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MODULE CODE:	WGPM6002
[bookmark: _Toc510092128]TITLE:		Research Methods for Pre-Master’s Studies in Business 

LEVEL:  		6	
CREDITS:		10	




AIM(S)
· To introduce students to postgraduate study in the subject of Business. 
· Improve students’ critical and contextual thinking skills and provide an introduction to effective postgraduate research methods and methodologies.

LEARNING OUTCOMES

Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Analyse an area of research, identifying key concepts and demonstrate understanding as to how to plan, structure and produce a literature review.
· Adopt a position in relation to the research of others, critically evaluating different academic viewpoints.
· Critically engage with a variety of texts in adopting differing stances and joining academic debates. 

INDICATIVE CONTENT
· Analysing, interpreting and contextualising key ideas and concepts from a range of sources.
· Applying critical reading skills.
· Analysing assignment titles and being able to understand what is required in an assessed piece of work.
· Incorporating reading material into a research proposal/literature review.
· Using effective paraphrasing.

· Analysing case studies.



LEARNING AND TEACHING STRATEGY
[bookmark: _Hlk75944415]Learning will be delivered online via MS Teams and using an on-demand social virtual learning environment (Moodle). Learning design will incorporate practices to meet the characteristics set out in the QAA Characteristics Statement (2014). Online learning will take place over a period of 12 weeks and the learning strategy will look to design and delivery activities that encourage self-directed and self-management of learning, where candidates can expect to:

search for, discover, access, retrieve, sift, interpret, analyse, evaluate, manage, conserve and communicate knowledge from a range of sources.

think critically and appraise academic literature in a Business-related area. 
plan, manage and deliver learning projects, namely a literature review and presentation, selecting and justifying appropriate methodological processes while evaluating academic writers’ contribution to research and subject knowledge. 

build relationships with peers, senior colleagues, students and stakeholders with sensitivity to equality, diversity and cultural issues.

The study time for the module is divided as follows:

	Activity type
	Hours
	Percentage

	Scheduled learning
	30
	30%

	Independent learning
	70
	70%

	Placement learning
	
	

	TOTAL
	100
	100%




ASSESSMENT

Assessment Component 1
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☒	Coursework
	☐	Practical

	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Literature review 
	1000-1500 words
	60%



Assessment Component 2
(Tick one)
	☐	Written exam
	☐	Coursework
	☒	Practical

	Mode of assessment
	Volume
	Weighting

	Presentation 
	10 minutes
	40%



Assessment Summary
	Activity type
	Percentage

	Written exam
	

	Coursework
	60%

	Practical
	40%

	TOTAL
	100%



READING LIST
	Module Code
	WGPM6002

	Module Title
	Research Methods for Master’s Studies in Business

	Classification
	Reading List entry
	Electronic*

	Essential
	Saunders, M.N.K., Lewis, P. and Thornhill, A. (2009) Research Methods for Business Students, 5th Ed., New York: Pearson.
	☐


	Essential
	Bailey, S (2011) A Handbook for International Students.
3rd Ed., London: Routledge.
	☐


	Further
	Wallace, M (2011) Critical Reading and Writing for Postgraduates. London: SAGE Publications.
	☐


	Further
	Ridley,D (2008) The Literature Review: A Step-By-Step Guide For Students London: SAGE Publications
	☐


	Further
	Cottrell, S (2017) Critical Thinking Skills: Effective Analysis, Argument and Reflection. London: Palgrave Macmillan
	☐


	Further
	Swales, J and Feak, C (2012) Academic Writing for Graduate Students, 3rd Edition: University of Michigan Press
	☐


	Further
	Bell, E,. Bryman, A. and Harley, B. (2019) Business Research Methods, 5th Edition, Oxford: Oxford University Press
	☐


	Further
	Creme, P. and Lea, Mary R (2008) Writing at University: A Guide for Students.Third Edition Buckingham: Open University Press
	☐


	Further
	Sedgeley, M. (2020), Skills for Business and Management, London: Macmillan
	☐


	Further
	Thomas, G. (2013), How to do your Research Project, 2nd Edition, London: SAGE
	☐








[image: Discover University of Wales Trinity Saint David] 

	LEVEL 6 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION 



	[bookmark: _Hlk79402537]Student name:
	     
	Student ID number:
	

	Programme:
	Pre-Master’s Studies in Business

	Module:
	Research Methods for Pre-Master’s Studies in Business

	Module code:
	WGPM6002
	
	

	Lecturer:
	
	
	

	Assignment Title:
	Literature Review
	
	

	Submission deadline:
	
	
	

	Submission method:
	VLE

	Academic honesty / referencing:
	Academic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission, you must give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.  



	[bookmark: _Hlk79402562]Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module specification) 

	Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Analyse an area of research, identifying key concepts and demonstrate understanding as to how to plan, structure and produce a literature review.
· Adopt a position in relation to the research of others, critically evaluating different academic viewpoints.
· Critically engage with a variety of texts in adopting differing stances and joining academic debates. 






	
TASK DESCRIPTION



The following gives you more information about the task.
	Assessment Learning outcomes:

	1. Construct a well-written Literature review 1,000 – 1,500 words in the correct academic style.
2. Demonstrate a range of academic skills. 
3. Demonstrate good organisational skills.
4. Log and use a range of academic learning resources effectively, including paper-based and electronic sources.
5. Use an appropriate range of literature to discuss topic.
6. Avoid various types of plagiarism.
7. Respond positively to feedback from your tutor.


	Specific skills to be assessed:

	· summarising, reporting, and commenting on accumulated factual information within the field or writing an account of research (and/or experiment), processes and procedures and explaining results and findings in practical terms
· synthesising information (paraphrasing) from a number of sources and integrating references into text
· preparing and using a list of references in a bibliography using a consistent, standardised Harvard referencing system.
· evaluating relevant literature about a topic
· describing the major debates and issues in a specific area of study
· explain/define the key theories, concepts, and ideas about your topic
· students are expected to read at least seven sources for this review


	Guidance notes:

	· Students are expected to work with a greater degree of autonomy in this module, than in previous terms.  However, seeking advice and guidance from their tutor is recommended.
· Students are expected to manage their time effectively and plan accordingly.
· Keep a full record of bibliographic sources from the start of the reading/research.
· The quality of English language used in this project is not being assessed. However, attention must be paid to the clear expression of ideas and meaning.
· Non-English websites/texts should not be used in completion of this project.










	LEVEL 6 ASSESSMENT SPECIFICATION 




	Student name:
	     
	Student ID number:
	

	Programme:
	Pre-Master’s Studies in Business

	Module:
	Research Methods for Pre-Master’s Studies in Business

	Module code:
	WGPM6002
	
	

	Lecturer:
	
	
	

	Assignment Title:
	Oral Presentation
	
	

	Submission deadline:
	
	
	

	Submission method:
	VLE

	Academic honesty / referencing:
	Academic honesty is required. In the main body of your submission you must give credit to authors on whose research and ideas your work is based. Append to your submission a reference list that indicates the books, articles, etc. that you have used, cited or quoted in order to complete this assessment.  




	Module Learning Outcomes 
(from module specification) 

	Upon the successful completion of this module, the student should be able to:
· Analyse an area of research, identifying key concepts and demonstrate understanding as to how to plan, structure and produce a literature review.
· Adopt a position in relation to the research of others, critically evaluating different academic viewpoints.
· Critically engage with a variety of texts in adopting differing stances and joining academic debates. 








	
TASK DESCRIPTION



The following gives you more information about the task.

	Learning outcomes to be assessed:

	1. Can design, produce a PPT and give an oral presentation on key elements of the completed Literature Review (LR) project.  
2. The purpose of the PPT and the presentation should be clear and for a general audience.
3. Although the PPT and oral presentation will be marked together, for this assignment your PPT will be marked according to a separate criteria document. 
The PPT should include:
· Your name
· A title
· An introduction
· A conclusion
· Charts, graphs, illustrations (not too much text)
· Appropriate use of and reference to sources


	Specific skills to be assessed:

	·  Ability to design and produce a PPT extracting key elements of the LR project.
·  Ability to include and interpret data.
·  Oral presentation of the PPT both explaining key elements of the first draft and reflecting on the LR project.
· Ability to answer questions on the project and the LR project writing process.
· Ability to organise your ideas and link/signpost them logically.
· Ability to support points using data or examples in appropriate detail.
· Ability to use visual information during your presentation.
· Ability to deal with questions from the audience.
· Effective time management in preparing a presentation of adequate length and coverage (10 minutes)


	Notes:

	You must bring ONE COPY of your PPT and presentation notes to your class in week 11 ready for your presentation. Copies will be taken in, therefore if you wish to keep a copy you will need to produce two. 
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