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Dear younger me,

You will be glad to know that we made it. It was not as easy as we hoped and we faced a plethora of challenges and heart ache, but we made it. We are thankful that we decided to go to university after all.  According to Universities UK (2023) that in 2021-2022 only 1,734,805 million people attended an undergraduate course at a university and being one of those students was the best decision we ever made. Not only did it narrow down our career choice but helped us realise that we did not want to become a detective like we always thought we would be. 

We decided to become a solicitor and we have never enjoyed a job as much as we do now. We own our own law firm, having others work for us as well as getting involved in cases. We became the leader we knew we were and the problem solver we have always been. It was tricky and scary leaving the safety net we have always had which was the education system, but the OECD (2020) wrote that students feel that they are not self-sufficient enough and have a fear of failure when leaving school. Being self-sufficient was the easy part, but the fear of failure followed us like a sheep to its Shepherd. This did not stop us as we maintained a positive mind set.

We always knew we would do something amazing with our life and this positivity got us through our university exams and you carried on your determination after university and pushed ourselves through the Solicitors Qualifying exams. According to the Solicitors regulation authority (2021), only 53% passed but with our determination we passed with flying colours. This only took us to the gates of the playing field that is the job search. No one wanted to take a chance on someone with little experience. 

However, when dealing with these failures it only made us realise what we really wanted in life. This was to take control of the problem and make our own solution. If no one wanted to take a chance on new starters, then we would. Ackerman (2017) conveys the points of the 4 ‘s’ resilience plan.

This plan helped us focus on our goals by accepting support from around us, strategising what our future prospects were, learning from your mistakes to make our dream job a reality and finally, creating solutions to the many problems you will face. Along this journey to success, you will have to face the battle of constantly being turned away or looked down upon as you are someone with no name in the law world but want to do something so outrageous. 

Of course, we get through these barriers by looking up to our role model from birth, our dad. If he can work in all those countries over the world gaining all his experience and working up the ranks, then why can’t we? McLeod (2023) explores social learning theory and we have proved Bandura’s study to be correct as we watched our father become successful in the engineering world, so we worked hard to achieve our goals.

All the best, from your older self 
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