Some notes from the Tractatus (+) on the Self


[image: Image result for wittgenstein tractatus]‘The I… is what is deeply mysterious.’ (NB, p. 80)


‘the thinking subject is surely mere illusion,’ ‘the I is not an object.’ (NB, p. 80) 


‘There really is only one world soul, which I for preference call my soul…’ (NB, p. 49)


‘…how much truth there is in solipsism. 
In fact what solipsism means, is quite correct, only it cannot be said, but makes itself manifest. 
That the world is my world, this is manifest in the fact that the limits of the language (of that language which I alone understand) mean the limits of my world.’ (TLP 5.62)


[bookmark: _GoBack]‘The world and life are one.’ (TLP 5.621)

‘I am my world. (The microcosm.)’ (TLP 5.63)


‘There is no such thing as the subject that thinks or entertains ideas. 
If I wrote a book called The World as I found it, I should have to include a report of my body, and should have to say which parts were subordinate to my will, and which were not etc., this being a method of isolating the subject, or rather of showing that in an important sense there is not subject; for it alone cannot be mentioned in that book.-‘ (TLP 5.631)


‘The subject does not belong to the world: rather, it is a limit of the world.’ (TLP 5.632)


‘Where in the world is a metaphysical subject to be found? 
You say that this  is exactly like the case of the eye and the visual field. But really you do not see the eye. 
And nothing in the visual field allows you to infer that it is seen by an eye.’ (TLP 5.633)


‘Here it can be seen that solipsism, when its implications are followed out strictly, coincides with pure realism. The self of solipsism shrinks to a point without extension, and there remains the reality co-ordinated with it.’ (TLP 5.64)

‘There really is a sense in which philosophy can talk about the self in a non-psychological way. 
What brings the self into philosophy is the fact that ‘the world is my world’. 
The philosophical self is not the human being, not the human body or the human soul, with which psychology deals, but rather the metaphysical subject, the limit of the world – not a part of it.’ (TLP 5.641)


‘Not only is there no guarantee of the temporal immortality of the human soul, that is to say its eternal survival after death; but in any case, this assumption completely fails to accomplish the purpose for which it has always been intended. Or is some riddle solved by my surviving for ever? Is not this eternal life as much of a riddle our present life? The solution of the riddle of life in space and time lies outside space and time.
(It is certainly not the solution of any problems of natural science that is required.)’ (TLP 6.4312)


‘The right method of philosophy would be this. To say nothing except what can be said, i.e. the propositions of natural science, i.e. something that has nothing to do with philosophy: and then always, when someone else wished to say something metaphysical, to demonstrate to him that he had given no meaning to certain signs in his propositions. This method would be unsatisfying to the other—he would not have the feeling that we were teaching him philosophy—but it would be the only strictly correct method.’ (TLP 6.53)

‘What we cannot speak about we must pass over in silence.’ (TLP 7)
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