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INTRODUCTION

In this assignment we will look at what childhood is and how it is structured socially. Childhood is a  This assignment will show what it means to be a child in this century. This essay will discuss the different components that have played a part in the changing of children’s lives. This essay will look at the cultural differences when it comes to how one may few a child. Childhood can be affected by the social economics and background. Childhood is a life stage humans go through when they are a child. I will be looking at the changes in legislation over the years and see how children are being protected here in the UK. And, how people saw children in the medieval times. I will also be looking at what being a child means in Bangladesh where poverty is rife. Also, the support that is available for families in the UK and what it is that they do to help families in need.






Childhood 

What is childhood? Childhood can ban be interpreted differently around the world. Childhood is a concept that is formed in society. This means that different cultures background defines and acknowledges what a child is. According to the United Nations Convention on the rights of a child (UNCRC) defines that anyone under the age of 18 unless “under the law applicable to the child, majority is attained earlier” From the moment a child is born through to 13 biologically that is a child (NSPCC,2021)
Philippe Aries was a historian a French medievalist and historian of the common daily life. Aries most famous statement was ‘in medieval society childhood did not exist’ The attitudes towards children were that over time as a concept they were accepted into family life from the 17th century. People of that time saw children as weak to be included into the family as they could vanish anytime. But as soon as children could live by themselves they were seen as adults. Aries saw death like childhood, a social construction. (Goodreads,2021) 

The history of childhood can also be a history of what adults have bestowed on them. Children become the casualty when it comes to the actions put on them by adults.  Before the eighteenth century, children were seen as small adults in the medieval times.(Cunningham, 2016) Their small sizer and the inability to finish certain tasks were how they were different to adults. There was no territory called childhood before the eighteenth century and beyond. (Cunnigham, 2006) To get some insight into how children were seen and treated in the eleventh and twelve century we can look at an interview that was done by  with the archbishop of Canterbury, St Anselm he was a religious man as he had some boys in his care. He stated that the boys were ‘stupid brutes’ and that he would not stop beating them, but they would only get more aggressive. To which it was said that you are trying to make them into good people but instead you are turning them into beast. (Cunnigham, 2006) to that the archbishop replied that they are forcing them to listen, but they still are not. Their small size and the inability to complete certain tasks were how the were different from adults.


CHILDHOOD IN BANGLADESH

If we compare what childhood means in Bangladesh and the UK we will see a vast difference. Sexual harassment is common for the young girls in Bangladesh young girls who are under 16 are protected or they are married off.  Getting their child married is seen as a right thing to do, honourable. But the bewildering thing is once these girls are married they are usually abandoned then they have nowhere to go so the go into prostitution. (Sciencedirect,1997) In Bangladesh children as young as 13 are being married by their parents the reasons may be that they simply cannot afford to feed them. They may not be able to pay for their education such as the fees for exams uniforms ,stationary, and other cost accumulated even when education is supposed to be free. Girls who are unmarried are harassed sexually by other men and the police do not seem to do anything to stop this. (Hrw,2015) Social pressures and traditions such as the spread of paying dowry and lower dowries for younger girls make child marriages socially acceptable in some communities.  It is illegal for a girl under the age of 18 to get married and a boy under 21 but childhood marriages are still happening. (Hrw,2015) 
In Bangladesh there is a huge concern on the safety and welfare for children their basic needs are not being meet, especially girls. There is child abuse, neglect, as well as exploitation. Cases have been noticeable by projects and services run  by individuals that were concerned with the safety and welfare of these children. There is an agreement amongst the professionals that there must be a way to protect these vulnerable children from  maltreatments and all that can affect their natural development.  Children are involved in early marriages as well as child workers and child labours in oriental factories.(Elsevier, 1997) Child labour is very common, and it is accepted by the society mainly girls aged between       8-16 years of age are live in servants with hardly any contact with family. The use of violence is very common, and the girls have no social interactions other than with their employer who feels that they have rescued them from the life of poverty so they must not disobey. Sexual violence is usually apparent as well. Only a few domestic workers will go on and have normal lives. Girls are seen to be garment workers as well; this is a safer environment as there are other workers who are present. But it may be safer and an escape from early marriage it is now under pressure from the western world condemning child labour. Girls who have their factory jobs taken away from them will not go back to education, they will be forced to marry as a child! The best thing to do will be to convince the employers to include educational facilities as well as taking care of their welfare so that all the employees including the young girls can work without being in danger. Garment workers work with very low wages and long hours.(Elsevier, 1997)
CHILDHOOD IN THE UK
The children’s act 2004 that came into effect. The best interest of a child is paramount. The key aspect of this act is about maltreatment of a child and the need to find the reason for this maltreatment and to make it known to the local authorities. This act works with children’s trusts. A fund is set up in this act to try and rid people of poverty and any hardships faced due to finances. Its target is 5-13 to keep up with their attendance in school. The points mentioned are all included in the act but the most crucial and vital attribute to this is to serve its main purpose which is to ensure that they can provide the best levels of care and protection. Their priority is to make sure that children’s safety and welfare are being meet. And all those that are working with children need to make sure that it happens. (IHASCO,2021)
· Let children be happy and healthy
· To enjoy life to its full potential
· Making sure that children remain safe in their environments
· Helping children to succeed
· Help to achieve economic stability for the children’s future
· Make a constructive contribution to children’s lives (IHASO, 2021)

Children should they choose to can work part time from the age of 13. In England a young person must be in part time education or training until they are 18 years of age. (GOV,2021)
Using Maslow’s theory one can see that all five components are key to maintaining a happy and fulfilling childhood 





Early invention
Using Maslow’s theory one can see that all five components are key to maintaining a happy and fulfilling childhood. Maslow’s first level is the need to fulfil ones physiological then it is safety, love and belonging, esteem, self-actualization. (Verywellmind, 2021) There are help and support available for families such as having free school meals fo children of reception age. A free lunch is crucial for the development of a child and ever child deserves that.
In the UK there is early invention, or early help where support is given to a family. When there is a problem that arises at the first instances. This help can be given at any time in a young person’s life. The guidance in the UK is to intervene and help a family rather than waiting for the problem to escalate. Early help can be offered to parents or the whole family, but their main priority is to help and improve the lives of children.(NSPCC, 2019)
They offer help for families that are in difficult situations to providing them with solutions so that they may be in a safe and happy environment for that child. Also, if the child’s behaviour is being affected they may be able to put a plan of action and try and work with their parents to help keep the safe and well. Time is crucial when it comes to early invention so that there may be less chance of a high risk being involved and protect any factors in a child’s life stopping any behaviours getting out of control. Types of early help includes, home visiting programmes, mentoring schemes, school-based programmes. (NSPCC,2019) 
Early help is vital when it comes to addressing the problems of a child or in a family. Early help will be able to offer support so that children can reach their full potential. It will allow children to do better at schools, overall improve their mental health. Research has shown that receiving early intervention can help to protect children from harm, it will improve the long-term outcomes of children, it will decrease the need to refer to child protection services and it will also protect children from harm. Receiving early help can also enhance children’s long-term goals and outcomes so that they flourish into strong young adults. (NSPCC,2019) 







RIGHTS OF A CHILD 

The UN conventions on the rights of a child (UNCR) sets the rights of every child in the world to be, that they should survive, grow ,participate, fulfil their potential.(OHCHR,1996,2021) Children’s rights are protected internationally and within the UK. (OHCR,1996,2021)  According to the human rights of the high commissioner in their universal declaration that childhood is entitled to special care an assistance (OHCR,1996,2021) The Convention on the Rights of the Child (CRC) is the first legally binding internationally execute and try to include the full range of human rights-civil, cultural, economic, political, and social rights. It was in 1989, world leaders decided that children needed a special arrangement just for them because people who are under the age of 18 years  often need special care and protection than those of adults who do not. The Convention has these rights in 54 articles and two (UNICEF, 2021) Optional Protocols. It tells you about the basic human rights that children everywhere have they have the right to survive and  to develop to their fullest potentials and to be protected from harmful influences, abuse as well as exploitation and to participate fully in family, cultural and social life. The CRC has made a start to make sure there is a realization about children’s rights  and to make a solid start towards  progressive realization of the Rights of Children.(UNICIF, 2021)

The human rights act 1998 protects everyone including children. The act sets out important rights and freedoms that everyone in the UK is entitled to. They are convinced that the family are an important factor into the growth and flourish of a child who should be in a stable and happy home, children should be given the necessary protection as well as assistance so that they may be able to be responsible in the community. The child should grow up surrounded their family so that they can develop a calm and harmonies personality surrounded with love. (OHCR,1996,2021) It includes the rights set out in the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR) into domestic British law. The human rights act came into effect in October 2000 in the UK.(NSPCC, 2021)





CONCLUSION AND RECCOMENDATIONS

As one has seen childhood has changed its whole concept, as in what it means to be a child. But there is still room for improvement even though children have a lot more rights and their safety come first, there are many children still living in poverty. According to the JRF’s report 2018 it showed that poverty has been significantly rising since 2011/12 around 4.1 million children are still living in poverty. There has been an increase of 500,000 in the past five year. Four million workers are living in poverty this has risen to more than half a million over five years. Parents at work are in poverty and this has been rising. (JRFK,2018)
More needs to be done to tackle poverty in the UK. The problem is unemployment is at a record high, but this is still not reliable to people getting out of poverty. But caring for young children means working less hours and not being able to travel far. (JRF,2018)
Most support needs to be given to single parent households from schools as well as organizations. And families on low incomes. Universal credit needs to be scared. As told by Margret Green wood from the labour party. About half of  claimants on Universal Credit are not having any food and are not sleeping due to their fears about their finances, according to Citizens Advice, the demand for food banks has increased in some areas where families have been dependant on Universal Credit system the longest. Some women are having to work as prostitutes  to make ends meet. (Labourlist, 2019)
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