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1 Introduction
As part of this assignment, I have been given a task to write a report on blended learning and classroom sessions. The Dean of the Institute of Inner-City Learning (IICL) of UWTSD is wondering if blended learning would be suitable for students studying the Certificate in Higher Education. As a student enrolled on the programme, he has requested us to write an academic report comparing blended learning with traditional classroom learning. Also compare teaching and learning in the past and present.



























2.1 Advantages of blended learning in university education 
Nowadays learning developing require new way of gathering information due to the life evolution in general. The new technologies such as smartphones, tablets, computers and all electronic devices rapidly and firmly spreading in the society, replacing many physical activities. In the higher education the interest in online sessions is rising. When the sessions are mixed face to face with online delivery between 30-79% this is called blended learning (hybrid) and getting more and more popularity every year.
Why blended learning is important? Blended learning is important because gives effective learning strategies to those students, that taking advantages of it and provide them with flexibility and ability to study by developing their own way to do so. Also, as every object blended learning has its own advantages which are: Effectiveness and accessibility that are suitable for large group students’ classes, decrease cost (for teachers and university expenses, students travel, institutions), personalisation and engagement, developing digital skills through the course material.
According to educational research, blended learning might be more effective than face to face and even fully online courses. A 2009 US department of education has reported that, students who took blended option or fully online are performing better on average than face to face session. 
                                                                    (Yates, Bakia, Means, & Jones, 2009, p. xiv).
Also, most recent studies have added that the blended learning can be improved by specific subject such as language learning. 
                                                                             (Zhang & Zhu, 2018)
According to Russell, Zhao, Lei, Lai, & Tan, researches the blended/online sessions in HE sector are having the same effectiveness as classroom learning. They also support the fact that blended learning could be more effective that face to face when the lecturer involvement, interplay, content studied, student potential/limitation, and the right mix of people interactivity and technology are combined.
                                                                       (Russell, 2001; Zhao, Lei, Lai, & Tan, 2005)
Furthermore, another advantage is that course enrolment, management, delivery and assessment could be automated and load online. A fact that partly removes the limitations of learners in online education. Keeping high quality session content is always important for learning outcomes and satisfaction.
                                                                     (Holland.2016), (Lin & Wang, 2012)








2.2 Disadvantages of blended learning in university education

 As every subject blended learning has negative sides too... The technologies could be challenging, infrastructural and high costly like purchasing quality device to meet our needs, how to use them, as not all digital resources are easy to use. Another negative point is for the teacher who are overload with more work and find a right balance how to present their online lesson instead of face to face as the adaptation for that is very individual. Nearly the same situation is for the students who face difficulties to adapt to blended learning as they are very individual too and accepting the information through online process may lead to incomplete understanding of the material.
From different situation previous research also states that teachers understandings and using of an online tool ease of use is right connected to them and their feelings of shortage of time and support to complete it (Lonn & Teasly,2009). The study by Christie & Garotte (2011) has figure out the shortage of support is a barrier to get to the full potential of the blended learning environment 





















3.1 Advantages of traditional classroom learning in the HE sectors

In a fact 21st century provides choice of choosing a school program, whether in class or online. As already I have described above blended learning is an ideal solution for many students, but some other are better off sticking to the old school academic education. 
[bookmark: _Hlk89602482]According to Catherine M Brighton; Carol A Tomlinson; Tonya R Moon classroom learning has its own benefits, that keeping it still important for students outcome. Classroom environment in HE provides to the student possibility to have face to face cooperation and community of learning with their classmates and teacher, where all students feel safe, encourage, estimable and have a potential chance to form lifelong friendship and professional connections. Also allows them to get together in a flexible group to work in different grouping actions based on interest, current willingness, and learning preferences.
                                            (Catherine M Brighton; Carol A Tomlinson; Tonya R Moon, 2020)
High quality classroom curriculum engages the student with important and relevant knowledge, ideas and interest to develop their skills that allow them to start efficient and intelligible lives. In addition, allows the teachers to understand student’s trajectories and their goals individually and team grouping, to determine and maintain the efficiency of the classroom learning. 
The efficiency comes also from something called “human touch” – having a face-to-face session often helps to bring the subject alive, where the teacher can explain above the standard course curriculum, present it in a way that all the students will understand, as every single student perceptions are very individually. Even of case of misunderstanding always the student in class struggling to get the information may ask the teacher for clarification, get immediate feedback and advice from entrusted tasks.
Not last advantage and important is focusing and removal of distractions. When you are in class the mobile phones are normally silent and learners does not get distracted by surrounded noises and makes them easier to become sunk and focused on the lesson.











3.2 Disadvantages of traditional classroom learning in the HE sectors

Like having advantages, the traditional classroom education has negatives too. 
I do not think the negatives are more than positives, but let’s look up on some that I am aware.
I would say no flexibility as disadvantage as that means the class timetable is settled in advance and students cannot make changes when they need- examples are unexpectedly cases which cannot allow you to fit in schedule class time, or in other cases if you work and the manager force you to come to work you must choose between work and university that putting you in stressful situation.
Travel considerations and cost- attending the classroom means you must travel from point A to point B and depend how far you live from the university you have consider the time that will take you to get there, types of transport that you choose to go. For those who lives far away means more time spent on traveling, less time spending for family, friends or pleasure and costing more money as well. 
Object that may distract students- mobile phone devices have a reputation of distracters, as nowadays technologies developing every day and according to researches the addiction to them is very high- 42% of students spends time answering text messages, relisting fakebook or any other social media instead of getting engaged in class lesson. Therefore, the ball is in the lecturers that have their own way to get attention from student mobile phones and engage them with useful educational apps and videos related to their session. 

















4. Evaluation of both forms of teaching and learning in the past and present

Teaching and learning in the past have been very simple and interesting and began from early years of 1800. Since then, the information and knowledge are passing from generation to generation. According to research (Teaching past, present and future 2009) teaching and learning has been under strong discipline and effectiveness, although they did not have benefits like today’s technologies and online resources. However, education in the past has high success level rate using their modern tools for their time, slowly but surely developed their capabilities and technologies to contribute the best teaching and learning from the past to present. In higher education the teaching evaluation has changed impressively in the last 20-30 years and two of the aspects that have changed most are methodology and purpose. According to Peter Seldin survey from 1988 to 1998 the changes come from the way of gathering information becomes more structured and widespread. The secret of this improvement is better comprehensiveness, more use and care of collecting data, less attention to non-performance characteristics.
While using the teachers and learners aids with advanced technologies, we should not forget what has been in the past, finding a balance between new ways of teaching ana learning, while upholding the eternal principles of education.



















5. Recommendations you would make based on your evaluation


Recommendations that I would make are keep developing and improvement good engagement study environment to keep the student motivation, as this is one of the most important keys in education to achieve personal goals and dreams, otherwise with no motivation most people fail. Teachers may keep acquire professional understanding and skill to push students interesting in gathering more and new knowledges, support their plan and evaluate their learning.  Learners also should give something from themselves to keep their interesting up, because fighting from one side only is not useful- no one can make you to do something if you do not wish it.





























6. Conclusion

The development in nowadays technologies, especially the internet on the one side changes in ways of perception, communication and work structuring the enterprise in 21st century, on the other side the last 5-10 years of evolution contributed critical changes of the kinds of knowledge and its way to accept it. The internet has found its way to get into our everyday life not only in education, but also in professional and business environment. Online educational environment also provides global platform for information storage and shaping it in textual, visionally, graphically, tabular, diagrams and many more softwares. According to (Keegan,2020) also serves as a means of synchronous and asynchronous communications. 
That statement makes me believe, it is soundly that blended/online education will take high popularity and even in the future will continue raising and dominating worldwide. I believe gradually the methods of work and communication in between learners and teachers will continue to develop and increasing the quality of this kind of education.
Although the blended/online learning takes more and more popularity, still many people cannot imagine “classroom without walls” and prefer to present in class. For those ones is unbelievable not to attend sessions and not to enjoy the facilities, that universities offer as will make them feel separated from academic citizens. This traditional learning will continue to exist and excite those learners that still prefer “old school” classic education 













7. References

Graham, C. R. (2006) Handbook of blended learning: Global perspectives, local designs (pp. 3–21). San Francisco: Pfeiffer Publishing.

Stein, J. and Graham, C.R. (2020) Essentials for blended learning: a standards-based guide. Second edition. New York: Routledge.

 Garrison, D and Vaughan, N. (2008) Blended learning in higher education framework, principles, and guidelines. 1st ed. San Francisco: Jossey-Bass.

  Mozelius, P. and Rydell, C. (2017) ‘Problems Affecting Successful Implementation of Blended Learning in Higher Education - The Teacher Perspective’, ICTE journal, 6(2), pp. 4-13.
Available at: http://miun.diva-portal.org/smash/get/diva2:1091525/FULLTEXT01
(Accessed 4 December 2021)

  Moon, T.R., Brighton, C.M. and Tomlinson, C.A. (2020) Using differentiated classroom assessment to enhance student learning. New York, NY: Routledge


. Mirjana Radovich-Markovic (2010) ‘Advantages and disadvantages of e-learning in comparison to traditional forms of learning 
Available at: https://web-s-ebscohost-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/ehost/detail/detail?vid=0&sid=ccdedff0-7832-46fa-bda2-fb63f470e108%40redis&bdata=JnNpdGU9ZWhvc3QtbGl2ZQ%3d%3d#AN=62650978&db=bth
(Accessed 05 December 2021)

  Teaching Past, Present and Future. (2009) Teachers TV/UK department of Education
Available at: https://video-alexanderstreet-com.ezproxy.uwtsd.ac.uk/watch/teaching-past-present-and-future/cite?context=channel:lesson-starters
(Accessed 05 December 2021)

World documents (2016) Teaching evaluation: Past, present and future 
Available at: https://vdocuments.net/teaching-evaluation-past-present-and-future.html
(Accessed 05 December 2021)
Thank you 
2

