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Abstract
The purpose of this report is to analyse different areas of study skills. This report will focus on the skills required for higher education, self-evaluation and the application of the course.
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This report explores the different areas of higher education and the skills required. The necessary skills required to succeed at higher education will be researched and evaluated. A self-evaluation of the author will be carried out to determine his strengths and weaknesses. From this, areas for improvement will be suggested.
Having completed all study skills lectures, any applications for any skills the author has learnt will be discussed. Skills that are transferable from university to work are an essential part of the study skills module. As part of the study skills module, a group presentation was written and delivered by groups in the class. This report will evaluate this presentation.



[bookmark: _Toc6600671]Skills Evaluation

[bookmark: _Toc6600672]Successful learning

In 2016-2017, 263,280 students entered higher education aged 18. [1] All these students would have recently finished school or college. The transition from secondary education to higher education is a big jump and students will need to learn a number of key skills, so that they do not fall behind in their first year. Some skills will be brand new to them and some will need improving from secondary or college education.

[bookmark: _Toc6600673]Independent learning

Higher education differs vastly from secondary education. Most undergraduates are school leavers and the workload required at university can come as a surprise to some students. Being able to study independently is a valuable skill that involves time management, personal study and using the resources you have been given. Mastering this skill takes time as at school. College and sixth form lessons are structured to provide you with the required information, whereas lectures give you direction and the expectation is on you to carry out personal study. [2]

[bookmark: _Toc6600674]Exam technique 

Many courses are assessed by exams and coursework, so having good exam technique is a valuable skill. Exams are unlikely to be multiple choice based papers at University and depending on the course will vary.  Engineering and scientific exams are more likely to be maths based with numbers and working out being the answer. Other subjects may require you to answer questions in an essay format. Reading the course syllabus and marks scheme can give an idea of what may be in the exam. Getting a good night’s sleep, feeling rested, and eating a good breakfast are all key for getting you in the right mind-set before an exam.



[bookmark: _Toc6600675]Essay writing

As well as exams, modules are assessed through essays and reports. For many subjects, essays and reports make up 50% or more for the module total. Essays and reports take different formats; essays are generally used in education to assess your knowledge and gives the author’s own opinion. A report is an unbiased account supported with data or findings which may include tables, graphs and other data. Ensuring you write in the correct style is vital, and you could be penalised for writing in the incorrect style. A greater depth of knowledge is expected for higher education, so essays and reports will be longer, more detailed and with more research than expected at school or college level. It is important that essays and reports are correctly referenced, as this ensures that the original author of any work you cite is acknowledged and protects you against accusations of plagiarism. 

[bookmark: _Toc6600676]Presentation skills

For many people, the thought of standing up in front of a group of colleagues or peers is a daunting one, but giving presentations is an important part of university in that it prepares you for interviews and work more generally. Ensuring you are prepared for a presentation is key. Once the slides are finished, practice the presentation a number of times, preferably to time. A hand out is a useful aid with extra information on it that will not be displayed on the screen. Having a small number of cards can help you to keep to the main points relevant, but reading from a script is not acceptable.

[bookmark: _Toc6600677]English

Even for an engineering based degree, having a good understanding of English is key. Although involving a lot of maths, being able to explain yourself through reports and in exams is a key skill. If your work is filled with spelling and grammatical errors it will lose marks. Therefore, tools like spell check are important in essay and report writing as helpful complements to a process of proofreading. Being able to re-read what you have written to make sure that it makes sense and does not have any grammatical errors within it is also key.


[bookmark: _Toc6600678]Reading and Research

You will be expected to read large amounts to accompany attending lectures and writing assignments. Along with this, research for assignments will be required. Speed-reading is very useful for reading large amounts of text quickly. It is often not necessary to read entire books or reports, but only the sections relevant to your current study. Researching the correct information in a timely manor is vital; spending hours trawling though the library for one small reference is not productive. Tools like the library catalogue and Google scholar are very useful.

[bookmark: _Toc6600679]Time management  

Being away at university can be daunting and with so much going on, time management is key not only in your personal life but also while writing assignments and in exams. Turning up to lectures on time and being appropriately equipped is incredibly important, not only to learn but because punctuality and preparedness shows respect to the lecturer and the material that they have prepared. Many people find working to a deadline difficult and are often found pulling all-nighters to get the required work completed. This is usually not productive, and therefore proper time management is crucial for making sure you present yourself to the best of your ability. Ensuring work is completed before socialising or doing activities is vital as deadlines appear quickly. Time management within an exam can be a difficult skill to learn. Spending too long on one question is a common mistake people make, and not leaving enough time to read what you have written is another side of proper time management. Re-reading is vital to remove any small mistakes you may have made under the exam pressure.

[bookmark: _Toc6600680]Self evaluation

Appendix 1 shows the self-evaluation the author carried out. There are a number of different self-evaluation tools available on the Internet. Some will tell you what vegetable you are (figure 2) and some will tell you what animal you are. These are just fun online quizzes and are not suitable for self-evaluation. Via character [3] was the chosen assessment platform to carry out the evaluation. The assessment took 20 minutes and is made up of multiple-choice questions. ‘Research reveals that people who use their strengths every day are:’
· ‘3x more likely to report having an excellent quality of life.’
· ‘6x more likely to be engaged at work.’ [3]


[bookmark: _Toc6600681]Strengths

The results show that the author’s strengths are Love, Gratitude, Humour and Kindness. These attributes portray the author in a good light. Love, gratitude and kindness are good strengths to have, and show compassion. Humour shows that the author is a fun and enjoyable person to be around, who does not take himself too seriously. 

[bookmark: _Toc6600682]Weaknesses

The author’s lowest scoring attribute was love of learning. The author strongly disagrees with this attribute as he enjoys learning new things and pushing himself. He would not be doing a degree if he did not have some sort of interest in learning. The second lowest scoring attribute of the author was self regulation, which is described as ‘regulating what one feels and does; being disciplined; controlling one's appetites and emotions.’ [4] The author feels this is fair, as he does struggle with regulating his time and prioritising work to be done. Humility also scored low on the evaluation. The author tries to act humbly, but he admits that he can sometimes act in a boastful way.


[bookmark: _Toc6600683]Actions

From this assessment, the author has taken on board the need for better self regulation. To this end, he now prioritises work over trivial things like watching TV and films. To aid with his study he no longer has the TV on as a distraction and plays relaxing piano music to help him concentrate while having background noise as he has become accustomed to. To act more humble, the author goes about his work life without expecting to be rewarded for doing his job well. Only when going above and beyond does he expect recognition.







[bookmark: _Toc6600684]Application

[bookmark: _Toc6600685]Study skills

The study skills module has taught the author a great deal and really helped with the first year of his degree. As the author has never attended university before, there were a number of areas of academic writing and academia that he was not familiar with. Because of this, study skills were a valuable unit for him as it has helped bridge the gap between his school and college knowledge, as well as enabling him to write reports in physics and electrical and electronic principles.

[bookmark: _Toc6600686]Word

Learning how to use word effectively and efficiently was incredibly valuable to the author. Learning how to use the navigation pane setting up headers to efficiently move through the document was invaluable and made report writing much easier. Setting a title page with all the relevant information required such as: name, unit title, assignment title, student number and abstract was information the author was not aware of.  Word can also help with referencing and ensuring that work cited is correctly referenced in the bibliography at the end of a report.
Although the author does not write reports at work in his current position, he hopes that in the near future he will start to write reports or move into a position where reports could be part of his job role. While not writing reports currently, the author is involved with collecting data for reports and working closely with manufacturing engineers who write up the reports.

[bookmark: _Toc6600687]Power point and group work

While comfortable with using power point the author has never had to create and present a group presentation. From the lectures received in study skills the author learnt not to put too many words on a slide and to use a dark background to make the text easier to read for the audience. Using technology such as one drive to enable the author and his group to all work on the same power point while apart was very useful.

The author has given presentations in the past but never as part of a group. He is a confident public speaker and enjoyed the opportunity to share the presentation with colleagues. At work he is involved with process review meetings, which he often leads. This involves going through process documentation, safety documentation and tooling lists with facility management, manufacturing engineers, quality engineers and line managers. 

[bookmark: _Toc6600688]Physics

Physics is an important module and the knowledge gained in this first year will be valuable in the later years of the course. Being a precision engineer, having a basic understanding of physics is important and what the author has learnt this year has built on that knowledge and furthered his understanding of engineering principles. This deepened knowledge is used regularly at work to help understand how machines are working and the principles behind them.

[bookmark: _Toc6600689]Maths

The author has thoroughly enjoyed learning maths this year. Having been out of education for a number of years, a refresher of maths was needed. As well as refreshing the subjects the author had learnt before, new topics were covered that the author had never learnt before. The maths modules were assessed by examination which the author struggles with as he prefers coursework. However, this meant leaning new techniques and time management to complete the exams. Maths is a part of the author’s current job, as it is used for setting the machines that he works with up. This module has furthered his understanding of some mathematical subjects and taught him some new techniques and areas of maths.

[bookmark: _Toc6600690]Electrical and Electronic principles.

Having completed a four-year precision machining apprenticeship with a mechanical bias the author has never had any experience in this field. With no prior knowledge on the subject, starting at level four was a challenge. However, with the help of extra online lectures and quizzes, his knowledge has vastly improved. Still being a precision engineer, the uses for electrical and electronic principles are limited as he is not allowed to carry out maintenance on his machine. Recently the writer was escorting a contractor carrying out maintenance on his lathe and he was able to ask questions and understand the answers thanks to the electrical and electronic principles module. 

[bookmark: _Toc6600691]Back up strategy

Data loss is a serious issue for anyone that works with any kind of technology. From personal computers all the way up to global corporations and everyone in between, loss of data must be taken seriously. Data loss could cost a company millions of pounds and damage their reputation.  There are several ways that data loss can occur:

· Hardware – CPU and drive failure are examples of hardware failing.
· Software –virus infection is the most common software issue but can also include operating system failure.
· Human error –accidental deletion or overwriting can erase important data.
· Physical damage –this can occur if computers are dropped and the hardware inside is damaged. CD’s and USB sticks can also be damaged through misuse. Flood, fire and other natural disasters can also cause significant damage to physical components.


Figure 1 shows the number of data breach incidents by type and by source. This data was collected by a world leading digital security company. A break down of this data is as follows: [5]

· 7,125,940 compromised records every day.
· 2,96914 compromised records every hour.
· 4,949 compromised records every minute.
· 82 compromised records every second.
[image: https://blog.gemalto.com/wp-content/uploads/2018/04/BLI-image-650x333.png]Figure 1

These figures show an alarming number of records being compromised. Individuals and companies must take precautions to avoid data loss. To this extent, a data backup strategy is critical and there are a few different options available for varying budgets. The methods used will vary depending on who and what needs backing up. Obviously, an individual will have less data than a large company with thousands of employees.

Large companies with their own networks will have multiple backups of data from different methods. A common back up method is off site storage. This could be in the form of cloud storage, tapes or hard drives. Having the storage facility off-site covers the owner against physical damage to the data, like flood and fire. However, off-site storage is costly, and though the data is safe from physical damage in two places, this does not eliminate it from being corrupted or stolen. Cloud storage is a popular method of off-site storage. This is where data is backed up to a cloud network in which the data is stored. Many cloud networks offer systems that will regularly back up your data. The 3-2-1 rule is used by many companies, with three copies of the data stored on two different types of media, with one being off site. 

Anti-virus software is a must have for any company or individual as viruses can corrupt, steal, delete and change data. Having data stolen is very damaging for a company’s reputation and can cost them a lot of money. Because of this, firewalls and anti-virus software are used to protect against malicious attacks. Off the shelf software is available for free, but paying for the software gives you added protection.

GDPR (General Data Protection Regulations) came out on 25th May 2018 [6] and set out guidelines for data protection within the UK and sits alongside the DPA (Data Protection Act). GDPR ‘sets out the key principles, rights and obligations for most processing of personal data – but it does not apply to processing for law enforcement purposes, or to areas outside EU law such as national security or defence.’ [6] These guidelines set out specific roles and responsibilities for anyone that handles data and includes what steps must be taken if there is a data breach.
 
[bookmark: _Toc6600692]Personal back up strategy

Whilst studying, having a personal back up strategy is essential to protect any work the author has written. To this end, the author takes back up  seriously and has his own personal back up strategy. The first defence in his strategy is ensuring his personal computers software is up to date with the latest software. Having the latest software not only helps with efficiency but helps protect from viruses and malware attacks. The author does not have current anti-virus software, and this could be a place for a data breach. Moving forwards he will purchase current software to protect his data.

As the author works full time and studies part time he is often working on university work in different places on different computers. This can cause issues with ensuring he has the latest version of a document to work on in different places. USB memory sticks are not permitted in his place of work due to security reasons, so because of this he uses email to send the latest version to where he will be working. The author also uses the cloud service author to ensure he always has the latest version.

As well as using a cloud-based system, the author keeps hard copies on several different devices. If working on a university computer or his personal laptop a local working copy is kept on the hard drive with a second copy stored on a USB memory stick. When returning from university, all files are backed up to a solid state external hard drive which is kept in the authors house. 

With this back up strategy in place it is unlikely the author will have a catastrophic loss of data. If his laptop were to be stolen or a USB stick misplaced, the cloud system and external hard drive would have copies of the necessary work. The use of anti-virus software also mitigates the chance of a large amount of data loss. If there were to be a loss of data, the author would only lose a small amount of work rather than a year’s worth of work.

[bookmark: _Toc6600693]Group presentation

As part of the study skills module, a group presentation had to be delivered. The topic of the presentation was selected by the lecturer David Williams. The chosen topic was “ACADEMIC WRITING AND PLAGIARISM AVOIDANCE.” From this topic, a ten-minute presentation was to be delivered following this format:

1: Title Slide
2: Introduction 
3: Main body (Divided by group into appropriate sections) 
4: Conclusion.
5: Recommendations  
6: References
7: Questions and Answers

[bookmark: _Toc6600694]Group members

The class was divided into four groups, comprising of three or four students. The author was placed in group with three other students; Max Smith, Luke Savin and Vinnie Wren. Unfortunately, due to personal circumstances Vinnie Wren left the course and therefore the group became three. Losing a group member meant the rest of the group had to do extra work. However, this did not affect how the presentation was written. 
At a meeting with the other two members the group decided how to efficiently write the presentation. It was decided that each member would write their own presentation focusing on one area and then combine the best elements from all three presentations to make the final presentation. This worked well, with the author focusing on plagiarism and plagiarism avoidance, Luke Savin dealing with on academic writing, and Max Smith covering plagiarism avoidance and referencing. 

Fortunately, the three members of the group all work for the same company and this made writing the presentation easier as meetings could be held at work rather then having long distance email communications. The group decided to use an online cloud system to share the presentation work so that they could all work together, but unfortunately the system would not function correctly so it was decided to email any work they had done to the group. 

[bookmark: _Toc6600695] Presentation

Appendix 2 shows the full presentation; the introduction and conclusion were written as a group with the rest of the slides being written by who presented them. Luke Savin presented the introduction and his slides were 1-7. These covered who was in the group, what the presentation covered and different types of academic writing. Luke spoke about what academic writing is and the different types of academic writing including reports and essays and how they differ. Max Smith presented slides 8-15 in which he covered what plagiarism is, how to avoid plagiarising people’s work, and referencing. As part of his referencing slides, Max covered different styles of referencing and how each one is different.

The author presented slides 16-24, covering plagiarism detection, the conclusions and questions and answers. He spoke about the serious nature of plagiarism and why educational establishments take it very seriously. The author covered the software used by the university called Turnitin. Turnitin cannot detect plagiarism but similarity and it is up to academic staff to decide if plagiarism has occurred. The author had done a comparison of free online similarity checkers to determine their efficiency. To do this he copied the Turnitin Wikipedia page into the various online tools with varying results. He advised students against using these online tools and only using Turnitin. The author closed the presentation with the group’s conclusions and opened the floor for any questions. All three members of the group answered any questions that were asked from the audience.

[bookmark: _GoBack]
The lectures delivered throughout the study skills module helped the author and his group create and present a high quality presentation. One of the most important things the author felt he learnt was not to have too much text within the presentation. This enables the speaker to elaborate on what is on the screen without the audience having to read too much text. In one lecture a video was shown on how to deliver a good presentation and points from this video were taken onboard and used by the group in their presentation. These included having a dark background with white text to make the text clearer to the audience.

[bookmark: _Toc6600696]Conclusion & Evaluation:

There are a number of conclusions that can be drawn from this report. The first being that the step from secondary education to higher education is a large step and students must be prepared for that. Whether that is living on their own and having to cook and clean for themselves or the standards that are expected of higher education students.

Online self-evaluation tests can be a good guide to an individual’s personal strengths and weaknesses, however with the author’s greatest weakness being love of learning, he believes that a more accurate result could be achieved by doing more online self-evaluation tests. 

The author concludes that study skills has been a very useful module and has prepared him for his further years in higher education. The lectures and presentations will not only help him throughout his higher education, but also in his work life. This is through confidence gained from the group presentation and in helping with report writing.	
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1: Love [image: ]

Valuing close relations with others, in particular those in which sharing & caring are reciprocated; being close to people.

2: Gratitude [image: ]

Being aware of and thankful for the good things that happen; taking time to express thanks.

3: Humor [image: ]

Liking to laugh and tease; bringing smiles to other people; seeing the light side; making (not necessarily telling) jokes.

4: Kindness [image: ]

Doing favors and good deeds for others; helping them; taking care of them.

5: Zest [image: ]

Approaching life with excitement and energy; not doing things halfway or halfheartedly; living life as an adventure; feeling alive and activated.

6: Bravery [image: ]

Not shrinking from threat, challenge, difficulty, or pain; speaking up for what’s right even if there’s opposition; acting on convictions even if unpopular; includes physical bravery but is not limited to it.

7: Teamwork [image: ]

Working well as a member of a group or team; being loyal to the group; doing one's share.

8: Curiosity [image: ]

Taking an interest in ongoing experience for its own sake; finding subjects and topics fascinating; exploring and discovering.

9: Fairness [image: ]

Treating all people the same according to notions of fairness and justice; not letting feelings bias decisions about others; giving everyone a fair chance.

10: Honesty [image: ]

Speaking the truth but more broadly presenting oneself in a genuine way and acting in a sincere way; being without pretense; taking responsibility for one's feelings and actions.


11: Judgment [image: ]

Thinking things through and examining them from all sides; not jumping to conclusions; being able to change one's mind in light of evidence; weighing all evidence fairly.

12: Leadership [image: ]

Encouraging a group of which one is a member to get things done and at the same time maintain good relations within the group; organizing group activities and seeing that they happen.

13: Social intelligence [image: ]

Being aware of the motives/feelings of others and oneself; knowing what to do to fit into different social situations; knowing what makes other people tick.

14: Spirituality [image: ]

Having coherent beliefs about the higher purpose and meaning of the universe; knowing where one fits within the larger scheme; having beliefs about the meaning of life that shape conduct and provide comfort.

15: Appreciation of Beauty & Excellence [image: ]

Noticing and appreciating beauty, excellence, and/or skilled performance in various domains of life, from nature to art to mathematics to science to everyday experience.

16: Hope [image: ]

Expecting the best in the future and working to achieve it; believing that a good future is something that can be brought about.

17: Perseverance [image: ]

Finishing what one starts; persevering in a course of action in spite of obstacles; “getting it out the door”; taking pleasure in completing tasks.

18: Creativity [image: ]

Thinking of novel and productive ways to conceptualize and do things; includes artistic achievement but is not limited to it.

19: Forgiveness [image: ]

Forgiving those who have done wrong; accepting others’ shortcomings; giving people a second chance; not being vengeful.

20: Perspective [image: ]

Being able to provide wise counsel to others; having ways of looking at the world that make sense to oneself/others.

21: Prudence [image: ]

Being careful about one's choices; not taking undue risks; not saying or doing things that might later be regretted.

22: Humility [image: ]

Letting one's accomplishments speak for themselves; not regarding oneself as more special than one is.

23: Self-Regulation [image: ]

Regulating what one feels and does; being disciplined; controlling one's appetites and emotions.

24: Love of learning [image: ]

Mastering new skills, topics, and bodies of knowledge, whether on one's own or formally; related to the strength of curiosity but goes beyond it to describe the tendency to add systematically to what one knows
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[image: ]Introduction




This presentation will look at the definition of academic writing, the various forms of academic writing and how they  differentiate  from each other  before defining plagiarism and its affect on academic writing.



We will then consider the ways in which plagiarism can be detected and avoided, including the use of plagiarism detection services.



The conclusion will sum up the findings and will lead into our recommendations for plagiarism avoidance.
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[image: ]What is Academic Writing?






i. “Academic writing is writing that shows evidence of learning.

ii. Academic writing considers a subject in its different aspects, relations and implications.
iii. Academic writing reviews a subject with a sense of sceptical enquiry.

iv. Academic writing re-examines a subject in order to test and develop ideas or theories.”[1]
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[image: ]Academic Report Writing


The University of Leicester defines academic report writing as:


“…written for a clear purpose and to a particular audience. Specific information and evidence are represented, analysed and applied to a particular problem or issue. The information is presented in a clearly structured format making use of sections and headings.”[2]


A report can be summarised as being short, clear and concise when compared to an essay.

Supporting evidence for a report will generally be contained in appendices, allowing a reader to check the contents of a report if deemed necessary.
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[image: ]Reports


· Unbiased account, supported with date or findings

· Experiment, case study, investigation

· Divided into Sections and Subsections

· May contain tables, diagrams, charts and graphs

· Used for relaying information.

· Written in the 3rd person and in past tense.

· Sample[3]
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[image: ]Academic Essay Writing





The University of Leeds defines essays writing as:


“…used to assess your understanding of specific ideas and your  ability  to  explain these in your own words.

Essays	are	usually	written  in  a	discursive	style,	bringing	together	ideas, evidence and arguments to address a specific problem or question.”[4]


If this definition is used, it can be seen that that an essay may potentially be longer and more comprehensive than a report.











6

[image: ]Essays


· A piece of writing on a particular subject

· Generally used in education

· Seeks to answer a question

· Gives the author’s own argument/opinion

· Can be used to assess an understanding of a subject

· May use existing theories/research

· May use the student’s own research to support the conclusion
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[image: ]Plagiarism




The University  of Oxford defines  plagiarism  as:

“…presenting someone else’s work or ideas as your own, with or without their consent, by incorporating it into your work without full acknowledgement.	All published and unpublished material, whether in manuscript, printed or electronic form, is covered under this definition.
Plagiarism may be intentional or reckless, or unintentional.”[5]
The definition above means that plagiarism can be carried out either knowingly or unknowingly.
















8

[image: ]Types of Plagiarism


There are various types of plagiarism, ranging from directly copying the source material, to not acknowledging your sources. Staffordshire University lists five main types:


“Copying

Not acknowledging your sources Collusion
Deception Misconduct”[6]
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[image: ]Plagiarism Avoidance


The main ways to avoid plagiarism are:

· Using your own words

· Using quotation marks

· Correct referencing of source material

· Quality notes

· Ensure good referencing and sourcing of material
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[image: ]Good Sourcing of Material



The principles of good sourcing are:

· Where did the material come from?

· When was the material published?

· Who us the author?

· Avoid using Wikipedia

· Avoid solely using the internet
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[image: ]Methods of Referencing[7]
Relying on good sources is no good unless you reference them correctly.
Referencing is divided into three main bodies:

Documentary Note Styles

Parenthetical Styles (or Author-Date Styles) Numbered Styles
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[image: ]Documentary Note Style[7]

Example:
say it is wrong of them to  beat up  bad persons: if in anger  they  beat someone to death then so be it. If we say it is wrong then we'll be supporting bad persons. After all, bad persons are bad, so if they're beaten to death it is no big deal!5





5. Beijing shi huaxue gongyeju jiguan hongse xuanchuanzhan, ed. Wuchanjieji wenhua dageming ziliao (Materials on the Great Proletarian Cultural Revolution), 4 vols (Beijing, 1966), Vol. 2, p.192.
Comment: References are indicated by superscripted numerals and the full references are then given in endnotes. The numbered reference style used by
this journal is presented on their website:
· Instructions for authors (Politics, Religion & Ideology, formerly Totalitarian Movements and Political Religions)
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[image: ]Parenthetical Style[7]



Example:
Osborne and Kenny (2005a) also found that MPA [Music Performance Anxiety] was more specifically related to social anxiety than trait anxiety with stronger positive correlations between the MPAI-A and social phobia measures than MPAI-A and trait anxiety. Results on the Social Phobia Anxiety Inventory for Children (SPAI-C; Beidel et al., 1998) indicated potentially higher rates of social phobia diagnosis (between 6% and 21%) than those found in most adolescent community samples (between 1% and 2%) (Anderson, W illiams, McGee, & Silva, 1987; Essau, Conradt, & Petermann, 1999; Kashani & Orvaschel, 1990; Maroon, 2003).
(Kenny & Osborne, 2006, p. 107)
Comment: The parenthetical reference system APA is used. Last names of authors of works referred to plus their publication year are provided in parenthetical references. A list of references, where full bibliographic details are given, is then supplied at t he end of the article. The author-date reference style used by this journal is presented on their website:
· Guidelines for manuscript preparation and submission (Advances in Cognitive Psychology)
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[image: ]Numbered Styles[7]


Example:
Previous studies of anatomy, physiology, and psychophysics have contributed to a growing curiosity about normal versus impaired auditory systems [1]–[3],





[1] L. Squire, H. Schmolck, and S. M. Stark, "Impaired auditory recognition memory in amnesic patients with
medial temporal lobe lesions," Learning Memory, vol. 8, no. 5, pp. 252–256, 2001.
[2] C. Duncan, "Psychophysics and psychology hearing," Amer. J. Psychol., vol. 92, no. 2, pp. 377–379, 1979.
[3] B. Moore, "Psychophysics of normal and impaired hearing," British Med. Bull., vol. 43, no. 4, pp. 887–908,
1987.
Comment: References are provided in the form of Arabic digits within square brackets. The full references are then listed (in the order in which they appear in the text) at the end of the article. On the journal's website, instructions for authors are available. The reference style used in this example is IEEE.
· Information for authors (IEEE Transactions on Biomedical Circuits and Systems) (PDF)
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[image: ]Plagiarism Detection




Due to the seriousness of plagiarism, there are now various ways to detect it.

The most obvious way to prevent plagiarism is for the student to check that their work correctly  acknowledges  another’s  work.  A few minutes  spent  confirming that another’s work is correctly  acknowledged  can avoid accusations  of plagiarism.

The student’s work will also need to be checked to ensure that plagiarism has not occurred.	Previously, submitted work would have to be manually checked and compared with archived material in order to confirm that sources were correctly acknowledged.

In present times, work is required to be submitted electronically, in order to be checked by a computer program.
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[image: ]Turnitin



The University of Wales Trinity  St. David uses  one of these  computer  programs. It is called Turnitin.

Turnitin compares the student’s work against open-source material on the internet, published articles and previous work submitted to its database.
Combinations of words and sentences are compared and similarities are flagged up and an investigation can be initiated.

Turnitin is just one plagiarism detection service that is offered to the academic world. A simple Google search results in a vast amount of companies offering plagiarism detection services and software.


With a system such as Turnitin, surely plagiarism is a thing of the past?
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[image: ]Is Turnitin Infallible?


As much as academic staff and plagiarism detection services try  and  crack down on acts of plagiarism, students of a dishonest nature may well try to intentionally  outwit  the system.	On the website Paperperhour.com, the author states:

“In this article, I am going to show you simple tips and tricks that can help you cheat Turnitin and enable you to submit a paper without having plagiarism.
Before I begin showing you some of the proven ways to cheat Turnitin, it is
important to understand how it works.”[8]
The author then goes on to summarise how  Turnitin  works  before offering ways to cheat the system. These cheats may or may not work and the only way to positively	know for sure is to submit plagiarised work and take the risk.

Websites such as this do show how determined people will always try to find a way around the system.
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[image: ]Plagiarism Checker Accuracy[9]



[image: ]
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[image: ]Plagiarism Checker Accuracy



· W riting Peak[10]: 95%
· Small Seo Tools[11]: 100%
· Grammarly[12]: Significant
· Search Engine Reports[13]: 83%
· Paper Rater[14]: 88%
· [image: ]The  Pensters[15]: 0%
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[image: ]Conclusion


In this presentation academic writing has been defined and the two main ways in which the information is presented have been identified.


The two  main formats are  essays and reports.	Both contain information but each presents its information in a significantly different way.


Plagiarism has been defined and some of the forms it can take have been identified, before looking at ways to avoid and prevent it.


It can be seen that plagiarism detection services, such as Turnitin, can offer a fast, automated  and  robust checking  service.	However due to its method of operation, it could potentially raise a lot of false alarms and there are currently people actively attempting to cheat the system.
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[image: ]Recommendations


This presentation has identified several recommendations that may be of benefit in the future.


Firstly, all students should be given awareness training with regards to plagiarism and the ease with which it can be conducted.


Secondly, reliance on the Turnitin service, whilst it offers clear benefits, should not be absolute.


Thirdly, other plagiarism detection services in greater depth should be compared with Turnitin in order to determine if there are any superior systems that could be utilised.
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From Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia

cally buy licenss website, which checks submitted documents

Iby permanently storing them in Tumitin's privately held database:

Tumitin's parent company, iParadigms LLC, runs the informational website Plagiarism.org and aiso offers a similar plagiarism-detection service for newspaper editors and book and magazine publishers called iThenticate. Other
tools included with the Turnitin suite are GradeMark (online grading and feedback) and PeerMark (peer-review services). Tumitin released the WriteCycle Suite on February 3, 2009, which bundies the Originality Checking
service with its GradeMark online grading tools and PeerMark tools "] Tumitin released Tumnitin2 on September 4, 2010, dropping the "WriteCycle" nomenclature.
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Functionality [edit]

Turnitin

turnitin &)

Type of
business

Type of site
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Headquarters

Area served
Industry
Website
Commercial
Registration
Users

Content
licence.

‘Subsidiary.

Oniine Saa$ editor
1997

2101 Webster Street (Sute
#1800) Oakiand, California
94612, United States

Worldwide
Education
tumitn come
Yes

Yes

30M+ students
(15,000 institutions)

Proprietary

The Turnitin software checks for potentially unoriginal content by comparing submitted papers to several databases using a proprietary algorithm. It scans ts own databases, and also has licensing agreements with large academic proprietary databases.

Student-paper database [edit]

The essays submitted by students are stored in a database sed to check for plagiarism. This prevents one student from using another student's paper, by identifying matching text between papers. In addition to student papers, the database contains a copy of the publicly

accessible Internet, with the company using a web crawler to continually add content to Tunitin's archive. It also contains commercial and/or copyrighted pages from books, newspapers, and journals.

Classroom integration [edit]

Students typically upload their papers directly to the service for teachers to access. Teachers may also submit student papers to Tunitin.com as individual files, by bulk upload, or as a ZIP file. Teachers can also set assignment-analysis options so that students can review
the system's "originality reports" before they finalize their submission. A peer-review option is also available.
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 No plagiarism detected

Turnitin is a commercial, Internet-based plagiarism detection service launched in 1997. Universities and high schools typically buy licenses to use
the software as a service (Saas) website, which checks submitted documents against ts database and the content of other websites with the

aim of identifying plagiarism. Results can identify similarities with existing sources, and can also be used in formative assessment to help
students learn to avoid plagiarism and improve their writing.[1]

Students may be required to submit work to Turnitin as a requirement of taking a certain course or class. The software has been a source of
controversy, with some students refusing to submit, arguing that requiring submission implies a presumption of guilt, Some critics have alleged
that use of this proprietary software violates educational privacy as well as international intellectual-property laws, and exploits students' works
for commercial purposes by permanently storing them in Turnitin's privately held database.
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