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Introduction.
The ambulance service is essential for the modern running of healthcare systems, usually being the first port of call, for individuals involved in medical emergencies. Also, equally important for transporting patients to pre assessment and follow up appointments when patients have no available access to transport. 
In the UK, the ambulance service is primarily governed and operated by the NHS, however there are still many ambulance services that are now foundation trusts, giving them more financial freedom. (cited  Foundation trust:)) West Midlands Ambulance service is a foundation trust which is governed differently to other parts of the NHS. However, they remain part of the NHS, Foundation trusts are duty bound to deliver free care, based on need, and not the ability to pay.    (west midlands ambulance service cited)

Exploring the origin of the ambulance service.
The ambulance service originated back in 1487, when the Spanish forces put horse and carts into use, making it easier to transport injured soldiers from the battlefield, during the siege of Malaga by the Catholic monarchs.   It has however, become recognised as a nationalised service in the UK, when a reorganisation led to the National Health Service in 1948, with the prime aim being to supply free comprehensive care to the public, whilst working hand in hand alongside the NHS.  (cited London ambulance service)  However, the first horse drawn ambulance service was established in London in the 1890s , and was used to transport patients suffering with infectious diseases, such as smallpox, scarlet fever and cholera from their homes to specialised isolation hospitals, often known as fever carriages or fever vans. (cited national institute of health)
    
The historical context that shaped its development.
The ambulance service has been shaped to what it is now by going from a simple pick up, for patients to attend appointments to being a sophisticated healthcare provider, taking on a greater role in leading and designing urgent and emergency care, with over 75% of UK ambulance calls are for medical emergencies. Like cardiac arrests, strokes and breathing issues. While category 2 (serious conditions) dominates roughly 40% of 999 calls may not require an emergency response. (cited national institute of Health)

Critically evaluate how the ambulance service functions today,
The ambulance service is the core of the NHS, playing a vital role in serving the public, responding to all forms of medical emergencies, when people are at their most vulnerable. Having highly trained medical staff available 24/7, administering pain relief, medication administration, delivering lifesaving interventions, and clinical diagnosis which determines whether or not a patient requires hospitalisation, so therefore taking some pressure off the A & E departments, that are already pushed past the limitations.     This demonstrates the effectiveness of the ambulance service, and its ability to stabilise patients, and improving the chance of survival before reaching hospital.    However, it is under extreme pressure due to the increasing demands for emergency services, partly due to the older generation having a longer life expectancy.    Limited access to primary care, has had a huge impact on longer waiting times, resulting in ambulances sitting waiting outside hospitals with patients, thus leaving less accessibility to emergency calls. There is also the ongoing issues of staff shortages resulting in workforce pressures, and burnouts from staff due to working long hours. (cite British medical association)

Conclusion:
The ambulance service has come a long way from the days when it was a horse and cart transporting the injured from the battlefields, to becoming mobile professional healthcare assistants, providing first class treatment delivering a completely free service to the public.
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