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This essay is going to be about a personal experiences, as a teaching assistant in a secondary school and based within the learning resource centre, and to outline the characteristics of some of the students I work with, also looking at the strategies and interventions that we use to help the students with behaviour that maybe caused by internal or external factors within the learning environment and the strategies that we use within the setting for positive and negative behaviour.
The students that I work with have many characteristics caused by internal factors, that range from Autism, ADHD, severe anxiety and dyspraxia. These students have variable characteristics and different levels of severity with behaviour.
Teaching assistants in secondary schools are mainly used for 1:1 support and more often than not have a better understanding of the student they  work with due to knowing the background of the student due to spending longer hours with them as they don’t interact with the class or teacher, their characteristics due to their diagnosis, trigger points that may cause unwanted behaviour within the class room and therefore are able to use the correct strategies to help promote positive behaviour and avoid negative behaviour.
Student A who I work with 1:1 on a regular basis has a diagnosis of Autism, Global Delay and severe anxiety. He presents a wide range of characteristics, violent outbursts, need of a routine, head banging, uses baby voice when becomes anxious or agitated, unpredictable in social situations, finds it hard to communicate with adults and students who he does not feel comfortable around and needs to be in control of situations. Student A Student A has triggers that can cause unwanted behaviour, he does not like to be praised in front of other students as he gets embarrassed and will normally get angry so he knows that when he has completed the work and I check  we use a thumbs up or a  gentle high five, hit out or run from the classroom. When a supply teacher is needed he will normally refuse to attend that lesson or run off. If lessons or planned activities suddenly change his anxiety becomes heightened causing shouting, hitting out, or reverts back to his baby voice, head banging or hitting himself. When attending mainstream lessons as he has made some friends but often the conversation that is meant as joking he often misinterprets the conversation and causes him to lash out at the other students. This can result in unsettled behaviour for the rest of the school day.
Within the learning environment every school adheres to a Behaviour policy that outlines clear expectations of the pupils and explains how positive behaviour is rewarded and how unwanted behaviour is dealt with.
      Behaviour, effort, and achievement that is over and above, is recognised by positives recorded on class charts, which are converted to reward points. All pupils/students will be allocated 100 reward points at the start of the academic year. Additionally, key stage leaders, mentors, Directors of Faculty/ subjects and all staff will regulary reward excellent behaviour, effort, attainment and attendance through a variety of strategies. These include prize assemblies and events, certificates, phone calls home, positive postcards, reward trip, learning class rewards and non-uniform events to recognise student achievements in all aspects of school life. These reward points are awarded to pupils/students but an individuals points also contribute to the termly Mentor/Year group point totals that the student is in. (Ysgol Harri Tudwr Behaviour Policy P.4).
As seen in my school policy, class charts one of the most important strategies for praising positive behaviour as this available and can be viewed by parents/ guardians of the pupils /students.
The student I support responds well to positive strategies and negative strategies. Student A is rewarded house points or free time ( any activity of his choice ) when he has showed positive behaviour such as attending his lessons for the allocated time given, working to the best of his ability ( even if it writing two sentences ), showed good listening, kind words or even using his voice to communicate to another member of staff or student. Positive reinforcement is constantly used the use of rewards are used for each lesson as the student needs small achievable targets and instant rewards. House points and the use of class charts are a good way for the student to see how he is being rewarded visually, and free time is given for the last 15 minutes of each lesson. 
Oppositely, a child that displays negative behaviour is also dealt with according to the policy within the setting.
   Where a serious breach in behaviour occurs in class, such as fighting: violence towards staff or pupils/ students, threatening behaviour, the pupil support manager will be contacted immediately and the student removed to the leadership team. Typical disciplinary sanctions include lunch time detention, after school detention are important to teach young people what is right and wrong, acceptable and not acceptable in an orderly society. Persistent misbehaviour will be dealt with in a staged process, first by the class teacher, then the director of Faculty, Head of Key Stage and, ultimately the Head.( Ysgol Harri Tudur p.5-6 )
This can be seen as when working with another child who has ADHD he would try and constantly pick a fight and would be sent to the pupil support to be dealt with until he physically harmed the child and was then dealt with by the Director of Faculty. Parents were called into discuss the next point of action which was exclusion.

Student A also understands that if there is any negative behaviour such as refusal to attend lessons or to attempt the work set out , not showing good listening, not using kind hands or kind words then house points will be deducted  and the behaviour is recorded on the class chart or in the home school diary for parents to see or the student will have time deducted from his free time or he will loose his breaktime. If the behaviour is severe then parents will be called. If at any point he presents with threatening behaviour towards staff or pupil it is dealt with accordance to the behaviour policy. Interventions are put in place such as ELSA which is an Emotional Literacy Support programme to help the student deal with emotions that they don’t understand and how to deal with them. There is also SULP which is a programme to help children with Austism with social speaking and how to help them to use the appropriate behaviour in social situations or different settings.
Behaviourism was developed by B.F.Skinner and believed that the learning process took place through conditioning .He believed that behaviour was learned.
B.F.Skinner famously said “ give me a child and I will shape him to anything. “(B F Skinner Behavourism Theory. Images). Skinner did extensive study using what is known as the Skinner box that involved conditioning the behaviour of a rat. The rat become to realise that if the correct button was pressed he was rewarded with a treat but if the wrong was pressed he was rewarded with nothing.























































