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A Sexual assault court case in China started a ‘meToo’ movement when Judge rejected a woman, Zhou Xiaoxuan, who alleged that the TV host, Zhu Jun, forcefully kissed and groped her. She asked for money for damages and apology. Due to lack of cooperation from police her legal team is fighting for access to evidence from police. 

This court case raises the issue that China sees women as a minority. Sofie Richardson, China Director, stated that ‘nearly 40% of women in China say that they experience Sexual Harassment’ (Human Rights Website, 2018) However, in the UK in 2020 21% of women were sexually harassed monthly according to Government statistics (Government Sexual Harassment Survey, 2020). Sophie goes on to explain that there are an absence of court cases showing the difficulties women face seeking legal redress for abuse. These statistics suggests a realisation that women are looked down upon by men. According to Statista 111 men to 100 women in China (Statista, 2020) and in the UK, according to Statistic times, there are 97.75 males to 100 women (Statistic times, 2021). This makes women the minority in China, so their voices are less heard.

However, China is part of the UN Security Council. The UN Security Council made it law that Sexual harassment and assault is wrong, and they declared that Rape and other forms of sexual violence ‘can constitute war crimes, crimes against humanity or a constitutive act with respect to genocide’ (United Nations, 2016). This rejected court case presents itself as evidence that China is not upholding resolutions put in place but the UN Security Council on which it is member. This proves that China is breaking international law. However, due to the voting system in the Security Council, the UN cannot act against China as they need China’s vote. China also Violates the UN Human rights. In the example of the case, at least 3 human rights are broken. All human beings are born free and Equal, everyone is entitled to all the rights and freedoms without distinction of any kind, and Everyone has a right to life, liberty and security of a person. Articles 1, 2, 3 and 6 are evidently proven to be broken (UN Declaration of Human Rights, 19480). Yet no one seems to bring China into Question about these violations of Human Rights or International Law. This case now brings into question the State’s lack of Human rights enforced and the UN’s inability to act to protect the ‘minority’ in situations of Human right violations when the UN are prepared to condemn other Countries suffering the same issues such as Iran and Iraq. 

It seems that the Chinese state is also violating their own Constitution. Article 33 states that all persons holding the nationality of the people’s republic of China are Citizens of the People’s Republic of China.’ It also goes on to say that ‘all Citizens of the People’s republic of China are Equal before the law’ (Nation of China Congress, 2004). Despite the Chinese state being 67 years old they are less evolved and ‘Socially progressed’ as western countries and other progressive societies. The judgement on the case of Zhou Xiaoxuan v Zhu Jun violates the constitution. The lack of Police cooperation as was spoken before violated Article 33 in the Constitution. The Police’s lack of cooperation could be considered as interfering in a court case. Chinese society is masculine dominated making it harder for women to speak out against Sexual violence. This suggests that, if Society on a Global scale is doing enough to prevent Sexual Violence. 

In conclusion, the Judgement on the court case brings into Question the Chinese State and its Human rights and constitution violations. China remained in the past and compared to other countries is less socially progressive. Signs of women taking a stand is seen in the meToo movement that is increasing in China. It is at a scale where more police presence was needed. It also brings into question the lack of involvement from the UN in the issue with China’s Human rights violations and breaking international law when so many ‘less progressive’ countries are reprimanded. Such as the situation with the Taliban and their attitude to women. 
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