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1.0 Introduction:
The following research is an evaluation upon VLE (Virtual Learning Environment).
This report is to present what Virtual Learning Environment is, what are the benefits of using it and what impacts this could have upon the classic learning methods. Also, this report will portray how VLE is seen and approached by Universities. 
The reason of doing this research is to discover how Virtual Learning Environment is seen from different points of view and perspectives.
I will end this introduction by giving a short explanation about Virtual Learning Environment.
Virtual Learning Environment or so called VLE for short, is a technological platform based on Web and especially designated for Educational Institutions. Having a wide range of functions, VLE offers support for the digital aspects of the courses. Also, virtual learning environment is offering a different experience to the students by enhancing their learning and understanding with the inclusion of the Internet and computers. 
2.0 Background of VLE:
 A virtual learning environment (VLE) is a complex system created for the educational management of many educational institutions and, therefore delivered to the students by using computer hardware and software that are representing a real help for distance learning.
Starting early, in 1840, long before our modern technology the first kind of so-called virtual learning environment was made by lecturers and educational institutions by posting the lessons to the students. With the apparition of television and televised transmissions, The University of Houston has delivered its first televised college classes in 1953. The beginning of 1960 has brought more advance types of electronic machines with the function of teaching giving to the teachers the opportunity of managing the content of courses. Also, in 1960 another step has been made in the development of automated teaching systems by Dr. Donald Bitzer who developed PLATO (Programmed Logic for Automated Teaching Operations) at the University of Illinois. The functionality of PLATO was to deliver a computer with an assisted instructional system. The Internet as we know it today, appeared in 1969 put in place by the Department of Defense in US and it was called ARPANET (The Advanced Research Projects Agency Network).
The very first courses taken based on computer begin at Stanford University starting in 1973. After this start, the development of computers has evolved and in the next twenty years, a wide range of functionalities been invented by software developers and engineers, among them being- instructional games, tutorials, drills and as well as the electronic whiteboard system.
So called World Wide Web (www) has been presented in 1989 as a document sharing system. This system has been invented by a British engineer named Tim-Berners Lee and he is the one that gave it the name of World Wide Web. Also, at the beginning he used to call it “web of notes with links”.
With the Internet and World Wide Web together, the next decade brought up many advanced programs and systems meant to deliver courses.
By 2010, many large Educational Institutions had approached Virtual Learning Environment and e-learning courseware. At the stage where social networking sites has emerged in their development process, virtual learning environments started to be more interactive, creating collaborations and giving to its users the opportunity to become more conversational.
Nowadays, Virtual Learning Environment is totally different from its beginnings as the modern technology is advancing rapidly. New systems of VLE are more complex delivering a wide range of functionalities and high standards of technological services including assessment, student tracking, collaboration and communication tools.
With the possibility of being access on and off the campus, these systems can offer support to the students and as well as the opportunity of learning outside the lecture hall and delivering services 24 hours a day, seven day a week. Apart from the traditional full-time teaching, VLE allows lecturers to assist students that want to study but cannot regularly visit the campus due to geographic and time restrictions or due to their condition (if there is one). Also, these is also for those on distance learning, evening classes or workers studying part-time.
Now, with the advancement of the technology, there are various types of Virtual Learning Environment. All these types may have different strategies of working but in the end performing the same function and giving to the users the same sources of learning.
A Higher Education Institution is likely to have a licence for a VLE that fits into one of the following three categories:
· Off-the-shelf, an example is Blackboard
· Open source (often free to use and adapt but support is charged for), such as Moodle.
· Bespoke (developed by institutions for their own individual needs)
Also, VLEs are known as Course Management Systems (CMS) and Learning Management Systems (LMS), among other names.
There are also, some international standards related to VLEs that offers the function of making content and assessments interoperable (can be used in different types of VLE). The standard for content is called ‘Sharable Content Object Reference Model’ (SCORM) and the standard for assessments is called ‘Question and Test Interoperability’ (QTI).

Benefits of virtual learning environments upon lecturers and students:
For lecturers, Virtual Learning Environment has a significant importance when is about delivering information to their students.
VLE gives them the function of setting up lessons or training courses for the students to complete all at once, no matter where they are based and, also, to work remotely too if needed.
For students, Virtual Learning Environment allows them to benefit from self-paced learning and the opportunity to learn new skills with no need to travel or arrange childcare while they attend their courses.

3.0 Aims and Objectives:
The main aim of the virtual learning environment is the understanding of this system and its impact within the University’s activities. Also, an evaluation will be made in order to found results from the lecturers and students, as well as how virtual learning environment is seen from their point of view.
The objectives are the methods applied in order to have a better understanding of virtual learning environment. Also, another objective is the impact that VLE is having upon lecturers, students and the University’s activities.
To make this possible, we will apply fact-finding technics such as surveys and questionnaires to obtain information from individuals within the University. 
4.0 Method:
A secondary research been conducted in order to collect both, quantitative and qualitative data regarding Virtual Learning Environment from various online sources such as articles and online magazines to make a better understanding of how effective is VLE used by different educational institutions.
The primary research has been made in order to collect data from lecturers, students and the management, data collected to express the effectiveness of University Moodle upon their activity within the University. To define this primary research, I have created questionnaires including different questions about the experience of using University Moodle. The questionnaires have been shared among lecturers and students. After the completion of the questionnaires, all the data have been analysed and placed into a graphic that shows the results obtain during the research. As I have mentioned before, questionnaires have been shared among students and lecturers. Before placing the data resulted into the graphic, I will create three different types of questionnaires that will show me results from the experience of using University Moodle from lecturers and students.

	       Questions

	Strongly
	Yes
	Not sure
	Strongly
disagree

	Q1. Is University Moodle easy to use?
	
	
	
	

	Q2. Can Moodle be accessed from more than one device?
	
	
	
	

	Q3. Is Moodle a safe learning platform?
	
	
	
	

	Q4. Does Moodle provide enough information?
	
	
	
	

	Q5. In case of missing class, does Moodle provide lessons?
	
	
	
	




	                                  Questions

	Yes
	No

	Q6. Does Moodle provide different informational topics?
	
	

	Q7. Is Moodle useful for every student?
	
	

	Q8. Can assignments be submitted via Moodle?
	
	

	Q9. Is possible using Moodle if not student/lecturer?
	
	

	Q10. Could Moodle benefit from an improvement?
	
	





                                                                               
	                            Questions
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	Q11. How likely would you recommend Moodle?
	
	
	
	
	

	Q12. How satisfactory is to use Moodle?
	
	
	
	
	

	Q13. How easy is to use Moodle? 
	
	
	
	
	

	Q14. How you see the face of Moodle?
	
	
	
	
	





5.0 Results:
In the following paragraph, I will present graphically the results obtain from my research about the use of University Moodle among students and lecturers. This graphic will show the statistics after analysing the answers that have been given by my fellow students as well as the lecturers.
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6.0 Discussion:
By conducting this research, I have observed that the participants who completed my questionnaires are having different opinions and points of view on how they find the use of University Moodle. The results from the questionnaires showed me that the users have answered based on their own experience of using Moodle platform. Also, seeing the results after the completion of the questionnaires I have realized that all the participants have answered to the questions based on their needs and for some of them, Moodle has proved to be useful and for the others does not represent much interest. This report shows more positive than negative aspects of the Virtual Learning Environment.
Because of the situation we are going through at this moment of lockdown measures due to Covid-19, virtual learning environment had an increment among its users and has been proven to be very useful and efficient. If VLE was not existing in such crisis situations, many individuals would have been affected and had to interrupt their studies and repeat the academic year. I truly believe that is excellent having other ways of learning and communicating with other students and lecturers and carry on with our studies despite the current situation.
My opinion regarding the use of virtual learning environment it is based on my experience of using this virtual way of learning.
Having online classes, it is enjoyable because apart from the lecture hall, online classes are giving me a better focus when the lecturer is talking to the class. Being a student and a user of a type of virtual learning environment named Moodle showed me how important is to have access at virtual learning environment. Moodle is an informational system used by lecturers and students and it offers a multitude of functions having access to all the modules, seeing the assignment's deadline and, access to all the information from the studied course.
The systems that we are now using for participating on classes is called My Teams, program developed by Microsoft. This program offers to the users the opportunity of having clear video/audio conferences. Also, this has the option to turn on and off the camera and the microphone. Having these functions at our hands is giving us a peaceful experience of learning online, communicate with lecturers and other colleagues as well as collaborating with each other by forming groups in order to complete the tasks given to us by the lecturers. There are also some other benefits about using virtual learning environment such as the avoidance of sitting on a chair in the lecture hall, benefiting from our home comfort and not having to pay for travel to the University.
7.0 Conclusion:
To conclude myself upon this work study referring to the Virtual Learning Environment I will say that there are a lot of positive aspects on how VLE works. Learning about virtual learning environment it helped me to discover new ways of learning and approaching the most appropriate way in order to get the best result whenever I got to conduct a research for my studies as well as doing my assignments.
As a conclusion to finalize my work study I will end by saying that any University or College should approach VLE and benefit from the use of virtual learning environment and all its functions.
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