There are many countries around the globe that had to fight for their freedom/independence from colonial powers. Many of these countries came out of colonialism and are now fully independent while others still have strong ties to the former colonisers although they are technically independent and celebrate their independence.
Botswana, an African country, gained its independence from the United Kingdom in 1966 but had a long fight to see that day. According to the BBC, Botswana is Africa’s longest continuous multi-party democracy. The country of Botswana is landlocked, according to (Mwakikagile, 2010), bordered by South Africa to the East and South, Zambia to the North, Namibia to the West and North, and Zimbabwe to the East and Northeast. 
It is considered to be a very arid country with an elevation of about 3300 feet with the Kalahari Desert to the South and Southwest and the Okavango Delta in the Northwest. Although Botswana is one of the largest countries on the continent of Africa, it is considered to be densely populated with just over 1.9 million people as most of the country is desert and uninhabited.
Many attempts were made by South Africa to capture and own what was Bechuanaland; now Botswana between 1909-1955. Mwakikagile, (2010) postulates that the failure of South Africa attempts to own Botswana was mainly due to the opposition from the British as the British were actually in control of the country at the time. All colonies under British rule in Africa at the time (1909) were assured as much by the British that they would be safe from becoming part of the Union of South Africa.
As written by Morton, Ramsay and Mgadla, (2008), the Bechuanaland Protectorate was declared by the British in 1885 but the diKgosi people objected to colonial rule in 1889 which prompted the British to push their colonial control through the Foreign Jurisdictions Act. This Act basically gave the Queen the right to do what she pleased with the territories that she had control over outside of the United Kingdom.
Botswana remained under the leadership of the British until they gained their independence in 1966 with President Khama becoming the first elected President of independent Botswana. President Seretse Khama’s ascension to the Presidency did not come easy. In 1925 when his father died after having only been on the throne for two years after taking over from his father; Kgosi Khama III, he was only four years old. Although he was only four years old, according to (www.thepresidency.gov.za, n.d.) he was named king with his uncle Tshekedi Khama serving as Regent. 
Seretse was given the best education that could have afforded him and set his sights on being a lawyer and as a result he was sent to Oxford University in the United Kingdom in 1945 to pursue barrister studies. It is while he was a student in the United Kingdom that he met his wife, Ruth Williams, a white English lady. It was his marriage to Ruth that sparked quite a controversy in Bechuanaland. His Uncle was against the marriage and was not afraid to make his opinion known to Seretse and Ruth. He made many attempts to stop them from getting married, he stopped Seretse’s allowance after he sought to get financial aid from his uncle to begin his life as a married man, Tshekedi sought the assistance of his legal counsel to try and stop the marriage and even attempted to get the council on his side. (Williams, 2007)
Seretse Khama went ahead with his marriage to Ruth and took his wife to Bechuanaland with him. Tshekedi was still in opposition of the marriage, but his people were receptive of his wife. As postulated by (www.thepresidency.gov.za, n.d.) the British Labour Government in their defiance to Seretse Khama marrying a white woman blocked him from taking his rightful position as Chief of the Bangwato people in 1951 and forced him into exile in England away from his wife. For years Seretse Khama and Ruth Khama were kept apart and he even missed the birth of his first child because he was in exile in England while Ruth was back in Bechuanaland.
Seretse renounced his Chieftainship of the Bangwato people in 1956 and in so doing the British Government allowed him and his wife to return to Bechuanaland with their family. It was upon his return that he became instrumental in setting up the Bechuanaland Democratic Party in 1960. It was this party that won the first democratic elections in Bechuanaland Protectorate in 1965 making him the first elected Prime Minister of Botswana. He was later named the first president of Botswana when the country was declared independent and the Republic of Botswana in 1966, he retained this position until his death in 1980. (Williams, 2007)
Seretse Khama was able to take his country through several stages of economic, social and political development during his tenure as President. Several policies were put in place to aid in this achievement: namely free universal education. (Sir Seretse Khama | President of Botswana | Britannica, 2020) Sir Seretse Khama was knighted in 1966. He was able to diversify the economy of Botswana from just the cattle farming and with the discovery of diamond.
Upon the attainment of independence (September 1966) Botswana saw many changes occurring rather swiftly within the next few years. Botswana was elected to the United Nations in October, Zambia opened their High Commission in Gaborone (the capital of Botswana) in November, Botswana’s first Ambassador to the United States of America and the United Nations arrived in the United States in December. (Morton, Ramsay and Mgadla, 2008) In 1967 is when the diamonds were first discovered in Orapa, Botswana and Botswana established a High Commission office in Nairobi, Kenya. Copper and Nickel development began in 1969.
Sir Seretse Khama, according to Mwakikagile, (2009) was instrumental in seeing the country’s economy go from being one of the worst and Botswana being one of Africa’s poorest countries to being one of the world’s fastest growing economies.
Botswana was involved in a terrible war with Zimbabwe, where Zimbabweans have complained that the Botswana was xenophobic and that its citizens were abusive and cruel to Zimbabweans. Many Zimbabweans have complained that the Botswana people were abusing them and sexually assaulting females and making them feel less than humans. The Zimbabweans say that they were being punished because they dared to vote Robert Mugabe into office again. Stories were told by many Zimbabweans who were deported about how their houses were broken into and they were beaten by the Botswana Special Support Group, army and police and the female immigrants also spoke of sexual assault at the hands of these same groups. (Mwakikagile, 2010 p19-20)
Botswana’s road since gaining independence on 30th September 1966 has not been all smooth. They have always been at war with their neighbour South Africa in that they have always been against apartheid and the need for racial justice in South Africa. 
“It was subjected to many reprisals by South Africa’s apartheid regime including an attack in Botswana’s capital on 14 June 1985 directed against South African freedom fighters based in the city. South African troops raided the headquarters of a South African black guerilla group based in Gaborone and killed 16 persons in one of the most dramatic military attacks on the countries of Southern Africa by the Apartheid regime.” (Mwakikagile, 2010 p20)
Botswana never stopped assisting the freedom fighters in their fight, even when the Rhodesians started fighting them as well. Even during the years that Botswana was assisting their neighbours with the fight against apartheid they continued to grow economically and socially as a country. Many analysts have attributed the steady growth of the country to the excellent leadership that it has had over the last four decades and more. (Mwakikagile, 2010 p21)
While growing economically and socially, Botswana has had to deal with one of the worst cases of the HIV/AIDS epidemic ever for any single country. As reported by UNAIDS, in 1999 Botswana had an “HIV prevalence rate as high as 30%”. (www.unaids.org, n.d.) 
Botswana implemented a very aggressive programme to prevent mother-to-child transmission of HIV. It is though this programme that the country is able to boast of being ‘the first high-burden country to be certified for achieving an important milestone on the path to eliminating mother-to-child transmission of HIV by the WHO.” According to UNAIDS, fifteen countries have been certified for eliminating mother-to-child HIV transmission.
“In 2013, Botswana became one of the first countries in the world to implement the so-called ‘Option B+’, a plan for treating all pregnant and breastfeeding women living with HIV with a highly effective lifelong triple antiretroviral treatment regimen at the time of diagnosis.” (www.unaids.org, n.d.)
The current President of Botswana is Mokgweetsi Masisi, who came to power in 2018 after successfully defeating then President Ian Khama son of Sir Seretse Khama who was President from 2008-2018. According to Morton, (2019) in an online article in The Conversation titled, “How Masisi outsmarted Khama to take the reins in Botswana”, “Masisi is on a mission to restore Botswana’s reputation as a beacon of clean governance.”
There are many reports of corruption under the leadership of Ian Khama and the Botswana Democratic Party. Since taking up the Presidency Masisi has had the Khama’s former security chief, Isaac Kgosi and presidential secretary, Carter Morupisi prosecuted. Masisi, once he got into the cabinet and was appointed Vice president made moves to take over the party from Ian Khama and to get him out of governance completely. He was in talks with former President Masire and Mogae who both disagreed with the way Ian Khama was ruling the country. 
With Botswana gaining its independence came the need for them to step away from the Rand Monetary Area (RAM) and stop using the Rand as their currency. Plans were put in place in 1974 to formally move away from the RAM and to acquire their own currency and choose a name. Botswana launched its own currency on August 23, 1976, called the Pula and the day has since been called ‘Pula Day”. The Pula (the notes) and Thebe (the coins) have continued to see changes as time has passed. The Pula was initially known to have the face of the current President on it but from 1997 each different denomination has had a different face with only the P10 note featuring a picture of the current president. (www.bankofbotswana.bw, n.d.)
Although Botswana has seen significant growth since gaining its independence in 1966, it has also drawn criticism for the way the society’s wealth is shared. It is known as a middle-income society, but the wealth distribution leaves a lot to be desired. Sharife, (2016) states that the country’s partnership with De Beers leaves a lot of secrets. It is further noted that the job market outside of the mining industry and the government is very small. The diamond industry is both a blessing and a curse for the country in that they are the world’s biggest supplier of the gem but at the same time because a private company is basically running the industry, they are not open to scrutiny, and the government is losing much needed tax revenue.
In conclusion, the country of Botswana has come a long way from before it gained its independence from the British. Bechuanaland Protectorate has seen amazing changes and all for the good, it now has its own currency, has a very flourishing diamond industry along with copper mining, the economy continues to grow significantly every year. Despite the many challenges that the country has faced, namely the HIV epidemic, which they have worked on combating and has been able to implement numerous measures to help with the eradication or more so the minimizing of the mother-to-child transmission rates in the country, Botswana is progressing nicely. A corrupt President and government were ousted, and the country is well on its way to take back the transparency and have steady, strong, reliable leadership. Botswana is also a model country for what can be achieved when you never give up fighting for what you want and what you know is right, this from the story of Sir Seretse Khama and his wife Ruth. They had a endure a lot to get Botswana to where it is today. Botswana was also instrumental in helping Zimbabwe and Namibia gain their independence, they were helpful to the fight against apartheid and have been known to throw their support behind racial issues across Southern Africa.
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