume that Sandra Martin is famous or has a high social status in some respect as she is being interviewed on Loose Women. Her appearance in the image is respectful and does not look scruffy. Her style appears to be confident, bold and unique. When looking at her, there would not be a consensual assumption that Sandra is on benefits. This is due to the media portraying that people on benefits or living in poverty must look like a ‘chav’. This appearance and link can see be seen in image one and two (see above). 
Based on image one and two and the stereotype given to people living in poverty, on appearance it is hard to link image three with them. Stereotyping means that as a society we have selected, constructed and generalized signs which put individuals together to form a social group. Society will then have automatic assumptions that the individuals in this ‘social group’ will have the same appearance, norms and values (Taylor and Willis, 2004). Therefore, on appearance it is hard to link image three with image one and two as the woman does not have the same ‘chav’ appearance linked with living in poverty. It is interesting when looking at image three, to see how Sandra Martin has in some respects fallen back into the cycle of deprivation as mentioned previously. The only bond linking image three with the higher two is for the fact that the image states Sandra Martin is going back on benefits, therefore insinuating that she will be back living in poverty. Referring to Craine (1997) and his theory of the black magic roundabout (Craine, 1997 cited in Haralambos and Holborn, 2008). Sandra would come under the protracted transition, although she is not leaving education. Sandra has found herself fluttering between un-employment, employment and government schemes. 
(McCahill, E, 2018 cited in The Sun, 2018)
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When looking at how society interprets people living in poverty, it is clear to see how media influences this. With statistics showing that in the UK 14 million people live in poverty (Barnard, H. 2017 cited in Joseph Rowntree Foundation, 2017) and the UK ranking 13th in the poverty scale (ONS, 2017) it’s interesting to see how the media reflects this through newspapers and television programmes. Referring to image one and two and the way in which social media has stereotyped people living in poverty as chavs, it’s no surprise that they experience exclusion. The way in which society interprets people living in poverty, is purely down to the media and how they are portrayed. Media using certain phrases and images as seen in image one, two and three are evidence of how stereotypes occur and cause society to interpret people living in poverty as ‘chavs’. This label of ‘chav’ can stop individuals from associating themselves with people living in poverty, therefore causing them to experience exclusion. Theories such as the cycle of deprivation (Connor, 2012 cited in The Independent, 2012) and the black magic roundabout (Craine, 1997 cited in Haralambos and Holborn, 2008) show how it is already difficult for individuals living in poverty to get out of that as well as exclusion. This does not need to be made more challenging by the media stereotyping individuals living in poverty. In society there should be no assumptions of how a person should act based on their appearance, gender, relationship status or social class. However, there is and this needs to stop to create a more equal and caring society. 
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Sandra Martin: 'I'm going back to benefits’





image6.png
Sandra Martin: 'I'm going back to benefits’
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