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[bookmark: _Toc102584030]Research title:
	To analyze the impact of Virtual Learning Environment (VLE) on students learning experience at the University of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
[bookmark: _Toc102584031]Rationale
	In the current scenario, the use of technology is having a significant impact on every business and activity that helping to increase the experience of the people and improving the efficiency level. The major impact of technology is involving sharing of the data in real-time and maintaining the communication with the people. This is also helpful in maintaining the smooth flow of the data and operations and supporting in achieving the goals and objectives. The universities are also using technology for maintaining the effectiveness in learning and planning the actions to meet the satisfaction level of the students. The universities are using different systems and approaches to maintain the interest of students and trying to encourage the learning through digital technology and enhancing the skills of the students (Ahmad et al., 2020). The consideration of VLE is helpful for students to connect and share the information with students and supporting the university to extend the space of the learning environment. Moreover, it is also helping to stretch the imagination of students and teachers. 
	Now the analysis of the impact and effectiveness of virtual learning is essential for identifying the issues and benefits of the system for students and maintaining the growth in the learning. Moreover, the critical analysis of the students approach and needs will also helpful for university to craft further improvement or implement changes in the learning style to meet the goals. However, the technology is helping to improve the communication and monitoring of the students that helps in keeping focus on the learning curve and experience. Hence, the analysis of the impact of VLE is important for university of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. 
[bookmark: _Toc102584032]Objectives
· To analyse impact of VLE on student of university of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus
· To identify the satisfaction level of students who were using VLE system 
· To Understand the concept of VLE 
[bookmark: _Toc102584033]Methodology 
[bookmark: _Toc102584034]Research philosophy 
	To develop a strong theoretical background for the study, it is important to consider and apply a research philosophy. There are two types of philosophies are used such as positivism and interpretive. Positivism philosophy is applied where data and outcome of the past studies are used to support the findings and validating the arguments of the study. Apart from this, interpretive is used where researcher uses the statistical data for supporting the outcome of the study (Snyder, 2019). For the current study of analyzing the impact of VLE, the researcher has applied both philosophies to collect and analyze both statistical and past data to analyze the outcome. This has helped to understand the concept of VLE and satisfaction of the students related to new system approach. Moreover, the philosophies have helped to developing a comprehensive conclusion to satisfy the objectives of the study. 
[bookmark: _Toc102584035]Research design and methodology 
	To maintain the systematic approach and keep the study on right track, it is essential to select and consider an appropriate design and methodology is helpful. There are three design used for completing the study. These designs are involving exploratory, descriptive and casual. Exploratory design is used for utilizing the existing data that is available through secondary sources to satisfy the arguments and outcome of the study. Descriptive design is used to test the specific variables of the study (Mohajan, 2018). Moreover, the casual design is mix of both exploratory and descriptive design and helps to minimize the gaps of both. For the current study of analyzing the impact of VLE for students of university of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus the researcher has applied the casual design. It has helped to collect and analyze the primary and secondary both data to meet the objectives of study. 
	The consideration of methods for completing the study is important for keeping the study on right track. There are three types of methodologies are used for managing the study such as qualitative, quantitative and mix (Newman and Gough, 2020). For the current study, the researcher has applied mix methodology considering both qualitative and quantitative methods. This has helped the researcher to collect and analyze both primary and secondary data to analyze the impact of VLE on learning experience of the students of university. This kind of approach ha helped the researcher to critically analyze the issues and benefits of VLE and meet the objectives of study. 
[bookmark: _Toc102584036]Research strategy 
	To complete the study in proper manner and meet the specific objectives, the implementation of strategy is essential. This is helpful for solving the problem and beneficial for increasing the authenticity and validity of research. There are two types of research strategies are used such as indicative and deductive. The implementation of strategy is allowing the researcher to apply the theories and models to meet the specific criteria of the study and achieve the objectives (Cr, 2020). For the current study, the researcher has applied deductive approach for collecting and analyzing the primary and secondary data related to learning experience of the study of university of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus. This has helped the researcher to understand the issues and benefits of the digital tools and technologies to encourage the learning. 
[bookmark: _Toc102584037]Data collection 
	There are majorly two types of approaches are used for collecting the data for study. The approaches of collecting the data are involving primary and secondary. Primary data is collected using questionnaire, survey, interview and focus group interview. Apart from this, secondary data sources are involving the books, journals, research reports and database (Dźwigoł and Dźwigoł-Barosz, 2018). For current study, the researcher has collected data using both primary and secondary method. The researcher has developed the questionnaire to collect the primary data and considered the secondary sources for validating the arguments and developing theoretical background. 
[bookmark: _Toc102584038]Sampling 
	For collecting the primary data, the consideration of valid sample is essential for the studies. For sampling two types of approaches are used such as probability and non-probability (Newman and Gough, 2020). The researcher has used non-probability method of sampling to minimize the time and cost of the study and selected the sample of 50 students who were using the VLE system for learning. 
[bookmark: _Toc102584039]Data analysis 
	To analyze the data for current study, the researcher has applied the thematic approach and used the frequency distribution and graphical representation. This approach has helped to manage both primary and secondary data and achieve the objectives. This has also helped the readers to understand the outcome of the study and analyze the impact of VLE on learning experience of the students. 
[bookmark: _Toc102584040]Ethical consideration 
	The researcher has used ethical standards for completing the study and maintaining the validity and reliability of the research. The researcher has taken prior consent from the participants and ensured that no data is taken directly from the sources (Mohajan, 2018). Moreover, the study is being used for educational purpose only. 
[bookmark: _Toc102584041]Literature review 
[bookmark: _Toc102584042]Virtual Learning Environment
	This is considered to be a web-based platform for digital learning and providing the facility to manage the learning for distance students. According to Herrador-Alcaide, Hernández-Solís and Galván, (2019), it is an artificial world that replaces the real-life but VLE is helping to enhance the experience of the students and helping to engage them in learning. In the current scenario, VLE has become the integrated part of the study and maintaining the communication between the students and faculty. However, it is difficult for all to get familiar with the technology and tools but training and practices are useful for encouraging the experience and maintaining the interesting approach for offering the learning. The consideration of digital approach for managing the learning is helpful for maintaining the effective communication and sharing of the data and information. 
	The advancement in technology is helpful for engaging the students. As per the views of Hirt, et al., (2019), the improvement in technology and implementation of VLE is allowing the students to understand the concepts using the video analysis. Moreover, the improvement in digital skills is also helpful for increasing the experience of the individual. The key skills that are involved in managing the learning through communication, research and development, handling the sensitive information and planning the actions considering the demand and possibilities helping to engage the students. There are different types of technologies are used for managing the learning and communication involve the Google Drive, Dropbox and Microsoft teams. 
[bookmark: _Toc102584043]Impact of VLE
	Virtual learning environment is considered to be future of the learning and leading universities and are using this for offering the information, maintaining the communication and enhancing the experience of the students. According to Hlioui, Aloui and Gargouri, (2018), video and audio analysis that offered by the VLE is helping the studies to understand the concept and increase the learning. The VLE is allowing the students to improve the skills like data research, analysis, handling and communication and planning of the actions. The digital mediums are helping the individual to engage in learning and work through cloud-based technologies to maintain effectiveness. The VLE is having different dimensions that allow the individual to learn about different skills and areas of expertise to be employable (Huggins-Manley et al., 2019). The VL is helping to develop content management, curriculum mapping and planning of the data to meet the objectives. In addition to this, the VLE is also having a significant impact on the communication and collaboration skills of the individual. 
[bookmark: _Toc102584044]Data analysis and outcome
1. Do you know about VLE?
[bookmark: _Toc102584050]Table 1: Knowledge
	Knowledge 
	Frequency 
	Number 

	Yes 
	70%
	35

	No
	30%
	15

	Total 
	100% 
	50



	According to analysis, the 70% of participants having knowledge about the VLE system and 30% were not having proper information. 

[bookmark: _Toc102584060]Figure 1: Knowledge

2. Are you using this approach? 
[bookmark: _Toc102584051]Table 2: Using it
	Using it 
	Frequency 
	Number 

	Yes 
	90%
	45

	No
	10%
	5

	Total 
	100% 
	50


      
	As per the outcome of the analysis, 90% of the participants were using this system and 10% were not using it properly.  

[bookmark: _Toc102584061]Figure 2: Using it
                         
3. Is this approach is helpful for you? 
[bookmark: _Toc102584052]Table 3: Helpful
	Helpful 
	Frequency 
	Number 

	Agree 
	60%
	30

	Strongly agree 
	30%
	15

	Disagree 
	10%
	5

	Strongly disagree 
	0
	0

	Total 
	100% 
	50



	The implementation of VLE is useful for the universities. As per the outcome of the students of Wales Trinity Saint David London Campus, 60% of participants are agreeing that VLE is helpful and 30% of participants were strongly agree. Apart from this, 10% were disagreeing.   

[bookmark: _Toc102584062]Figure 3:  Helpful

4. What are the major benefits of VLE? 
[bookmark: _Toc102584053]Table 4: Benefits
	Benefits 
	Frequency 
	Number 

	Skill development  
	40%
	20

	Time management 
	30%
	15

	Communication 
	20%
	10

	Data handling  
	10% 
	5

	Total 
	100% 
	50



	The VLE is having different benefits for students that help to increase the learning experience. According to outcome of the analysis, 40% of participants highlighted the skills development, 30% of participants have said it helpful for time management and 20% have said it is good for improving communication and 10% were highlighted the data handling.    

[bookmark: _Toc102584063]Figure 4: Benefits
5. Are you pleased with the VLE use in universities? 
[bookmark: _Toc102584054]Table 5: VLE use in universities
	VLE use in universities 
	Frequency 
	Number 

	Yes 
	90%
	45

	No
	10%
	5

	Total 
	100% 
	50



	90% of the students were pleased with the system of university to manage the learning using the VLE. Apart from this, 10% were not pleased with the approach. 

[bookmark: _Toc102584064]Figure 5: VLE use in universities
6. Is VLE having any negative impact? 
No
If yes please specify in comment 
[bookmark: _Toc102584045]Secondary analysis 
	   The major impact of technology is involving sharing of the data in real-time and maintaining the communication with the people. This is also helpful in maintaining the smooth flow of the data and operations and supporting in achieving the goals and objectives. The universities are also using technology for maintaining the effectiveness in learning and planning the actions to meet the satisfaction level of the students. The consideration of VLE is helpful for students to connect and share the information with students and supporting the university to extend the space of the learning environment. Moreover, it is also helping to stretch the imagination of students and teachers. The digital mediums are helping the individual to engage in learning and work through cloud-based technologies to maintain effectiveness. The VLE is having different dimensions that allow the individual to learn about different skills and areas of expertise to be employable. Therefore, VLE is having a positive impact on learning of students. 
[bookmark: _Toc102584046]Conclusion
	From the research it can be considered that VLE is having a significant impact on learning experience of the students and helping them to understand the concepts and tasks more professionally. It is also identified that VLE is allowing the students to develop new skills like data handling, research and organizing the work. Moreover, the cost of implementing this system is high but utilization of it is beneficial for university and students.      
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[bookmark: _Toc89454231][bookmark: _Toc102584049]Questionnaire
1. Do you know about VLE?
Yes 
No
2. Are you using this approach? 
Yes 
No                                           
3. Is this approach is helpful for you? 
Agree 
Strongly agree 
Disagree 
Strongly disagree
4. What are the major benefits of VLE? 
Skill development 
Time management 
Communication 
Data handling 
5. Are you pleased with the VLE use in universities? 
Yes
No
6. Is VLE having any negative impact? 
No
If yes please specify in comment 

                   

Using it 
Frequency 	Yes 	No	0.9	0.1	

Helpful 
Frequency 	Agree 	Strongly agree 	Disagree 	Strongly disagree 	0.60000000000000031	0.30000000000000016	0.1	0	

Benefits 
Frequency 	Skill development  	Time management 	Communication 	Data handling  	0.4	0.30000000000000016	0.2	0.1	

USe of VLE in university 
Frequency 	Yes 	No	0.9	0.1	

Knowldge  
Frequency 	Yes 	No	0.70000000000000029	0.30000000000000016	

