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Importance of academic research skills and referencing report
Research skills are an integral part of any academic writing. Day (2023) defines research skills and referencing as ways to communicate viewpoints on a particular subject without being subjective.  In addition, the writer emphasised the importance of research credibility and how different sources can highlight the position of a specific subject. For instance, undergraduate students require knowledge in writing coursework, therefore, embedding research skills in the early years of academic studies is significant. This report will elaborate further on the aspect of referencing and research skills.
Research writing, as a subset of academic literacies, is rarely mentioned in official reports, higher degree research skills standards, or conversations; when it is, it is frequently grouped with general communication skills. Academic literacies are rarely addressed in post-graduate education, and when they are, it is usually done outside of disciplinary settings, such as by central units. However, there are compelling arguments for formal education of academic writing rather than passive absorption through reading, as well as for combining this with subject and skills instruction. This stems from the recognition that academic literacy and communication are not universal, context-independent, transferable skills. Rather, academic text kinds (genres), such as research papers, have extremely distinct structures and languages.

RESEARCH
Research is an integral process in the knowledge and skills of academic student life. In addition, research enhances the integrity of the academic process and distinguishes reality, and in-depth knowledge from opinion and fact. According to Hwang et al (2020), the introduction of artificial intelligence (AI) has posed many challenges to the credibility of the research. However, AI has contributed to education in ways that were unimaginable decades ago. Many writers have emphasised the importance of research and referencing and the role these elements play in student academic achievements. Easterby et al (2020) posit that research and referencing skills are paramount to the success of every student studying for an undergraduate business and management degree. In addition, proper research skills not only equip students for a greater degree of success, it also broaden their knowledge of how they critically interpret information in a world full of misinformation (Hwang et al, 2020). Another significant aspect of research is the ability to enable first-year university students to thrive in coursework writing in subsequent years if research and referencing are taught well in the beginning. Despite recent findings about the role of research in academia, Day,(2023) argued that due to poor teaching approaches, most student still lack the information and academic literacy to succeed in achieving academic excellence in their coursework. In contrast to Day (2023), Hwang(2020)  and MacIntosh, and O’Gorman(2015) argued that teaching research in academic institutions has evolved in the last decade with the help of AI and access to different methods of learning globally. Recent research has suggested that introducing the importance of research in the first year of higher education is paramount to the future academic success of students. Taking all this into account, it is evidence that research if used appropriately can aid functional linguistics perspective, assist students with how academic language can be used to think outside the box when it comes to typical tasks such as attracting readers, presenting information, constructing arguments, integrating perspectives, and organising cross-genre and interdisciplinary texts for having participated in research fields.

REFERENCING
Referencing plays a critical role in upholding academic integrity. Referencing skills are of critical importance to graduate students since academic work requires students to critically analyse the work of other writers and avoid plagiarism.  According to Neville, (2016) the important principle of reference is to back and identify the evidence used in assignments.  In higher education, robust critical thinking and analysing concepts and theories, as well as their applications in models and practices is fundamental to the success of students. Higher Education studies involve ideas, arguments, and viewpoints to succeed; nevertheless, these must be vigorously evaluated and subjected to critical scrutiny by others. This is accomplished by studying, producing, and presenting work in the public domain. This is a tough endeavour for any student, and it can take years to master the art of referencing. Referencing is thus about respecting and honouring the hard work of writers and commenters by recognising them in university coursework. Vardi,(2012) states that referencing can also support us in establishing students' voices in tasks by allowing pupils to write essays and reports that project or reflect their perspectives.  The writer further states that evidence presented and correctly cited supports and enhances our beliefs, transforming them into arguments. One may argue that dedication to a module or referring students to read books about referencing is archaic in this technology age. However, Neville,(2016) argued that reference software cannot teach the ideas that drive referencing, as well as how to choose the proper source or how to select sources to assist in constructing an effective argument in assignments. Furthermore, the different types of referencing styles highlight the importance of acknowledging other writers' work but also allow students to have a voice and develop their writing style. Effective referencing of sources to support one's viewpoint, argument, or understanding is a skill that requires practice and development. Vardi (2012) looks at the abilities necessary for using citations efficiently as well as the problems students encounter when doing so. It contrasts these with the teachings that first-year students are exposed to regarding citation through an emphasis on academic honesty, plagiarism, and sanctions. Referencing minimises the occurrence of plagiarism and how students' writing improves their citation abilities when the emphasis is placed on helping them become critical writers by carefully choosing, applying, and acknowledging their sources.
Overall, research and referencing are integral parts of academic education as evidenced in the arguments above. Learning at an early stage of academic education how to research and reference credible sources aids the successful complication of any undergraduate and postgraduate course. Therefore, the arguments made by Veville (2016) about the significance of traditional teachings of research and referencing despite the current technology era, are paramount in upholding the integrity of today's higher education. Additionally, students always find it difficult to paraphrase, summarise and make sense of the different types of referencing styles. Hence, it is fundamental for higher education institutions to continue teaching old-fashioned ways of researching and referencing sources to avoid students heavily relying on AI to do the work for them, thus missing out on the fundamental skills of research and referencing appropriately.
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