The Spartan Siege of Athens 431-30 BCE
The first spartan siege on Athens during the second Peloponnesian war began in 431 BCE and these sieges would continue through the next 30 years on a regular basis during the period of the second Peloponnesian war. In these sieges the Spartan strategy would be to destroy crops and homes in order to force the Athenians to leave Athens and face them in an open pitch battle.[footnoteRef:1] However during the time of the siege the land would go un-farmed and would lead to low food amounts for the people who could not afford the imports from the harbour or lived off of the land that they used to grow and produce food. This may have been a useful tactic for the Spartans however, the Athenians had built along with the exterior wall of Athens a wall which lead down to the harbour where their power would not be questioned by the Spartans due to the superiority of the Athenian navy. This would be a major part of the Periclean strategy and would be vital in the war against the Peloponnesian League.[footnoteRef:2] This strategy would work in the short term as the Athenian people were able to hide safely behind the walls of Athens in order to protect them from the Spartans and making it impossible for the Spartans to engage in an open field battle where they would have defeated the Athenians. The First siege would only last until 430 BCE as there was a limited amount of time where the Spartan army was able to lay siege to the city.  [1:  The Peloponnesian War 431–404 BC - Philip de Souza, Chapter name - The First Twenty Years ]  [2:  THUCYDIDES 2.13.6-7: OLDEST, YOUNGEST, HOPLITES, METICS – Richard Winton, pg 298] 
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