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[bookmark: _Toc129145250]Summary:

Preparing for higher education can be a daunting task, but with careful planning and the right resources, it can be done easily. Higher education can be a valuable investment in any person’s future, as it can lead to higher earning potential, better job opportunities, and great personal growth. One of the first steps in preparing for higher education is to research different programs and institutions that you can choose from. For selecting the right program for you, first you have to explore the different career paths and talk to professionals in the field to gain insight into relevant field. It is important that I select a program which aligns with my interest and skills. (Shatkin, L.2018). Another crucial aspect of preparing for higher education is financial planning. According to a report by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), the average cost of tuition and fees at a four-year institution increased by 28% in the last decade. It is crucial to consider different funding options, such as scholarships, grants, and student loans, to make higher education affordable. It is also important that you explore the different funding methods available online which can greatly help in better planning for higher education. (Guardian.com 2023)
Developing strong study skills is also crucial to success in higher education. There is vital importance of time management, note-taking, and active learning skills in achieving academic success. (Jalal, F., & Gulzar, S.2013).The article suggests that students who develop effective study skills are more likely to perform well in higher education. Finally, building a strong support system can help individuals navigate the challenges of higher education. It is also important for success in higher education to build good relationship and connections with your course mates and alumni. Building relationships with individuals who share similar interests can also lead to a sense of community and belonging on campus. (Forbes. 2018). In conclusion, preparing for higher education requires research, financial planning, study skills development, and a clear objective. By utilizing these resources, individuals can set themselves up for success in their higher education journey.
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Becoming a digital learner is essential in today's rapidly changing world, where digital technologies are transforming every day. From my understanding of the concept of becoming a digital learner, following are some important themes and concepts that will help me in preparing myself:
· Digital literacy: This refers to the ability to use digital technologies effectively, including computers, mobile devices, software, and online platforms that are mostly used today in the corporate world. Digital literacy includes skills such as information management, communication, ICT, collaboration, problem-solving, and critical thinking.

· Lifelong learning: Becoming a digital learner requires a commitment to lifelong learning, as technology is constantly evolving, and new tools and platforms are emerging. Digital learners need to be open to new ideas, willing to experiment, and able to adapt to change.


· Personalized learning: Digital technologies allow learners to access a wide range of resources and tailor their learning experiences to their individual needs and preferences. Personalized learning can help learners stay engaged, motivated, and achieve better learning outcomes.

· Ethics: As a digital learner, it is important to understand and practice ethical and responsible behavior online. This includes respecting others' privacy, avoiding plagiarism, and using digital tools and platforms safely and effectively.
By developing digital literacy, committing to lifelong learning, personalizing learning experiences, and ethics of the field, I can prepare myself to work in my chosen discipline and succeed in a becoming a successful digital learner.
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Borton’s reflective tool consists of three main questions: “What? So What? Now What?” This tool is a useful framework for reflecting on my experience of starting university, getting learned with online learning and resources, and the process of writing my first assignments.

What? Starting university was an exciting but daunting experience. As a new student, I was initially overwhelmed by the amount of information and the expectations of university-level work. Moreover, writing my first assignments was also a daunting experience as I had to learn how to use academic language and structure my work appropriately. There were many academic instructions and guidelines that I had to follow and watch multiple online videos to understand the concept of good assignment writing so that I can do well in my program. 
So What? Reflecting on my experience, I realized that adapting to university life and learning required patience, self-discipline, and time management. As a student, I needed to develop new skills such as digital knowledge, critical thinking, and academic writing. I also realized that university learning offered some advantages such as flexibility and accessibility, but it also presented some challenges such as managing work overload. Therefore, it is essential to find a balance between work and learning and seek support when needed.
Now What? Moving forward, I will continue to develop my skills and strategies for higher education learning and academic writing. I will also seek opportunities to connect with my peers and academic staff through classes and workshops. Moreover, I will prioritize self-care and seek support when needed to manage the challenges of work life and university life.
In conclusion, reflecting on my experience of starting university, getting used to learning and  and the process of writing my first assignments has enabled me to gain valuable insights and develop new skills. As Borton’s reflective tool suggests, reflecting on our experiences can help us to learn, grow, and improve our future practices.
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