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Biography of Lieutenant Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones.
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Image Thomas Rees Lloyd Jones 1914 – Wales at War [footnoteRef:1] [1:  Wales at War “Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones” c 1919, photograph, walesatwar.org [online] available at http://newspapers.library.wales/view/3679543/3679551/90/thomas%20lloyd%20rees%20jones[accessed 30th January 2018].] 

Family Life.
Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones was born to his parents Thomas Rees and Mary Anne Jones (nee Lloyd) around 1893. [footnoteRef:2]  The family home was Pantglas Farm, Pencader in Carmarthenshire. [footnoteRef:3] Despite the strength of Welsh nonconformity in nineteenth century Wales, [footnoteRef:4] Thomas was baptised into the Church of Wales on October 8th, 1893 at St. Michael’s Church, Llanfihangel-ar-Arth, Carmarthenshire, by Reverend John T. Hughes.  [footnoteRef:5] The family were respectable; his father’s occupation was recorded on the baptismal record as “gentleman”. [footnoteRef:6] [2:  Ancestry.co.uk, 1901 Wales Census, Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones, www.ancestry.co.uk [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/7815/CGNRG13_5140_5145-0562/32812996?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172015069/facts [accessed 30th January 2018].]  [3:  Ibid]  [4:  K. Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation: Wales 1880-1980 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1981). Pg. 15.]  [5:  Baptisms (PR) England and Wales. St. Michaels Church, Llanfihangel-Ar-Arth, Carmarthenshire. October 8th 1893. Thomas Lloyd Jones. Entry No 401. Pg. 51.]  [6:  Ibid.] 


By 190, the census records show that the family had grown; Thomas had two siblings, Eira Mary, aged two years and Balfour Rees, aged one year. [footnoteRef:7] Rural Wales was experiencing economic growth in the 1900’s, this meant that farmers had the confidence to employ more workers: [footnoteRef:8]  Pantglas Farm had six farm servants at this time. [footnoteRef:9]  As the 1901 census required that the language spoken in the household be recorded, it shows that all members of the family and the servants spoke both Welsh and English. [footnoteRef:10]  [7:  Ancestry.co.uk, 1901 Wales Census, Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones, www.ancestry.co.uk [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/7815/CGNRG13_5140_5145-0562/32812996?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172015069/facts [accessed 30th January 2018].]  [8:  K. O. Morgan, Rebirth of a Nation: Wales 1880 – 1980 (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1981) Pg. 85.]  [9:  Ancestry.co.uk, 1901 Wales Census, Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones, www.ancestry.co.uk  [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/7815/CGNRG13_5140_5145-0562/32812996?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172015069/facts [accessed 30th January 2018].]  [10:  Ibid. ] 

School Years in Lampeter.
As Thomas attended St. David’s college School in Lampeter it is likely that he was destined for St. David’s college, as the school was recognised as a “preparatory school” for the Lampeter college.  [footnoteRef:11]  By Michaelmas of 1908 he had been enrolled at the school, paying a tuition fee of £3. 0s. 6d for the term, in addition to establishment charges of 2s. 6d. [footnoteRef:12] Thomas quickly enlisted in the rifle club, paying a membership of 2s. 6d per term. [footnoteRef:13] Thomas also paid Oxford Local Fee’s in Midsummer of 1909. [footnoteRef:14] This trend of fee paying continued unchanged until Michaelmas of 1911 when the rifle club disbanded. [footnoteRef:15] The tuition fees rose during this period, to £3. 7s. 6d., they were slightly offset by a bursary of £1. [footnoteRef:16] [11:  UA/S/1. The Daffodil, Pg. 2.]  [12:  UA/SDS/1/1, Administration and Financial Records, Bill Sheets. Pg. 61.]  [13:  Ibid.]  [14:  Ibid.]  [15:  UA/SDS/1/1, Administration and Financial Records, Bill Sheets. Pg. 65.]  [16:  Ibid.] 

In 1911 Thomas was still a pupil at the school because the Administration and Financial Records show that he is paying his tuition fees; [footnoteRef:17] however, it has not been possible to place Thomas on the census records in Lampeter for that year, neither is he in residence at Pantglas Farm. [footnoteRef:18] Thomas may have been away from school and the farm for the Easter break. As the holiday commenced on March 29th for the College [footnoteRef:19] it is possible that the College School broke up at the same time.  As the census records for 1911 were returned on the nights of the 2nd and 3rd of April [footnoteRef:20] Thomas may have been elsewhere and unrecorded although the family were still in residence at Pantglas. [footnoteRef:21] As information for living children or children that were deceased was required for the 1911 census, it showed that the marriage of Thomas’s parents had produced four children; one child had died which may account for the five-year gap between Thomas and his sister Eira. Servants at the farm were reduced to three.  [footnoteRef:22] [17:  UA/SDS/1/1, Financial and Administration Records. Bill Sheets.]  [18:  Ancestry.co.uk, 1911 Wales Census, Thomas Rees Jones, ancestry.co.uk [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/2353/rg14_33357_0059_06/703861?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172015069/facts/citation/720389383655/edit/record [accessed 7th February, 2018].]  [19:  UA/SD/2, Kitchen Book. Pg. 185]  [20:  Ancestry.co.uk, 1911 Wales Census, Census date for 1911, ancestry.co.uk [online] available at https://search.ancestry.co.uk/search/db.aspx?dbid=2353 [accessed on 7th February 2018].]  [21:  Ancestry.co.uk, 1911 Wales Census, Thomas Rees Jones, ancestry.co.uk [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/2353/rg14_33357_0059_06/703861?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172015069/facts/citation/720389383655/edit/record [accessed 7th February, 2018].]  [22:  Ancestry.co.uk, 1911 Wales Census, Thomas Rees Jones, ancestry.co.uk [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/2353/rg14_33357_0059_06/703861?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172015069/facts/citation/720389383655/edit/record [accessed 30th January 2018].] 







A leader in the making.
Thomas demonstrated his sporting and leadership skills during his time at the school; As the school magazine The Daffodil reported, he was made captain of the rugby-football team for the 1913/14 season.  
[image: ]
Image - St. David’s College School, Lampeter XV RFC 1913 - 1914 [footnoteRef:23] [23:  Cymru1914, “St. David’s College School, Lampeter XV R.F.C. 1913-1914”, cymru.1914 [online] available at http://cymru1914.org/en/view/photographs/3758210/1 [accessed on 11th February 2018].] 








Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones at War
Thomas did not attend St. David’s College in Lampeter [footnoteRef:24] although, he received his commission from the College in 1914, [footnoteRef:25] and is recognised on the College Memorial located in the chapel.   [24:  UA/A/18, Tutor’s Register.]  [25:  Funeral of Lieut. T. Ll. R. Jones, The Carmarthen Journal and South Wales Weekly Advertiser, 10th October, 1919; Pg. 8, newspapers.library.co.uk [online] available at http://newspapers.library.wales/view/3679543/3679551/90/thomas%20lloyd%20rees%20jones [accessed 31st January 2018].] 
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Image – War Memorial, St. David’s College, Lampeter.
Kate Dillon

Thomas enlisted with the South Wales Borderers 4th division, as part of Lord Kitchener’s service battalions. [footnoteRef:26]  On 28th November of 1914 his name was included in the Supplement to the London Gazette when he was made “temporary Second Lieutenant”.  [footnoteRef:27] As Thomas’s war record reveals he entered his first “theatre of war” at Alexandria on 13th January 1916, he may not have joined the fourth battalion until after they saw action in Gallipoli. [footnoteRef:28] In March 1916 the battalion moved from Alexandria to Mesopotamia to relieve the garrison at Kut Al Amara,  [footnoteRef:29] where the fourth battalion endured extreme hardship under machine gun fire; [footnoteRef:30] it is here that Thomas may have received severe wounds. [footnoteRef:31]  By April of 1916 the men at Kut Al Amara were starving and sick; [footnoteRef:32] Thomas was among the 52, 323 recognised cases of malaria that was the scourge of the allied troops. [footnoteRef:33] Returning home, Thomas was posted to Ireland, [footnoteRef:34] which at the time was experiencing rebellion:  The British authorities sent British troops and veterans of the Great War to supress the Republicans because they were unable to agree over British rule, this eventually lead to civil war in Ireland. [footnoteRef:35] [26:  Capt. C.T.Atkinson, A Short History of the South Wales Borderers, 24th Foot and the Monmouthshire Regiment (Direction of the Regimental Committee, 1958) Pg. 68.]  [27:  Supplement to the London Gazette, 28th November, 1914; Supplement No. 28988, pg. 10111, the gazette.co.uk [online] available at https://www.thegazette.co.uk/London/issue/28988/supplement/10111 [accessed on 12th February 2018].]  [28:  Ancestry.co.uk, British Army WW1 Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914 – 1920, Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones, ancestry.co.uk  [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/1262/30850_A000872-00246/96458?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172013299/facts/citation/720388605043/edit/record [accessed 7th February, 2018].]  [29:  Capt. C.T.Atkinson, A Short History of the South Wales Borderers, 24th Foot and the Monmouthshire Regiment (Direction of the Regimental Committee, 1958) Pg. 16. ]  [30:  Ibid. Pg. 69.]  [31:  Funeral of Lieut. T. Ll. R. Jones, The Carmarthen Journal and South Wales Weekly Advertiser, 10th October, 1919; Pg. 8, www.newspapers.library.wales [online] available at http://newspapers.library.wales/view/3679543/3679551/90/thomas%20lloyd%20rees%20jones [accessed 31st January 2018].]  [32:  The National Army Museum, ‘British Capitulation at Kut-El-Amara’, 1916, collection.nam.ac.uk [online] available at https://collection.nam.ac.uk/detail.php?q=searchType%3Dsimple%26simpleText%3Dkut%26themeID%3D%26resultsDisplay%3Dlist%26page%3D2&pos=1&total=33&page=2&acc=1960-09-35-2 [accessed on 12th February 2018].]  [33:  Malaria’s contribution to World War One – the unexpected adversary, Malaria Journal, 2014, Volume 13, Number 1, Pg. 1. Bernard J Brabin [online] available at https://malariajournal.biomedcentral.com/articles/10.1186/1475-2875-13-497 [accessed on 2nd February, 2018].]  [34:  Funeral of Lieut. T. Ll. R. Jones, The Carmarthen Journal and South Wales Weekly Advertiser, 10th October, 1919; Pg. 8, newspapers.library.co.uk [online] available at http://newspapers.library.wales/view/3679543/3679551/90/thomas%20lloyd%20rees%20jones [accessed 31st January 2018].]  [35:  N. Ferguson, The Pity of War: 1914 – 1918 (London: Penguin, 1998) Pg. 390.] 

Thomas married his sweetheart Charlotte Mary Davies of Carmarthen in the first quarter of 1918. [footnoteRef:36]  Charlotte’s father, a pharmacist, was born in Llanybydder, Carmarthenshire and 1911 the Davies family were keeping a shop at 7 Guildhall Square, Carmarthen. [footnoteRef:37]  [36:  Ancestry.co.uk, England and Wales Civil Registration Marriage Index, Thomas, Ll. R. Jones, ancestry.co.uk 
[online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/8753/ons_m19181az-0550/64769074?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172013299/facts/citation/720388597921/edit/record [accessed 30th January 2018].
]  [37:  Funeral of Lieut. T. Ll. R. Jones, The Carmarthen Journal and South Wales Weekly Advertiser, 10th October, 1919; Pg. 8, www.newspapers.library.wales [online] available at http://newspapers.library.wales/view/3679543/3679551/90/thomas%20lloyd%20rees%20jones [accessed 30th January 2018].] 

After the war Thomas served in Germany with the Army of Occupation but subsequently suffered a relapse of malaria and was sent home to recuperate. [footnoteRef:38] [38:  West Wales War Memorial Project, Pencader War Memorial, Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones, wwwmp.co.uk  [online] available at  https://www.wwwmp.co.uk/carmarthenshire-war-memorials/pencader-war-memorial/ [accessed 31st January 2018].] 

Death
Thomas died on September 29th 1919, at Caradoc, Marine Terrace, Aberystwyth, [footnoteRef:39] as the result of a chill complicated by the recurrence of malaria.  [footnoteRef:40] Thomas’s death was registered at Aberystwyth in volume 11b on page 66 of the England and Wales civil registration index. [footnoteRef:41] [39:  Burials (PR) England and Wales. St. Michaels Church, Llanfihangel-Ar-Arth, Carmarthenshire. October 3rd, 1919. Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones. Entry No 224. Pg. 29.]  [40:  Funeral of T. Ll. R. Jones, The Carmarthen Journal and South Wales Weekly Advertiser, 10th October, 1919; Pg. 8, newspapers.library.wales.co.uk [online] available at http://newspapers.library.wales/view/3679543/3679551/90/thomas%20lloyd%20rees%20jones [accessed 30th January, 2018].]  [41:  Ancestry.co.uk, England and Wales Civil Registration Death Index, 1916 – 2007, Thomas L. R. Jones, ancestry.co.uk [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/7579/ons_d19194az-0495/18304799?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172013299/facts/citation/720388604883/edit/record
[accessed 30th January 2018]. ] 

The funeral, held on Friday 3rd October 1919 [footnoteRef:42] was attended by many family and friends.  [footnoteRef:43] The service was officiated by his former school master Reverend William Footman and Mr. Hughes, Vicar of St. Michaels Church,[footnoteRef:44] demonstrating the wider impact of his death on the community of Llanfihangel-ar-Arth, as Reverend Hughes had baptised Thomas almost exactly twenty-six years previously. [footnoteRef:45] In his will Thomas left his widow £275. 18s. [footnoteRef:46] After his death Charlotte returned to her parent’s home in Carmarthen, [footnoteRef:47]  marrying Thomas Pritchard-Evans of Carmarthen in 1924. [footnoteRef:48] Thomas was buried and is commemorated on the War memorial located close to the front porch at St. Michaels Church, Llanfihangel-ar-Arth, Carmarthenshire where he was baptised. [footnoteRef:49]   [42:  Burials (PR) England and Wales. St. Michaels Church, Llanfihangel-Ar-Arth, Carmarthenshire. October 3rd, 1919. Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones. Entry No 224. Pg. 29.]  [43:  Funeral of T. Ll. R. Jones, The Carmarthen Journal and South Wales Weekly Advertiser, 10th October, 1919; Pg. 8, newspapers.library.wales.co.uk [online] available at http://newspapers.library.wales/view/3679543/3679551/90/thomas%20lloyd%20rees%20jones [accessed 30th January, 2018]. 
]  [44:  Ancestry.co.uk, 1911 Wales Census, W. Ll. Footman, ancestry.co.uk [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/2353/rg14_33380_0035_06?pid=2023891&backurl=https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?_phsrc%3DrfN1585%26_phstart%3DsuccessSource%26usePUBJs%3Dtrue%26gss%3Dangs-c%26new%3D1%26rank%3D1%26gsln%3Ddavies%26gsln_x%3D0%26msrpn__ftp%3Dbryn%2520road,%2520lampeter%26gskw%3Dbryn%2520road%2520lampeter%26_83004003-n_xcl%3Df%26MSAV%3D1%26uidh%3Dy13%26pcat%3D1911UKI%26h%3D2023891%26dbid%3D2353%26indiv%3D1%26ml_rpos%3D1&treeid=&personid=&hintid=&usePUB=true&_phsrc=rfN1585&_phstart=successSource&usePUBJs=true#?imageId=rg14_33380_0011_06 [accessed 6th February 2018]. ]  [45:  Baptisms (PR) England and Wales. St. Michaels Church, Llanfihangel-Ar-Arth, Carmarthenshire. October 8th 1893. Thomas Lloyd. Entry No 401. Pg. 51.]  [46:  Ancestry.co.uk, England and Wales, National Probate Calendar (Index of Wills and Administration), 1858-1966, 1973-1995, Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones, ancestry.co.uk [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/1904/31874_222725-00398/3057846?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172013299/facts/citation/720388604770/edit/record [accessed 31st January, 2018].]  [47:  Ancestry.co.uk, British Army WW1 Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914 – 1920, Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones, ancestry.co.uk  [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/1262/30850_A000872-00246/96458?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172013299/facts/citation/720388605043/edit/record [accessed 7th February, 2018].]  [48:  Ancestry.co.uk, England and Wales , Civil Registration Marriage Index, 1916 – 2005, Charlotte M Jones, ancestry.co.uk [online]https://search.ancestry.co.uk/cgi-bin/sse.dll?gss=angsg&new=1&rank=1&gsfn=charlotte&gsfn_x=0&gsln=jones&gsln_x=0&msgdy=1920&mssns=pritchard-evans&gskw=clerk+of+holy+orders&_83004003-n_xcl=f&cpxt=1&cp=13&catbucket=rstp&MSAV=1&uidh=y13&pcat=ROOT_CATEGORY&h=59754994&dbid=8753&indiv=1&ml_rpos=1&hovR=1 [accessed on 12th February, 2018].]  [49:  Commonwealth War Graves Commission, Lieutenant Jones, Thomas, Lloyd Rees, cwgc.org [online] available at https://www.cwgc.org/find-war-dead/casualty/670178/jones,-thomas-lloyd-rees/ [accessed 31st January 2018].] 

Medals.
His medal records show that Thomas was posthumously awarded the Victory Medal and the British Medal for his part in the Great War. [footnoteRef:50]  [50:  Ancestry.co.uk, British Army WW1 Medal Rolls Index Cards, 1914 – 1920, Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones, ancestry.co.uk  [online] available at https://www.ancestry.co.uk/interactive/1262/30850_A000872-00246/96458?backurl=https://www.ancestry.co.uk/family-tree/person/tree/119059647/person/210172013299/facts/citation/720388605043/edit/record [accessed 7th February, 2018].] 

On the 13th February 1922, his widow applied for the Deceased Officers’ Medal, [footnoteRef:51] although there are no available records to show that he received it:  However, Charlotte as his next of kin would have received the bronze Memorial Death Plaque of World War One also known as the ‘dead man’s penny’. [footnoteRef:52] [51:  Ibid.]  [52:  Forces War Records, Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones, forces-war-records.co.uk [online] available at https://www.forces-war-records.co.uk/records/1646876/lieutenant-thomas-lloyd-rees-jones-british-army-south-wales-borderers/ [accessed 15th February, 2018].] 

As well as St. David’s college memorial, Thomas is commemorated by the Commonwealth War Graves Commission who officially recognise his memorial at the Church in Llanfihangel-Ar-Arth. [footnoteRef:53]  [53:  Commonwealth War Graves Commission, War Dead Records, Thomas Lloyd Rees Jones [online] available at  https://www.cwgc.org/search-results?term=thomas%2Blloyd%2Brees%2Bjones&name=thomas%2Blloyd%2Brees%2Bjones&fullname=thomas%2Blloyd%2Brees%2Bjones [accessed 31st January. 2018].] 
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