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Gobbet/Source Analysis Selection 

Write a critical analysis of one of the following pieces of ancient evidence. You may 

wish to consult the ‘What is a Gobbet?’ guide on moodle for guidance.  

Length: 1000 words 

Submission Deadline: Thursday 2nd March 2023, 11:59pm.  

1. Thucydides, 5.70-71:  

[70] At length the two armies went forward. The Argives and their allies advanced to the 

charge with great fury and determination. The Lacedaemonians moved slowly and to the 

music of many flute-players, who were stationed in their ranks, and played, not as an act 

of religion, but in order that the army might march evenly and in true measure, and that 

the line might not break, as often happens in great armies when they go into battle. [70] 

Before they had actually closed a thought occurred to Agis. All armies, when engaging, 

are1 apt to thrust outwards their right wing; and either of the opposing forces tends to 

outflank his enemy's left with his to outflank his enemy's left with his own right, because 

every soldier individually fears for his exposed side, which he tries to cover with the 

shield of his comrade on the right, conceiving that the closer he draws in the better he 

will be protected. The first man in the front rank of the right wing is originally responsible 

for the deflection, for he always wants to withdraw from the enemy his own exposed 

side, and the rest of the army, from a like fear, follow his example. In this battle the line 

of the Mantineans, who were on the Argive right wing, extended far beyond the Sciritae: 

[2] and still further, in proportion as the army to which they belonged was the larger, did 

the Lacedaemonians and Tegeans on the Lacedaemonian right wing extend beyond the 

Athenian left. [3] Agis was afraid that the Lacedaemonian left wing would be surrounded, 

and, thinking that the Mantineans outflanked them too far, he signalled to the Sciritae 

and the old soldiers of Brasidas to make a lateral movement away from his own division 

of the army, and so cover the line of the Mantineans: to fill up the space thus left vacant 

he ordered Hipponoidas and Aristocles, two of the polemarchs, to bring up their two 

divisions from the right wing, thinking that he would still have more troops than he 
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wanted there, and that he would thus strengthen that part of his line which was opposed 

to the Mantineans.  

2. Xenophon, Hellenika, 1.1.23-26: 

[23] Meanwhile a letter dispatched to Lacedaemon by Hippocrates, vice-admiral under 

Mindarus, was intercepted and taken to Athens; it ran as follows: “The ships are gone. 

Mindarus is dead. The men are starving. We know not what to do”. [24] Pharnabazus, 

however, urged the whole Peloponnesian army and their allies not to be discouraged 

over a matter of ship-timber—for he said there was plenty of that in the King's land—so 

long as their bodies were safe; and he not only gave to each man a cloak and 

subsistence for two months, but he also armed the sailors and set them as guards over 

his own coastline. [25] Furthermore, calling together the generals and ship-captains 

from the various states, he bade them build triremes at Antandrus to equal the number 

which they had severally lost, giving them money for the purpose and telling them to get 

timber from Mount Ida. [26] And while the ship-building was going on, the Syracusans 

helped the Antandrians to finish a portion of their wall, and in the garrison-duty made 

themselves most popular. For this reason the Syracusans now enjoy at Antandrus the 

privileges of benefactors and citizens. As for Pharnabazus, after making these 

arrangements he went at once to the relief of Calchedon. 

3. Diodorus, 14.84.3-5: 

[3] After the sea-fight Pharnabazus and Conon put out to sea with all their ships against 

the allies of the Lacedaemonians. First of all they induced the people of Cos to secede, 

and then those of Nisyros and of Teos. After this the Chians expelled their garrison and 

joined Conon, and similarly the Mitylenaeans and Ephesians and Erythraeans changed 

sides. [4] Something like the same eagerness for change infected all the cities, of which 

some expelled their Lacedaemonian garrisons and maintained their freedom, while 

others attached themselves to Conon. As for the Lacedaemonians, from this time they 

lost the sovereignty of the sea. Conon, having decided to sail with the entire fleet to 

Attica, put out to sea, and after bringing over to his cause the islands of the Cyclades, he 
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sailed against the island of Kythera. [5] Mastering it at once on the first assault, he sent 

the Kytherians under a truce to Laconia, left an adequate garrison for the city, and sailed 

for Corinth. After putting in there he discussed with the members of the Council such 

points as they wished, made an alliance with them, left them money, and then sailed off 

to Asia. 

4. Arrian, Anabasis, 1.16: 

The Persians themselves, as well as their horses, were now being struck on their faces 

with the lances from all sides, and were being repulsed by the cavalry. They also received 

much damage from the light-armed troops who were mingled with the cavalry. They first 

began to give way where Alexander himself was braving danger in the front. When their 

centre had given way, the horse on both wings were also naturally broken through, and 

took to speedy flight. Of the Persian cavalry only about 1,000 were killed; for Alexander 

did not pursue them far, but turned aside to attack the Greek mercenaries, the main body 

of whom was still remaining where it was posted at first. This they did rather from 

amazement at the unexpected result of the struggle than from any steady resolution. 

Leading the phalanx against these, and ordering the cavalry to fall upon them from all 

sides in the midst, he soon cut them up, so that none of them escaped except such as 

might have concealed themselves among the dead bodies. About 2,000 were taken 

prisoners. The following leaders of the Persians also fell in the battle: Niphates, Petines, 

Spithridates, viceroy of Lydia, Mithrobuzanes, governor of Cappadocia, Mithridates, the 

son-in-law of Darius, Arbupales, son of Darius the son of Artaxerxes, Pharnaces, brother 

of the wife of Darius, and Onares, commander of the auxiliaries. Arsites fled from the 

battle into Phrygia, where he is reported to have committed suicide, because he was 

deemed by the Persians the cause of their defeat on that occasion. 

 

 

 

 

 


