Gower Peninsula Archaeology fieldtrip: 
24-01-19
On the UWTSD trip to the Gower Peninsular, we visit three main sites. Firstly, Arthur’s stone in central Gower, moving on to Long hole cave, Broughton Bay and the Overton Cliffs.
The main focus of the trip was to understand the formation and cultural importance of coastal landscapes and also learn of their importance in prehistory. We discussed topics such as prehistoric migratory patterns, the prehistoric landscape, fossilised beaches and sunken forests, with reference to historians such as Andrew Fleming and Rob Dinnas. 
Our visit started with King Arthur’s Rock, a Neolithic burial tomb in the central heath of the Gower. We discussed its purpose as a burial tomb, but also exploring modern interactions with it, for example pagan solstice rituals or as places of memorial to the dead. The monument itself is in a dip in the landscape, with a huge quartz boulder siting on the top of the tomb. We explored the ideas of names and their relations to monuments like these, and the origins of Arthur’s rock, being of medieval origin and their contemporary values pushed upon the site & the importance that is carried through to today.
[bookmark: _GoBack]From here, we travelled to Broughton Bay to observe cave structures on the beach, but also to look at prehistoric platforms that had formed in the beach. These platforms were formed out of a sunken forest, visually the surface looked as though it is a normal feature of the beach, but upon closer inspection we began to understand the timbers and the tree roots that were entwined with the silt and rock. We discussed the importance and rarity of these raised platforms, showing that the areas in which are beaches today were large luscious forests. We examined the platform closer, discovering that there was a peat layer covering the top of it, helping to preserve the exposed timber very well. The surrounding sand dune areas were important to understanding the beach and why the platforms were important because it indicated that the beach and cliffs were predominantly sand based and so the submerged forests were not products of fallen woodlands or farmlands. (Again, demonstrating their importance and unique attributes.) [image: C:\Users\grace\Documents\UNIVERSITY\ARCHAEOLOGY\50550826_339770509966077_8266168236261769216_n.jpg] 
Figure 1: Broughton Bay, with two wave formed platforms in view on the beach

Continuing on, we made our way to Long Hole cave, after a stunning walk along the seafront, climbing the coastal path and observing the freeze-thaw glacial movements that create the beaches. As a group we climbed the rock face, we approached the cave in smaller groups, surveying the cave in contexts of the surrounding landscapes. Dr Coard explained to us the significance of the cave, being excavated in 1860 by Colonel Wood, the area informing us of the story of the Red Lady of Paviland, the types of objects found on prehistoric Gower. This cave in particular is believed to be a temporary home, for those our hunting larger beasts that resided on what is now the English Channel. Remains of woolly rhinoceros and other such animals were found here, indicating that it could have been a stopping point and look out for the tribes of the area. With poor accessibility the climb to the cave indicated to us that the site being turned into any heritage or tourist attraction was almost impossible. 
[image: C:\Users\grace\Documents\UNIVERSITY\ARCHAEOLOGY\50692534_2286313948066482_2775706173628743680_n.jpg]
Figure 2: Long Hole Cave, South Gower, Swansea.
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