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Essential skills for study and employment in the creative arts industry


Welcome to the world of creativity and expression! In the dynamic realm of the creative arts industry, certain skills are essential for success. From thinking outside the box to collaborating with others, all these skills shape the foundation of this vibrant field. In this essay, we'll explore some of the key skills that can help you thrive in the creative arts industry. So, let's dive in and discover the magic behind these essential abilities!

Creativity is at the core of the creative arts industry. It involves thinking outside the box, generating innovative ideas, and expressing yourself in unique ways. Creative individuals often have a knack for originality and can bring fresh perspectives to their work.

Adaptability, In the ever-evolving creative arts industry, being adaptable is crucial. This skill allows individuals to embrace change, adjust to new technologies and trends, and explore different artistic mediums. Adaptable individuals can easily navigate through various projects and challenges.

 Team work  is key in the creative arts industry. Working well with others, whether it's fellow artists, designers, musicians, or clients, helps bring ideas to life. Collaborative individuals excel in communication, teamwork, and compromise, fostering a positive and productive environment.

Problem-solving: Creative professionals often come across obstacles and challenges. Having strong problem-solving skills enables individuals to find innovative solutions, think critically, and overcome artistic or technical difficulties. Problem solvers in the creative arts industry can turn setbacks into opportunities for growth.

As we conclude our exploration of essential skills in the creative arts industry, it becomes clear that creativity, adaptability, collaboration, and problem-solving are the essential pillars that support success in this dynamic field. By developing these skills, I will be well-equipped to navigate the ever-changing landscape of the creative arts industry.

I have a 5% similarity score I am not too disappointed with this score as it’s quite low however I believe that if I had used slightly different vocabulary I would’ve had a different result.

















Personal class review

In this reflective essay I will discuss what skills I have improved over the past term and what skills I want to continue to perfect and excel in. There are  many essential skills needed to be a musical theatre performer, You need to have a combination of singing, dancing, and acting skills.
As a musical theatre performer, you need to have a strong singing voice. This includes having good vocal technique, the ability to hit different notes, and conveying emotions through your voice. It's important to practice and develop your singing skills to perform songs with confidence and expressiveness. During the first term I suffered from laryngitis which meant that my vocal strength depleted. I am currently trying to rehabilitate my voice to get it to a reasonable strength to continue being able to be adaptive to different styles and singing qualities.
Here is a link to a video that I’ve found to be helpful in ensuring I am well supported so I don’t create further damage, anchoring in back, neck and torso so that my neck isn’t under strain causing my false vocal folds to intrude.
https://youtu.be/spLtTiwcpsk?si=dyELZCPDnRaiuT1d 
Musical theatre often involves intricate choreography, so having dance skills is crucial. A musical theatre performer should be able to learn and execute different dance styles, from ballet to jazz and also onwards to tap. Flexibility, coordination, and rhythm are important aspects of being a skilled dancer in musical theatre. Flexibility is a key component in dance because it helps achieve beautiful lines and extensions. When able to stretch and bend your body with ease, it opens up a whole new world of possibilities in movement. Not only does it enhance technique, but it also reduces the risk of injury. By working on flexibility, it invests in dance skills and overall performance. Since starting my course, I realised that my flexibility wasn’t where I wanted/ needed it to be. I found that some movements within choreography were challenging. Since realising this I decided to take the pledge to stretch everyday unless I felt that my body needed a rest. I also promised my self that I would complete cardio exercise on weekdays to build strength as that is an important skill for all forms of dance for stability and control, which are all incorporated within technique. 
Improving my flexibility has shown me so many benefits, especially in dance. It allows me to move more freely and with greater range of motion. When becoming more flexible, I have been able to execute more challenging dance moves with grace and precision. Also, being more productive in dance means I  have been able to learn and progress faster.

Here are some links to my cardio and stretching routines.
Stretch;
https://youtu.be/YvINddDsyXo?si=3Y52xXJlNz4Gga0j
Cardio;
https://youtu.be/kZDvg92tTMc?si=wQvVSOBlto7xrHi3
So I’m going to keep stretching, practicing, and pushing my limits, and I will hopefully continue to see improvements in my dance journey!
 Acting is a fundamental skill in musical theatre. A performer needs to be able to portray characters, tell stories, and connect with the audience. Developing acting skills involves understanding the character's motivations, emotions, and relationships. I think it’s important to study acting techniques, practice improvisation, and work on your stage presence. I have felt that my performance style has been quite limited over the first term. I’ve detected that my monologues within acting performance class have been very similar to each other in style, deep emotions, serious and very contemporary. I want to become more diverse within this area as I enjoy performing other styles. However, I haven’t shown this in class yet. I would like to look at some comedy pieces as I feel that I would portray that particular style well. I have researched many different practitioners within the acting discipline as I believe it is crucial to understand the foundation of acting and experiment different techniques.
Below are links to websites I have used to find my monologues:
https://www.stagemilk.com/monologues-for-men/
https://www.backstage.com/magazine/article/monologues-for-men-73078/
Practitioners;
https://www.backstage.com/magazine/article/acting-techniques-mean-1534/
 Being musically inclined is essential in musical theatre. You should have a good sense of rhythm, be able to follow musical cues and understand the structure of songs. Musicality helps you synchronise your singing and dancing with the music, creating a seamless performance. With my passion, dedication, and continuous practice, I hope I can develop and refine these skills to become a successful musical theatre performer. 













Theatre review 

Recently, I went to see the musical “Everybody’s Talking About Jamie” and in this essay I will be reviewing this performance. The show tells the inspiring story of Jamie New, a gay teenager from Sheffield who dreams of becoming a drag queen, who has a damaged relationship with his father. It's a very contemporary and relatable story for so many teenagers up and down the country. It explores themes of self-acceptance, identity, and the importance of embracing someone’s true self. Jamie's trip is filled with challenges, but his determination and courage really stands out. I personally could really relate to this musical. I am a gay teenager and I don’t have a great relationship with my parents due to the fact that I am gay much like Jamie and his father. Therefore, I had great expectations already.

The performers in the show were amazing and really stood out. The cast brings so much energy, talent, and performance to their roles. Ivano turco, who plays Jamie, delivers a catching and heartfelt performance that will leave you feeling emotional. The ensemble side of the cast were equally impressive, with memorable characters and powerful voices that brought the story to life.

One of the highlights of the show is the music. The songs are catchy and filled with emotion. From the empowering "wall in my head” which is my personal favourite as it shows such a journey and adds to the story line of how Jamie became so courages and strong. This contrasts to the heartfelt ballad "He's My Boy," sung by his mother. The music perfectly captures the essence of the story and adds an extra layer of depth to the characters' journeys.

“Wall in my head”; 

https://youtu.be/7lup66yHm4g?si=q9RSnCCwKp9c71iO

“He’s my boy”; 
https://youtu.be/4tWwROz_ZB0?si=MChV8GQAD0UtBr2_


Beyond the performances and music, the production design is visually mesmerising. The costumes are vibrant and eye-catching, reflecting the colourful and expressive world of drag. The choreography is dynamic, impressive, contemporary and different to older musicals. I thoroughly enjoyed the company number “and you don’t even know it”.

However, I would say what truly sets "Everybody’s Talking About Jamie" apart is its message of acceptance and the celebration of individuality. I personally believe the diverse aspect of the show is second to none. The show encourages audience memberd to embrace their true selves, regardless of society’s expectations. It's a powerful reminder that we should all have the freedom to be who we are and be proud of it. I think this show also proves to the audience that judgment shouldn’t exist.

Behind the scenes of this captivating musical. The creative team are responsible for bringing this incredible production to life. This includes, talented directors and choreographers who have left a mark on the show.

Jonathan Butterell, is the director and he has a remarkable vision for storytelling and a deep motive for touching people’s hearts. His direction navigates the emotional depth of the characters, ensuring that their journeys relate not only to those of a minority group, but the audience in general. Butterell's ability to balance the comedic moments with the more ‘serious’ ones creates a dynamic and engaging musical that keeps the audience engaged from start to finish. I particularly like when ‘Jamie’ riffs at the end which could be interpreted as him ‘milking’ the spotlight. It was fascinating to see the control Jamie had on the audience when he tells them to be quiet after an applause.

Kate Prince, the choreographer of the show, infuses "Everbodys   Talking About Jamie" with a vibrant and energetic dance style that perfectly aligns with the narrative of the musical. Her choreography seamlessly blends contemporary dance, street dance, and elements of drag performance, creating an emotionally filled dance sequence.

Together, Butterell and Prince have crafted an outstanding piece.  Their collaboration ensures that every moment on stage is thoughtfully crafted and purposeful, creating an immersive theatrical experience for the audience. The seamless integration of direction and choreography really makes “Everybody’s  Talking About Jamie" what it is. 

In conclusion, the creative team behind "Everybody’s  Talking About Jamie" includes the talented director Jonathan Butterell and the brilliant choreographer Kate Prince. Their combined expertise and artistic vision have shaped the show into piece that incorporates a versatile arrangement of storytelling, dance, and emotion. Thanks to their incredible work, "Everybody’s  is Talking About Jamie" continues to inspire and touch the hearts of the viewers. Therefore, if you're looking for a show that will leave you feeling inspired, uplifted, and ready to conquer the world, "Everybody’s Talking About Jamie" in my opinion is the perfect choice. 

Everyone’s talking about Jamie website;

https://everybodystalkingaboutjamie.co.uk
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