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Looking back, evaluate how has your touring theatre production realised in practice elements of Tasks 1 & 2?

One of the initial research tasks given by the director was to interview a child that fell into the age bracket that the show was being devised towards. Engaging with this child and finding out their thought process and answers to the questions that we were given to ask definitely helped with being able to level with how they viewed the world around them, which in turn made devising the piece to become easier as we weren’t trying to age down the information that we wanted to give. Then when everyone fed back to each other about their interviews, it showed that the age bracket we had been given were more switched on to their surroundings than we might have initially thought.
Another research element was to look into the environment and see where humans have affected issues that cause mass destruction. Personally, I found looking at natural disasters that could’ve been as a result to human neglect to the earth to be an interesting factor that was my “in” when looking at the theme of the piece. This task helped me to become more engaged with the topic. 

We were also given tasks where in small groups we would improvise and build off a narrator and then the narrator would build off the actors. This seemed to be the easiest and most helpful form of creating stories as we could be free with the content we were creating and allow the storyline to flow anywhere. This technique helped with creating the majority of the stories throughout the piece. 

Another task was to personally reflect on time when we have had a positive/negative effect on the environment. When discussing our reflections, we had gotten more onto a social environment i.e. if someone is in a bad mood and their counter effect etc. After basing our show back on the social environment, it helped with showing a boundary of what was safe to mention in a school and what type of environment we were aiming to portray. For example, it was through this exercise where we came to the conclusion that we should try not to mention the tradition family setting. It also helped with bringing everyone onto the same page and know what type of environment we were striving to portray.

When focusing on task 2, having a more detailed look into how a touring theatre piece could have its effect on the desired audience definitely helped with refining what we wanted to portray from the theme. A big reasoning behind the stories was to make sure that there was more of a universal message portrayed and not forcing information for the sake of it and allow the audience the space to form their own opinions. As the piece was made for theatre in education, it was also valuable to start a conversation between the students and teachers so that the learning could continue after the piece had been performed. 
